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To the READER. 


Civce the pabliſhing my late View, &c. T have 
been plentifully rail'd on in Print : This 
Ls gives me ſome reaſon to ſuſpet# the Anſwerers 

and the Cauſe, are-not altogether unlike, Had 
| there been nothing but plain Argument to en- 
counter, T think T might have ventured my 

Book with them : Bat being charged with miſ- 
citations and unfair Dealing, *twas requiſite to 
ſay ſometbing : For Honeſty is a tender point, 
and ought not to be negletted. 

Mr. Congreve and the Author of the Re- 
lapſe, being the moſt eager Complainants, and 
Principals 1 the Diſpute, T have made it my - 
choice to ſatisfie thems, As for the Volunteers, 
they will find themſelves affetted with the For- 
rune of their Friends; and beſides, T may pro- 
bably have an opportunity of ſpeaking farther 


with them hereafter. 
| Notwithſtanding the ſingular Manazement 
| of the Poets and Play-Houle, I have had the 
) ſatufaitionto perceive, the Intereſt of Virtue is 
not altogether Sunk, but that Conſcience and 
Modeſty have ſtill ſome Footing among us. This 
conſideration makes me hope a little farther Diſ- 
covery of the Stage may not be unacceptable. The 
Reader then may pleaſe to take notice, that The 
Plot and no Plot /wears at length, and is ſcan- 
aaloafly 
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ſame Imputatlon : Something 


dalouſly Smutty- aud Profane, The Fool in 
Faſhion for the firſt four mM is liable to the 
in Swearing aba- 

ted, Cxiar Borgia, avd Love in a Nunnery, 
are no better Complexion'd than the former. 
And laſtly, Limberham , and the Soldier's 
Fortune, are meers prodigies of Lewaneſs and 
Irrelizion, If this general Accuſation appears 
zoo hard, I am ready to make it good, ?*I were 
eaſy to proceed to many other Plays, bat poſſibly 
this Place may not be ſo proper to enlarge upd 
the Sabject. +; i 
Some of the Stage-Advocates pretend my Re- 
marks on their Poetry are forreign to the Buſt- 


eſs. On the contrary, I concerve it very defen- 


ible to diſarm an Adverſary, if it may be, and 
abt re from doing TIER EY z 
To expoſe that which would expoſe Religion, 
is a warrantable way of Reprizals. Thoſe who 
Paint for Dehauchery, ſhould have the Fucus 
pulla of, and the Coarſeneſs underneath diſco- 
wer'd, The Poets are the Aggreſſors, let then 
lay down their Arms firſt, We have ſuffer'd 
under Silence a great while ; If we are in any 
fauir, *tis becauſe we began with them no ſooner 
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AN 
ANSWER 
T O | 


| Mr. CONGREVE: 


Amendments, Oc. 


R. Conpreve being a Perſon of 
no great Ceremony, I ſhan't 
falute him with any Introdu- 

> Con ; but fall to the Buſineſs 

without more Ado. "This Gentleman pre- 


| tendsto turn iome ot my Expreſſions up- 
| on me. If theſe Paſſages, ſays he, produced 
by Mr. Collier are obſcepeand profane, * WHY 4mene 


*are they raked in and difturb'd, unleſs it P. 5: 
© be to comure up Vice, and revive Impu- 
"n=, ©, 1 ay think Mr. Congreve 
{0 injudicious as to believe this Citation 
a jot to his purpoſe. But T plainly per- 
ceive he Preiumes all along upon the 
weakneſs, or partiality 'of his Reader : 
| Which by the way, 15 no great Compli- 
B _ ment. 
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(2) 
ment. However, to fay ſomething di- 
realy. To theſe obnoxious Paſſages tain 


hid in a rned Language, and been - 
fock'd upin Latin, like Juvenal, I would 
no more have let them looſe in a T ranſla- 
7:02, than unchain'd the T yper at Bartholo- 


mew Fair : But ſince the Miſchief works 


in Exoliſh, *r'5 time to think ofan Engliſh 
Remedy. F.ades, as tothe Smut, Thave 
endeavour'd not to diſoblige the Paper 
with any ofit., But to ſhow the Accuſa- 
tion juit, I made a general Reference to 
Play, and Characer : And ſometimes up- 
on a ſpecial Occaſion ; have mark'd the 
Paze. Indeed to have tranſcrib'd it at 
kenoth, would not only have been an im- 
proper, but a tedious Employment. 
I was fenlible the Poets would try to 
make their Advantave, of this Neceſlary 
Reſerv'dnels, that T hey would deny the 
Fad, becauſe the Proof was not Particu- 
tar, and ſpoken out. But ſince the Rea- 
aer is directed to the Evidence, he may 
diſappoint them 1n this Evaſion i he 
pleaies. The profane Part, tho' Bolder, 
and more Black, will bear the Light bet- 
ter, and therefore when *rwas clear of 


Obſcenity, I have ſet it to the Bar. Up- 


on. the whole ; I was willing to Guard 
the Virtue, and awaken the Cantion of 
the Reay er : And by the fatelt Mcthods 
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IT could think of, to give check t0 the 


Complicated InfeCtion. 
He affirms I call the Stage-Poers, Buf amd 

foons and Slaves ; for this he Quotes $1,0-6. 

'6 2, and 175 Pages of, the 1ew, &c. Ler 

us examine his Proof: The place in the 

63 Page is a Cenſure of a Profane and 

* Smutty Faſſage in the O!d Batcheloar : In 

* whichT haveiaid rhat Fonulewife 's making 

Sport with Adultery, in the manner de 

{crib'd, wasa Fir of Buffoonry and Pro- 

faneneſs. Now to fay this of a Character 

in the P/ay, 1s I ſuppoſe pretty Different 

trom calling the Poe: Bufftoon. In the 8x 

Page, ater I had produced a large Roll 

of Bl laiphemy, and Scrips rurc-Abuſea again{t 

the Stage ; 1 thought I bad reaſon to be | 

* ſomewhatconcern zÞ t0 ice the Chriſtian _ ; 

Rel:gion thus horribly outr aged, race the 

| Diverſion of the Town, and the {cor Of. 
Buffoozs : Pm miltaken if this Occation 
would not juittty a ttle ſeverity of Lan- 
guage: 266 till Mr. Copgreve can dil- 

| prove the Charge, he had much better 

| Repent, than Complain: However there's 

| noneceſlity he ihould take that Word to 
himſelf, unleſs he thinks he deſerves it : 
For it may be applied to the A#ors, or 
ſome few Libertizes in the Audience, and 


then his ObjeQion' !s fpoiPd, His 


B 0 24, Ins 


{4 5) 
24. Inſtance ſtands in Page 175th of 
. the /zew, &c. Here upon their unpreſi- 
dented Similar ity with the Lords ; I de- 
fired to know whether our Stage had 4 
particular Privilege ? Was their Charter 
enlarg'a; and were they on the ſame Foo? 
of Wreedbbs with the Slaves 1#4the Saturna- 
_ ta? Here Mr. Coxgreve 1s poſitive I call 


the Poers Slaves : "Tis, well when his ® | 


Hand was in; He did not charge me 
with calling them Satwrnalia : But which 
way do ] call them Slaves? Why becauſe 
I faid, They were very Free. Is Liber- 
Ly chen always faſted to a Chain ; and 
Familiarity a proof of Servitude ! ? The 
Reſemblance in the Queſtion reſpe&s Be- 
haviour more than Condition, and implies 
nothing farther than general Inequality. 
Now TL nope 'tis no affront to the Stape, 
£0 ſuppoſe t them Inferior to the Houſe of 
Lords, - is remaimng Inſtance irom my | 
Pref:ce, 1s much like "This; and requires 

110 Eble An{wer., 
Thus Mr. Cozoreve may perceive I have 
cald him no Ames hitherto ; But now 
he may Þez aſjurcd T ſhould have diſtin- 
guiihn'd his CharaQter a little, and paid 
bir : forme pr Oper Acknowledgments, but 
ler ihave no Inclination ſor his way of 
ting: Railing 15 a mean, and un- 
riftian Talent, and ofrentimes a ſign of 
a 


(9 

a deſperate Cauſe, and a deſperate Con- 
{cience. 

As tothe bad Imputations theſe Stage: 
| Advocates would throw upon me, 1am 
| notintheleaſt diſturb'd at Them. I thank 
| God, they are not only without Truth, | 
but without Colour. Could They —— 
made the Slander paſlable, we ſhould P 
have heard farther from them. This is | 
an admirable way of aniwering Books! 
All that I ſhall Ry to'tis, that I pity the 
Men, and deipite the Malice. 'Lo pro- 
ceed. Mr. Conpreve is now making Out- 
works to for By: the Gariion. He laysc down 
four Rules as the Teſt of Criticiſm and 
Comedy. Thele Hecalls Pojizlata, as it P. 7 
they were Principles. of Sczexce, and car- 
ried the Evidence of an Axiom, And af. 
ter he has ſpent ſome Pages in ſetting 
down theſe Demonſtrative Things, he 
frankly tells us, they ſeem at fir {# Sreht to 
comprehend a Latitude. Do they fo : ? Then Ibid, 

they are not Self-evident; "They are an- 
qualifyed for the Poſt he has put themn ; 
and prove nothing but Sophiitry and Le- 
gerdemain, Well |! ' What tho' theſe Rules 
are falſe 12 themſelves, Mr. Copgreve pro- 
miles to make them True before he has. 
done with them, For they ſhall be fo Ibid. 
limited,” and reflrain'd, and uſed with ſuch _ 


Diſcretion : that the Reader ſhall be per- 
B37 : fly 
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(6) 
fectly indemni os However, I can't 
help SatbdRkinic theſe fair Words;. For it 
He intends to deal clearly, why does he 
make the Touchſtone faulty, and the 
Standard uncertain? For theſe r: eaſons, I 
mult examive for my Self; And fince he 
owns his Propoſitions not evidently true, 
Pl try if I cart prove the greateſt part 


of them evidentiy tane. 
To begin with him. His Latitude of 


C _— UP: cu age 5  Definirion; as he 
Explains it, Wont pals Without Limita- 
tion. For wt 

1//, His buftraft :0N of Miunor bevacrt- 
ewy 1s very quettionable, "Theſe Words 
May as Pr operly be Tranllated the Com- 
104, as the worſt Sort of People. And thus 


Heſyehius | INECTPrets Sa0af DY ivriAig. 


2ly. Comedy 1s diitinguifh'd from Traze- 
Þ, 

{y by the Quality of the Perſons, as well 
as by other Circumſtances. Ariſtotle | n- 
torms us that the Appearance, CharaQters, 
or Pertons are greater in 7ragedy, than in 
Comedy. Te oyiueaTres peilw rol tvTIHOTER2. 
And to this Senſe Peritus interprets the 


AV OrCS Bz #ATI0744 1] XEl-g!9, , aftirming they 


OUZNnt tO relate to Quality ; 0s well as 
Manners, | 
New as the Buſineſs of Tragedy is to 
_—_ nt Princes and Perſons of Quality ; 
) by the Laws of Dif [tinction , Comedy 
ought 


bs 
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ought to be confind to the ordinary. 
Rank of Mankind. And that Ariſtotle 3 —_ 
ought to be thus interpreted appears FTOIM Lib. 1. c.5; 
the Form of New Comedy , let up in the 
Time of this Philofopln! And tho' we 
{ have none of theſe Comedzes extant, *tis I; 
| agreed by the Criticks that they did not ” 
meddle with Government and Great Peo- 
ple ; TheO!d Comes ) being put down up- 
on this Score. And tho? Memaxader and 
the reſt of that Set are lo!r, we may guels 
at their Conduct trom the Plays of P/az- 
1s and Terexce, 1n all which there is not. 
ſo much as one Perſon of Quality repre- 
| ſented. 
Farther, Mr. C "ongreve's Reaſon why 
| Ariſtotle ſhould be interpreted by Man- 
| mers, and not Quality) 15 inconcluſive, His + Me 
remark ON «ere ndrey naxioy will ſerve as 
well theother way. Lets try it a little : 
Ariftotle ſhall fay then that Comeay is an 
imitation of the ordinary, and middle forr 
of People, but not 274 Ta'guyy xaxiay, 774 CUE 
ry oranch and aggravation. of Vice; tor as Amend. 
Mr. Conpreveoblerves, there are Crimes tog ®'®. 
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daring and too horrid for Comedy, Now L 
deſire to know, it this Senſe; 1s not clear 
and unembarraſsd, if it does not diftin- 
guiſh Comedy from 7 ragedy , and bring 
down the Definition to Matter of Fact : > 


B4- Put 


8 {85 | | 7 


| But granting Mr. Coxgreve his Defini” 
cron ; all Blemiſhes and Inſtances of Scan- 
dal are not fit to make ſport with. Co-_ 
ih © vetouſneſs, and Profuſion ; Cowardize, 
= Spleen, and Singularity, well managed, 
WW __ © mightpoliibly do. But ſome Vices Mr. 
1 : - 2s Congreve conteſſes are too daring for Comt- 
ay. Yes and for Trapeiy too. And among 

theſe PIl venture to tay Protanenels 15 one. 
=_— - This Liberty even 4-:orle durlt not al- 
= low : He knew the Government of 4- 
=_ 7.  7Zhens would not endure it. And that 
Vir.Furip. tome of the Poets had been calPd to ac- 
. Ed9. Cant. Count upon this Score. 
=_ + 24, Immodeſty and lewd Talking, 1s 
= another part of Vice which ought not to 
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| appear in Comedy, Ariſio:le blames the 
11s / 


_ Od Comedians tor this fort of Milmanage- 
ment; and adds,that intemperate Rallying, 
=_— See ought tole under publick Reſtraint. And 
© Ves,C. therefore Mr. Cozereve is miſtaken in his 
ico. Conſequence if he makes it general. For 
Hs the loofer fort of Livers , as to the Foul- 
2Cis Of Convertation , are no proper Sb- 
7c67 of Comer. 


But {uppoiin 


m_ 4 - ary 


7 Ariſictle more liberal to 


Mr. Cozercve, what fervice would. it do 
tim ? Poes not Chriſtianity rehne the 
Pleaſures, and abridge the Liberties of 
25." 5 Heatheniſm? St. Paul bids us put away all 


4 's , bl 5 SD Fe. 5 ;þ 
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("SF 
things ought not ſo much as to be named Coleſe 5.8. 
amongſt Chriſtians, And when Revelati- 
on ſays one thing, and Paganiſm another, 
howare we to determine? Is not an 4v0- 
/tles Teſtimony more cogent than thac of 
a Philoſopher, and the New Teſtament 
above al the Rules of Ariſtotle and Ho- 
race ? 

Thus we fee his firſt Poſtulatum i is far 
from being true in the Gener ANY ſtared 
by him. 

Before I part with him on this Head, 

I can't but take notice of his ſaying, that e. 8. 
the Buſineſs of Comeay 1s to delight, as well 

as inſirudt : It he means as much, by as 

well, he is miſtaken. For Delight 15 but view, Ss 
the ſecondary End of Comedy, as I have cap: 4 
prov'd at large. And to ſatisfy him far- 
ther, I'll give him one Teſtimony more 

of Mr. Drydew s, "Is mn hy Fae 0. 
Freſnoy's Art of Painting. Here he informs P.X*. 
us that as to Delight the parallel of the 
(two )Arts holas irae: with this aiffercnce ; 

| That the principal End of Paintins is to 
pleaſe, and the chief deſign of Poetry 1s to in- 
ftruct. 

Thus Mr. Congreve's firſt Rule ſigni- 
fes little ; And therefore his Secord "Rr 
but a conſequence of it, muſt fali of Courle. 
Pleaſure, eipecially the Pleaſure of Liber- 
Hanes, 18not the Supreme Law uy Comeay. 
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Vice muſt be under Diſcipline and Dif- 


countenance, and Folly ſhown with great 
Caution and Reſerve. Luſhous Deſcrip- 
tions, and Common Places of Lewdneſs 
are unpardonable. "They aftront the vir- 
tuous, and debauch the unwary, and are 
a ſcandal to the Country where they are 
{uffter'd. The pretence of NVatare , and 
Imitation, 1s a lamentable Plea. With- 
out doubt there's a great deal of Nature 
in the moſt brutal Practices. The infa- 
mous Szews *r's likely talk in their own 
way,and keep up to their Character. But 
what Perſon of probity would vilit them 
for their Propriety, or take Poyſon be- 
cauſe *tis true ih its kind 2 All Characters 
of Immodeſty ( 1t there muſt be any tueh ) 
{hould only be hinted in remote Lavgu- 
age, and thrown oft in Generals. 

If there muſt be Strumpets, let B7:aewell 
be the Sceze. Let them come.not to Prate, 
but to be Pumiſh'd. 'To give Succels, and 
Reputation to a Stage Livertize, 1s a l19n 


PRs © | - 
either of Ignorance, of Lewdneis, or A- 


therſm, or altogether. Even thoſe Inſtan- 
ces which will bear the relating ought to. 
be puniſh*d. But as for Smut and Pro-' 
lanenels, *ris every way Cruminal and In- 
fectious, and no Diſciplive can atozg for 
the Repreſentation : When a Poet will 
venture on theſe Liberties, his Perſwaſox 

mult 


Ro 


mult {uffer, and his private Sentiments fall | 
under Cenſure. For as Mr. Dryden ric ht- 
ly obſerves, vita proba eff, is no excuſe : 


For *twill ſcarcely be admitted that either a Pre f 


Poet or a Painter cax be chat, who give 125 
the contrary Examples in their Writings, 

and their Piffures, Tagree with Mr. Cox- 
greve it would bevery hard a Painter ſpoald - 
be believd to reſemble all the ugly Faces he 
draws, But if he ſuffers his Pencil to grow 
Licenttous, if he gives us Obſcenities, the 
Merits ofeR aphaet won't excuſe him: No, 

To do an il Thing well, doubles the 
Fault. The Miſchief ri{es with the Art, 
and the Man ought to {mart 1n proporti- 


on to his Excellency : *I 1s one of the preg. p. 
Rules1n Painting according to Mr. Ew. AX. 


and Freſnoy ; To avoid every Thing that's , or 
7 mmoral and filthy, unſcemly, mpuaent, and * 


obſcene, And Mr. Dryden continues, that 1y;q. p. 
a Poet 1s boundup to the ſame Reſtraint, XXL. 


and ought neither to Deſtwn, or Colour an 
offe nfive Piece. 

Mr. Congreve's 4th Propoſition relates 
to the Holy Scriptures ; And here he en- 
deavoursto Rod againft the Cenſure of 
Profaneneſs. He delires the following Di- 
{tinction »2ay be admitted, VIZ. "Ow V ors 
are applied to ; ſacped 1 "hings, they ought tobe 


ON accordingly : je whez FM AYE Amend. 


9h erwiſe applied, the Dj verſity of the Sub- vp. 1. 


off 
J<c 


f 


+ A112 
edt grves a Diverſity of Signification + By 
his favour this Diſtintion 1s looſe, and 
nothing to the Purpoſe. The inſpired 
Text 1s appropriated to Sacred 1 h1wgs, 
and never to be uſed but upon ferious Oc- 
caſions. The Weight of the Matter, and 
the Dignity of the Author, challenge our 
utmoſt regard. ?Tis only tor the Service 
of the Szretuary,and Privileged from com- 
mon Uſe. Burt Mr. Cozereve lays whe 
they ( the Words of Scripture) are other - 


' : 7 wife applied, the Diverſity of . ſpe Subject 
Fs _ gwves a Diverſity of Signification, Thus 1s 
[ {trange Stu! Has Application 1o tranſ{- 
| oh torming a Quality, and does bare uſe en- 

"MW ter ſo tar into the Nature of Things? If 
| __ a Man applies his Money to an ill Purpoſe, 
| _ does this tranſ{mute the Metal, and make 
i it none of the Kings Coin ? To wreſt an 
F Author, and turn his Words into Jett, 

i is 1t ſeems to have nothing to do with 
\ him. The meer Ridicule deſtroys the 


= Quotation ; and makes it belong to ano- 
ther Perſon. Thus tis impoſſible toTra- 
veritie a Book, and //zr9:71 was never bur- - 
tefqu'd by Azforxizs or Mr, Cotton ! Not 
ac all! They only made uſe of the 24 
Ectters, and happen'd tochop exactly up- 
en/7r7:s pubject, his Words and Ver- 


a Ate ta OO EET TE” Ton 2. Een _—_— 
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7 fification. But tis plain they never 1n- 
# rended to quote him : For Virert 1s al- 
| ways 


. Grntnd rnd 


an Author 1s to have nothin 


(uni 


ways grave, and ſerious, but theſe Gentle- 


men apply, or tran{late-the Words 1n the 
molt different manner imaginable : And 
run always upon Buffoonry and Drolling. 
This is Mr.Cozgreve's Logick,and to abuſe 


OS 


him. The Injury it ſeems deſtroys the 
Relation, and makes the Action pertect- 


ly foreign. And by this Reaſoning one 


c to do With © 


would think my Book had never becn 


cited by Vir. Congreve, 


To iliufrate the Matter a little far- 


ther. Suppoſe the moſt folema Ads 
of Governfrient play'd the Fool with ar 
Bartholomew Fair; "The Judges Charge 


| made up intoa Farce, and the Poppers re- | 


peating an A of Parliament : Would ir 


be a good cxcule to alledge they meant 


| nothing buta little Laughing. That the 


Bench and the Bear-Garden, Panchinello 
and the 2 Howes, had the fame Alphabet 


in Commo;z ? That they ought to have 


the Privilege of Speech, and put their 
Words together as they had a mind to : 
Would not the Reaſon, and the Hardi- 
neſs of ſuch a Plea, be very extraordina- 
ry? The Caſe before us 1s much the 
ſame, only a great deal worſe. For what 
can be more outrageouſly Wicked, than 


| —_ 6 
the!ſm, to Five un the Bible to Raves and 


> 

Far par yy © 
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" 


to expole Religion to the Scorn of A- 


T1) 


Love or | Strumpets, and to make Impudence and 


| ith © 599P-59: Inſpiration ſpeak the ſame Language *? 
[1 Poubls Thus the Wiſdom of Ged is burlefqu'd, 

W Dez/er- p. 1s Omntpotence play'd with, and Hea- 
[= 18, &. e's the Diverſion of Hell. To reply, 
1 that tho* the Woras are Scripture, the Sub- 


Jett and Application are different, 1s to CON- 
 tefs the Inditment, and give up the 
Cauſe. For pray what isit to burleſque 
a grave Author? Is it not to wrelſt* his 
ſs! Meaning, and alter his Matter ; to turn 
gs. tim into Jeft and Levity, and put him 
under Circumſtances of Contempt ? 

Thus we ſee his 4 Propafition ts all 
Sophiitry, and falſe Reaſoning : 

T ſhall now go back to his 24, which 
I think would have ſtood as well in the 
latt place. He atſires the izepartial Rea- 
aer, not to conſiaer any E xpreſſuon or Paſ- 

o; ſage, cited from any Play, as it appears in 

ET P. 9.19, My Book ; wor to paſs any Sentence upon tt 

| oat of its proper Scene, &c, For it muit 

not be medled with when *tis alienated 
from its Charatier, Well! Let the Rea- 

Is aer compare his Plays with the View, &c. 

's as muchas he [rg However, there's 

= no neceſſity of paſſing through all his 

Forms, and Methods of preicribing. For 
it the Paſlage be truly cited, 1f the Sen- 

tence de - full, and determind why mayn't 


we BAC er ſtand; it where*ere 'tis met with ? 
bes hy 


x HI — wnrt"v, 
5 why 


( 48] 
Why mult we read a Page for a Period * 
Can't a Plant be known without the 
Hiſtory ofthe Garden ? Beſides, He may 
remember I have frequently hinted his 
Chara&ers, touched upon their Quality 
and Fortune, and made them an Aggra- 
vation of his Fault. 

Bur to fijence this Plea, I had told 
him: tziore that no pretence of pf 
or Puniithment, could juſtify Profaneneſs 
on the Stage. I gave him my Reaſons yiew 
for't too, whick he is not pleas'd to take p. 95. 
notice of. To enlarge on them a little : 

And here I deſire to know what Ser- 
vicedoes Blaſphemy, and Protaneneſsup- | 
on the Staze? Is it to pleate, Or to 1m» 
prove the Audience? Sur ely not the firſt: 
For what Pleature can it be to fee the 
greateit Being contemn'd, the beſt Friend 

Ill treated, and the ſtrongeſt Enemy pro- 

vok'd? The Jews uſed to rend their 

Cloaths at the hearing of Blaſphemy, and 

is it.now become the Entertainment of 
Chriſtians? To ſee Men dety the Al- | 
mighty, and play with Thunder,- one - 1 
would think ſhould be far from Diverſi- | 
on. Are the Charms of Profanenels 10 
ſtrangely inviting, 1s there ſuch Mulick 
1N an Oath, and are the Vamn'd to be 
courted tor their Company ? 'The Stage 


is oftentimes a lively Emblem of Hell ; 
There's 


(16). 


There's the Language, and the Lewd- 
neſs; There are the Devils too, and al- 


moſt every thing but the Darkneſs and 
Deſpair. "Theſe hideous Characters are 


generally Perſons of Figure, often re-_ 


warded, {eldom puni{h'd, and when they 
are, the Correction is {ſtrangely gentle and 
difproportion'd. *Tis juſt as it a Man 
ſhould be ſet in the Stocks for Murther, 
and ſhamed a little for firing a Town. - 
To ſay a Man has been Protane in ge- 
neral, and then to puniſh him 1s ſome- 
what Intelligible; To make him an Ex- 


ample without Inſtance, and Particulari- 


ty, 1s a fate way of Dramatick Juſtice: 
But when he 1s {ufler*d to Act his Diſtra- 
Ction, and practiſe before the Company, 
the Puniſhment comes too late. Such 
Malefactors are infectious, and kill at 
their very Execution. *Iis much fater 
not to hear them talk, than to ſee them 
{uffter. A bad Age 1s too apt to learn ; 
and the Puniſhment in jeſt, brings on 
the Crime 1n earneſt, Some Vices wont 
bear the naming: They are acted in ſome 
meaſure when they are ſpoken, and ap- 
prov'd when they are hearkr'd to. 'Thus 
the Play-Hoxje often ſpreads thoſe Vices 
ir repreſents, and the Humour of the 
Tow is learn'd by ſhewing it. So that if 
Inftrution 1s intended, nothing can be 

HILOTG 


| 


( l 7 ) | 
mare. igcorant, AD Diverſion nothing more 
Te 


ing often heard, 


averiiba cools upon Caine, ond the 


frightfulnefs of the Idea is abatiads. Fa- 


rtaliafity. reconcites us to 111 Stghts, and- 


wears 'off the Deformity of a Monſter. 
Thusby Curſmng and Swearing, the Abuſe 
of Sue and Profine Jeſts, which are 


ſo frequent on the S:age, the Boldnels' of 
the- Gritne grows leis rerharkabk; and 


the Terrors'of Con{crenoceare laid allcep : 
And if there happens to- be Wit in the 
_ Cafe, *tis 4 Vehicle to the Poyfon, and 


makes it #0 down with Pleafure. Thos: 


young: People are furnifhed with Protane: 


the Palhonsof Humane Naturemiſ] placed : 
People laugh when they Should tremble, 
and dufdite! what they ought to adore. 
Had we-a due regard for the Hononr of 
God, and were Death-and Judgment laid 
before us, thar is, were we Chriſtians in 


good earneft ; theſe wretched Liberties 


would be al] Pain, and Permance to us: 

They'd wound: che Senſe, and chill rhe 
Blood and make us fweat with Antpachy 
and Driguſt : We ſhould be ſer'd with 
a fit of Horror, and almoſt trighten'd m- 


to Agony and Convulion. 
C From 


ard Atheitm 19kept mn Countenance; 
The Majety of Rehgion is weaken'd, and: - 
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(18). 
. From what TI have ſaid *twill follow, 
that provided Mr. Corgreve 1s fairly cited 
for Smut, or Profaneneſs, Sentence may be 
paſſed without having recourſe to Scere, 
or Charatter, I ſay it may be paſſed fo 
far as to condemn him of a Fault; Tho? 


1 confeſs the degrees, and aggravation of 


it, will in ſome meaſure depend on the 
Charafters, and the Fortune of them. 

 T have done with Mr. Conpgreve's Pre- 
Iiminaries, and ſhown the unreaſonable- 
neſs of them. If he demands them as a 
Right, his Title is defeated, 1f he begs 
them as a Favour, he ſhould have peti- 
tion'd in another Form. He: {ſhould not. 
have been {ſo ihort with the Reader as to 
deſire him to proceed no farther, but retarn 


to my View, &c. if he thought in his Con- 


ference his few things too much to be granted. 
But why ſhould this Gentleman put this 


hardſhip upon People, which he does not 
allow of himſelt ? 1 ſuppoſe Mr. Comgreve's 
Conſcience may be large enough for any 
Reader, why then does he require any 
more? The Author thinks his few things, 
zoo much to be granted, and yet the Coar- 
teons Reader mult think otherwe! I ſay 
Mr. Corgreve thinks them too much, why 
elſe does he engage to uſe them with ſuch 
Caution, to muzzle, and bind them upto 
their good Behaviour ? 


Mr. 


(19) 
Mr.. Coz _—— proceeds to acquaint us 
how careful the Srage is for the Inſftru#ti- 


ox of the Audience. That the Moral of the p "OY 


whole is generally ſummed in the concluding - 
| Lines of the Poem, and put into Rhyme that 
it may be eaſy and engaging to the Memory. 
To this I anſwer, 

1//, That this Expedient is not always 
| made uſe of. -And not to trouble the Rea- 
aer with many Inſtances, we have nothing 
of it in Love ina Nunnery, and the Re- 
lapſe, both which Plays are in my Opini- 


on not a little dangerous. 
 ely. Sometimes theſe Comprehenſive 


Lines do more harm than good : "They 
do ſo in the Souldiers Fortane: They do 
ſo likewiſe in the O!d Batcheloar ; which 


inftruQs us to admirable purpoſe in theſe 
Words; 


But 0h <=---- 


What rugged ways attend the Noon of Life? 
(Oar ſun declines )and with what anxious flrife, 
What pain we tug that galling Load aWife ? 


This Moral is uncourtly, and vitious, 
it encourages Lewdnels, and agrees ex- 
treamly well with the Fable. Love for 
Love may have ſomewhat a better Fare- 


wel, but would do a Man little Service 
C 2 ſhould. 


þ 
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(20) 
{ſhould he remember it to his dying Day . - 
Here Angelica afier a fit of Profane Var 
nity in Proſe, takes her Leave as follows; 


' The Miracle to Day is that we find. 
A Lover true : Not that a Woman's kind. 


'This laſt Word is fomewhat ambigu- 
ous, and with a little help. may ſtrike oft 
intoalght Senſe, But _ it at the beſt, 
*tis not overloaden with Weight and 
Apothegme. A. Ballad is every jot as fen- 
rqntious: OT RL ONLY 

2aly. Suppokng the Moral grave, and 
uncxceptionable, it amounts to little in 
the preſent Caſe. Alas! The Doctor comes 
too late for the Diſeaſe, and the Antidote 
is much too weak for the Poyſon. When 
a Poet has flouriihed on an ill Subject for 
fome Hours : When- he has Larded his 
Scexes with Smut, and play*d his Jeſts on 
Religion ; and exhauſted himfelf upon 
Vice ; what can a dry Line or two of 
ccoa Counſel ſignify ? The. Tincture +58. 
taken, the Fancy! is preingaged, and the 
Man is gone OGit into another Intereſt. 
Projane Wit, Luſctous Expreflions, and 
the handiome Appearance of a Libertize, 
iIGUiCcit itrongiy for Debauchery, 'Thefe 
{lungsare mighty Recrwts to Folly, and 
make the Will too hard for the Under- 

ſtanding. 


(It -) 


ſtanding, ' A taſte of Phifofoph has a ve- 
ry flat Teliſh, after fo full an Entertain- 
ment, An 2orceable Impreſſion 1s not 
eaſily defaced by a {ſingle Stroak, eſpeci- 
ally when *tis worn deep by Porce, and 
Repetition. Andas the Azazerce are not 
fecu”'d, fo neitherare the Poets this way. 
A Moral Sentence at the Clofe of a Lewd 
Play, is much like a pious Expreffion in 
' the Mouth of a dying Man, who has 
been Wicked all his Life time. This ſorne | 
ignorant Peopfe cafl making a good End, 
as if one wiſe Word would atto attone for an 
Age of Folly. To rerurn to the Srage. 
- ſa ppoſe other parts of a Diſcourſe bc- 
ides the Concluſion, ought to be free 
_ from Infettion. If a Matt was Sound on- 
ly at his Fingers Ends, he would have 
little comfort 3 in his Eonſtirntion, Bonar 
fit ex inteora canſa; A ood AQtion muſt 
have nothing bad. The Quality muſt be 
uniform, an d reachto every Circumſtance. 
In ſhorr, This Expedient of Mr. Con- 
grous s as 7s infientfcant £2 the purpoſe 
ris brought, {o ic ooks very like 4 P!ece 
of formal Fypocricy : And fe2ms to be 
made uſe of to conceat the Immorality of ” 
the Play, and cover the Poet from Cen- -— 
ſore. 
Mer. Congreve in the Dbable Dea!:z makes 
three of his Ladies Strumpets ; Thi 1 T 
C'3 thougit 
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28) 
thought an odd Compliment to Qualzty, 
But mv Reflection it ſeems 15 over ſevere. 
However, by his favour, the Characters 
in a Play ought to be drawn by Nature: 
To write otherwiſe is to make a Farce. 


The Szage therefore muſt be ſuppos'd an 


Image ot-the World, and Quality in F1- 
&tion reſemble Quality in Life, This 
Reſemblanee ſhould likewiſe hold in 
Number, as well as inother Reſpetts, 
tho? not to a Mathematical Strictneſs. 
Thus in Plautms and Terence, the Slaves 
are generally repreſented falſe, and the 
Old Men eaſy and over credulous. Now 
if the Majority in theſe Diviſions ſhould 
not anſwer to the World ; It the Drama 
ihould croſs upon Converſation, the Poets 
would be to blame, as I believe they are 
Mm the later Inſtance. Thus when the 
greateſt part of Qzality are debauched on 
the Sage, 'tis a broad Tnnuendo they are 
no better in the Boxes. 

4his Argument he pretends proves too 
much, and would make us believe that 
by this way of reaſoning, if four Women 
were ſhewn «pon the Stage, and three of them 
were Vitious, it is as much as to [ay that three 


parts in four of the whole Sex are ſtark naught. 


[ ag{wer, the Caſe is not parallel. The 
Repreſentation 1n his Play turns more up- 
on. Condition than Sex. ?Tis the Quali- 


(23) 
ty which makes the Appearance, marks 
the CharaFer, and points out to the Com- 
pariſon Abroad. —\— - 
His Precedents from Virgil are unſer- 
viceable upon two Accounts. - - 
1/*. The Fatt js miſreported. The Ca- 
talogue of ill Women in that Poem, is not 
{o numerous as 1s pretended. Mr. Coz- 


greve exempts four of them from this 
Charge, and I'll help him to four more, 


For Creuſa and Lavinia are perfely paſ- 


ſive; and over-ruled. Then as for Ca- 


mills, why is ſhe Thrown into the black 
Lift, and ranged with Ale#o and the 
Harpyes ? What Decrees of the Goas does 


fhe deſpiſg ? She ſtood by Latingus *tis true, 


neither doesthe Poet oblige her to quit his 
Intereſt. So#that for any thing that ap- 
pears, the Lady was a good Woman in 
her way. Totheſe if we add Anza, Di- 
do's Siſter, a very innocent Princeſs, I be- 
leve we may venture to Poll with Jo, 
and all her Party. 
2ly. His Matter of Fa& as ſtated by 
himſelf, makes againſt him. For if V7-- 
gil did well in making moſt of his Female 


CharaQters faulty and exceptionable, be- cane». 
_ cauſe as Arilftotle has wentur'd to affirm, P- "7 


there are more bad than good Womez: in the 
World, then there ought to be a propor- 
tion between Lite and poerick Imitation ; 

C 4 A 


_—_ 
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A Propartion even to. Compytatian, tha' 
- Not Jult to, equality and. telling of Noſes. 
And thus his Hluftration deftreys his. Ar- 
 gument, even by the Authority af 41r/- 
 ftotleand Boſſa; and which is worſt ofall, 
by higown, whocites them with Appro- 


"= 


batign. i 


There's one unlucky thipg behing:Angd 
that is his concurring with Ar/{otle- in a 
Ibid. very unceremonious Paradox, I lus Phy 
 Tofopher has wentur'd to affirm that there 
are more bad, than good Women 4p the World, 
Very likely ? If he hag {aid there are more 
bad Men than good ones, the Diſcovery 
might have. been altogether as conlidera- 
ble. But we are not yet at the end of the 
Ibid. Indictment. For as he goes on, 7 he HWo- 
wez (take them altogether} do more harm; 
thangood. Well. Ariſtotle was a bold Man : 
However, this is to be ſajd for him ; he 
was no Szage Poer, Had his coneerns been 
with the P:t or Boxes, *tis likely you had 
ſeen him better poliſh'd, But that My. 
Coxgreve ſhould Countenance an Author 
in his Misbehaviour, and make his Court 
thus awkardly to the Ladics, is ſomewhat 
{urprizing. Is this the way to oblige the 
} Women, to tel} them they do wore harin 
|; - than good in the World ; that their Sex ts a 
= ___ Pubbek Nufance, and an Errovr in Cre. 
= Yon q 


Lo: _ 
I had charg'd our Modern Dramatiſts, 


and particularly Mr, Copgreve With being View. p. 
too free in expoſing the Nobulity under 22, 175 


Characters of Lewdnels and Contempt. 
This I obſerv'd - was no Cuſtom of the 
Rawar Stage; And that P/autzs and Te- 
rence, were - much more courtly and re- 


ſery'd, 'Fhis Remark he endeavours to ,,.. ; 
diprove from Perſus and Juvenal, As p. ig. 


how? Did theſe Awthors write either 
Corredy or Tragedy, or have their Citations 
any Reference to the Dyame ? Not at all: 
Why then are they alledg'd ? To what 
End 1s a foreign Character and Buſineſs 
haled 1n to determine upon the Stage ? 
Well. But thefe Poets were Satyriſts, and 
play'd their Tnvectives upon Quality, and 
1$nat this fomewhar to the purpoſe ? But 
very httle. For, 

1. 'Fhe Satyr of a Comedzar and an 
other Poet, have a different Effect upon 
Reputation. A Character of Diſadvan- 
_ tage upan the S2age, makesa ftronger Im- 
preſſion than elſewhere. Reading is but 
Hearing at the fecond Hand : Now Hear- 
ing at che belt, is a more languid Con- 
 Yeyance . than Sught. For as Horace ob- 
_ lerves, 


Sean irritant animios demiſfa per aurem, n, . 


Guam gue ſuxt oculis ſubjects fidelibus. -== Loc. 
'H The 


(26) F 


The Eye 1s much more affecting, and 

{trikes deeper into the Memory than the 

Ear. Beſides, Upon the Stage both the 
Senſes are in ConjunAtion. The Life of 
the Attionfortifies the Ohject, and awak- 
ens the Mind to take hold of it. Thusa 
dramatick Abuſe is rivetted in the And:- 
exce, a Jeſt is1mprov*d into an Argument, 
and rallying grows up into Reaſon : Thus 

X a Character of Scandal becomes almoſt 
indelible, a Man goes fora Blockhead up- 
F on Context ; and he that's made a Fool in 
| BRI a Play, 1s often made one for his Life- 


F time. *Tis true he paſſes for ſuch only 
þ F among(t the prejudiced and unthinking; 
bi but theſe are no inconſiderable Diviſion 
by of Mankind. Fortheſe Reaſons, I hum- 
1 bly conceive the Stage ſtands in need of 
48 2 great deal of Diſcipline and Reſtraint : 
[4 io give them an unlimited Range, 1s in 
4 cF:&to make them Maſters of all Moral 
al Dittinctions, and tolay Honour and Re- 
'N ton at their Mercy. To ſhew Great-. 
Pls. _ nefs ridiculous, is the way to loſe the 
Fs 17e, and abate the value of the Quality. 


Things made little in jeſt, will ſoon be o . 
—- in carneit: For I aughing and Eſteem, 
are {ſeldom beſtow*d on the ſame Object. 
2:;, The Cenfures of Juvenal and Per- 
tus, are very moderate, and remote in 
? >, Als. Congreve's Citations. TJuvenal _ 
ome- 
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(27 ) 
{ſomewhat .the cloſeſt. He Rallies the 
Flattery and Partiality of the Times ; and 
tells us that Gaming & Debauchery were 
Scandalous to little People; But when 
theſe Vices dwelt un great Houſes, they 
chang'd Complexion, and grew Moa:ſþ 
and Gernt:/e, Thus we fee the Poet keeps 
within the Terms of Reſpe&, ſlides over 
the 2aality, and points rather upon the 
Fortune of the Libertine. Now had J«- 
venal written a Comedy, laid the Scene »,.z:, 
in his own Country, Created a Lord a Deater. 
Coxcamb, and ſhewn him ſuch for three 
hours together, his caſe, had been ſome- 
what hard. But this branch of Satyr was 
left for Mr. Coxgreve's refining ; who to 
do him right, has treated the Character 
| with zach Delicacy of fine Raillery, and Ex- Amend. 
cellency of Good Manners, as he Phrafes it. ?- 27 
His Teſtimony from Rapzz does not 
come up to his Point. For as T obſerv?d, ... _ 
Moliere Ridicules no Quality higher than ;_,.! © 
a Marquis: Now, notwithitanding Mr. 
Denniss Exclamation, a Marquis in Fraxce 
1s much leſs than a Marquis in Eng lang, 
or a Baroz either. This I take it is pret- 
ty plain from Molzere himſelf, for in his 
Play called, L' Impromte de Verſailles, Bre- 
court one of the Minor Nobſefs, treats a P. 22. 29. 
Marquis with great Familiarity. He calls 
lum Moz puavre Marquis, and Te te promet 
; ar - 


('20:) 
Marquis ; now this way of _ is 
_ not Manners, unleſs to Equals, or Interi- 
; And in another Play, the Chevalier Do- 
"Evitique dc ranute Converles with a Marquis uPOorn 
a ' Terms of Equality, and Cl/zmene a Lady, 
EM MES. Þ. , GS NS 
236, 287. Talutes him only by the T itle of Moz- 
fiear, whereas Moxſeignenr belongs to the 
Quality of an Exz/iſþ Lord. The Orders 
of the Biſhop of Arras run 1n this Stile ; 
And fo likewiſe does the Addreſs of two 
Yiew,*. French Letters to the preſent Ld. Biſhop 
"Þ of London, printed at the end of a' Book 
a called the toy eas of Separation. 
F Farther, Rapziz feems toCite L* Impromp- 
z# above-mentioned. Here Mclrere in- 
f torms us, that whereas Comedy former- 
FT ly plaid the Fool with none but Slaves 
f __ and Srving-men, now the Caſe was al- 
| ter'd, and there was no ſport withaut a 
' ridiculons Marquis. But as for making 
# | bold w::h People - of Quality and the Court, 
| this is all added by Rapiz. However, 
_ granting this, the meaning and practice of 
y Moliere , *tis eaſily reconcited with the 
z Senſe I am contending tor. For a Perfon 
= of Quality does not ſound fo high in Frexch 
& as in Exzliſh; the lower Nobleſs being 
1.4 often comprehended mm this Diſtinction. 
1: L Impr0% Thus Moliere's Brecourt 1s called a Man 
12 774% of Quality in the Liſt of the evi 
I's ut. 


2 


(29) 
but in the Play he is only Chewvalzer, or 
a Knight, at the beſt, And in tus Play, 
called, L” Boargeoss Gentil- Homme, a Per- 
ſon of Quality often means no more than f. "3! 
a Gentleman. And to proceed, thus we 
may fairly underſtand the remainder of 
Rapin 1n Mr, Congreve's Citation. He 
tells us the other Poets Playd only upon 
Common and Country Conver (ation, mn their 
Comedies, Et Moliere « joue tout Paris et Ia 
Cour. La Cour, yes; but not foxte /a Cour. 
Here Rapiny oppoſes, La vie Boargeos/e, 
Country Converſatwn, to the Court. Now 
41 Boargeoiſe ſignifies a Perſonof the Third . . 
Eftate, as diſtinguiſhed from the Nobleſs, 4 
or Gentry, So that the meaning of the 
Paſlage ſeems to be no more, than that 
Moliere took {ome of his Fools from the 
Geptry, which was more than the Stage 
had done before. But after all, if Rapsr. 
has mis-reported Molere, and given him 
more Liberty than he took, it makes no- 
thing to Mr. Coxpreve's purpole; for the 
torce of the Teftimony does not lye in 
what KRep7z has ſaid, but in what Moltere 


has written. 

AT, Corgreve is fo hardy as to affirm 
that 1 4 1m plain terms for having Com- 
plements paſs on Perjons of Quatity,and nei- 
ther will allow their Follies, nor their Vi- 
ces to ve expoſed, Tis Ieonfels is to be 

over- 


View, &c. 
P. 175. 


LO F 

over - Ceremonious. But the beſt on't 
is, there's nothing like it in the whole 
Book. Thevery place quoted by Mr. Cor- 
grieve 1s a proof of the Calumny: The 
Paſlage ſtands in the Form of a queſtion 
thus. Ard can't they laſh the Vice, with- 
out pointing upon the Quality? Which 
way of ſpeaking, WY proc it a very practi- 

cable bulineſs ; unleſs this Gentleman will 
aſhrm that Folly, and Peerage, are Inſe- 
parable. I would gladly know what 
over-{training of Ceremony, What Fla- 
tery 15 there in all this? I confeſs, I am 
of Opinion that ali Szryr ought to have 
regard to Quality and Condition, and that 
Decency and Reproot ſhould go together. 


IT can't think it any Excellence of good 


Manners, to expoſe the Nob:lity 1n their 
Robes, to put Contempt among thew T1- 


_ tles, and torepreſent them in ſuch a Man- 


ner, as if the Lordand the Fool, like Horſe 


and Man, in a Ceztaur, grew naturally 


Dougle 
Deater 
P. 79. 
Amend. 
© 22. 


together. 

Mr. Corgreve proceeds in his Defence, 
and endeavors to wipe off the Imputati- 
on of Smut and Pedantry from Ld. Touch- 
00d ; But here he Cites more than 1s ne- 
ceffary: I had nothing to do with his 


 Veyſes, as the Reader may eaſily Imagine. 


'T was the Proſe part .of Ld. Touchwood to 


which I ObjeCted. And that I fay (till is 
foul 


foul in the Image, Embarrass'd with tri- 
fling Epithites, and ill ſuited to the Cha- 
rater. But thus by producing the In- 
nocent withthe Guilty, he hoped to make 
the Charge appear unreaſonable. 
We are now come to the Mowrnzg- 
Bride; and Mr. Cone reve ſeems {o well a\- 
lur'd of the Decency of this Pay, that he 
caſts the whole Cauſe upon it. [f there be 
Immodeſty in this Tragedy (lays he) I muſt {_— 
confeſs my ſelf incapable of ever writing any " mn 
thing with Modeſty, Tt may be ſo: Anill 
Cuſtom. 1s very hard to Conquer, with 
ſome People. But ſetting this matter 
| aſide; I till charge Mr. Congreve with 
 Immodeſty; *tis in Oſmiz's laft Speech in ,, ;,... 
the Pape above-mentioned. Indeed I did p. 3s. 
not Cite the words becauſe I am not wil- 
ling to furniſh the Reader with a Col- 
le&tion of Indecencies, to ſhew I defign 
nothing but fair dealing : I always reter 
to the Play, and generally to the Chara- 
Cter, and Page, where ſuch Entertain- 
ment is to be met with. This is preſſing 
the Charge as far as the Caſe will bear ; 
But becauſe the Paſſages are unfit to be 
ſhown, Mr. Coxgreve and his Brethren 
deny the Fact: A great Inſtance of their 
Modeſty in another Senſe. Is it Inno- 
cence then to be guilty of things too bad 
tobe nam'd? What ſort of Faults muſt 
7 thoſe 
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| i thoſe be, which won't endure tle Light; 
tho only. to puniſh them. pen of 250 
This Gentleman quarrels with me be- 
'.) _ cauſe I would have had Almeria and. O/- 
= — Awendr. iz parted Civilly; as if it was not Peo- 
l | "4 perforLovers to do ſo; But Civiliry,and 
Ibid. DIncivility hawe nothing t0 ds with Paſſion, 
_ I deny that, Ivcwvilicy and Paſſion, are 
often concern'd together ; And 1 ſwppoſe 
his Amendments may make an Inftance, 
. By C:villy, T means only decently, as 
any one might eakily imagine. And as 
for Texaerneſs, when it grows Rank, and 
Nauleous, *tis Rudenels, I take it. 

Mr. Coxgreve would excuſe Ofmiz's 
Rant, by ſaying, That moft of the Incis 
8 dents of the Poem of this Seene ana the for- 
| \_"*” mer, were latd to prepare for the Violence 
F of theſe Expreſſious. I ut be 1o, I think 
7 : the Play was not werth the Candle. "Is 
Bt much as Wife as it would be tor a Man 
to make a long Preparation to get out of 
his Wits, and qualicie himſelf for Bedlam. 
=_ - For nothing can be more diſtracted than 
; q Oſmp. He 15 for FIDING his clotied Hairy, 
| | | Smearing the Walls with his Blood, ana-aaſh> 
6 M. Brid: ing his disfigurea Face againſ+ ſomething, 


rt ee Bn 
TM ROI AGE" «Rn 1 


T p. 35. And a great deal more ſuch ſtuff, as a 

Man may go to all the Mad-Houlſes in 

Town, and ſcarcely hear of Was it 

worth O/z::z's white to be thus Loon: 
4 an 


% 


(33) 

and are all Lovers to take a Pattern from 
this Hero? T am forry Mr. Congreve was 
at all this troubletor a Prophane Alluſion ; 
but he is poſitive there's nothing either of 
Prophaneneſs or Immodeſh in the Expreſſion, Amend, 
With Immodeſty T did not Charge it: But *** 
1s there nothing of Profaxeneſs in bringing 
the moſt folemn Things in Religion upon 
the Srzage; In making a Mad-man Rave 
about Heaven, and in comparing the dil- 
appointments of Love, with Damnation ? 

| 'The Lanes ſhall appear once again. 


O my Almeria; Tm 
What do the Damw'd endure but to deſpair ; 
But knowing Heaven to know it loſt for ever ! 


Mr. Coxgreve does not know how theſe , _. 
Verſes are a Similitude drawn from the Creed: 
I can't help ir. I thought the Eternal 
Puniſhment of the Damned had been parr Arhonsf. 
of of the Creed. I ſham't untie ſuch knots <<< 
as theſe are for the future. He rells me1had 2 
bat an ill hold of Profaneneſs in hi Play, and -— 
was reduced to catch at the Poetry; And then 
makes a miſerable jelt about Corruption jv 
and Generation. T had but ill hold of Pro« 
fanereſs ! As 1l] as *twas, he has not yer 
wreited it from me. *I'was in my Pow- 
| cr belides to have taken better, and {ince 
he complains of gentle uſage, I ſhall do 
1t, D > ah 


(.34 ) 

a 2-4: Tn the firit place, here's frequent SWeAr- 
p;8, ing by Heaven, T \nppoſe the Pers think 
#7, 43 

this nothi ng, their P/ays are {o much lard-. 
e+ with it. But our S$:v/0ar has: given 
us an other Notion of this Liberty ; He 
charges us 70: to Swear at all, And tells 
Se. Mar. <. US exprefly, that He that ſwears by Hea- 

3%. Xt: vepp, fivears by the Throne of God, and by 

*' irhan ſits thereon. 

To go on to another Branch of his 
Irreligiov. The Scene of this Play lies in 

_ Chrittendom, as is evident from the Hi- 
ſtory, or Fable e; and to mention nothing 
more from O/miu's Rant: Let us ſee then 

now O/mizaccolts Almeria, when he found 
ir {ate on Shore : Truly I think their 

—_ Meetizg is as extravagant, as their Part- 

Amend. ;z7, tho Mr. Congreve Won't allow it 

. ſhould be ſo. The Ceremony runs thus. 


yd 
© 


Mourn. B. Tho Excellence, thou Jo, thou Heaven f | 
| Love. 


Thus the little ſucceſſes of a pair of Lo- 

'7ers,, are cquaiPd with the Glories of || 

S ht And a Paultry Paſſion ftram'd | 
up to the Beatifick Viſion, I fay Pal- 
ry, for ſo *tis upon the Compariſon. 
To go on. Aimeria OG ſomewhat 
of the Plaz-Houſe Breeding, is reſolved 
ROE£0 be Wanting 1n the return of theſe 


Civili- 


(35) 
Civilities. She therefore makes him a 
Glorified Saint for the firſt piece of Gra- 
_ fitude, and then gives him a ſort of Pow-_ 
er Paramount to Ommntpotence, and tells 


him that God Almighty could not make 
her happy without him. 


I pray 4 to thee as to 4 Saint. 
And thou haft heard my Prayer, for thou 


[ ar C C0722 DP a6 


To m) Diltreſs, to my Deſpair ; which Hea- 


[ Ver 
W zrhout thee could not Care, o 


P ICE has another Flight, and ſhews 
_ the Rankneſs of her Wing every Jt as 
| much as in the former. 


"Tis more is Recompence to ſee thy Face, 
If Heaven is greater Joy, it is no Happineſs. 


_ This1is Mrs. Brides Complement, w hich 

both for the Religion and Decency 1s 
_ ſomewhat Extraordinary. 
 Manxel, a Chriſtian Prince, upon the 
news of a Rival, Swaggers at a molt Im- 
plous rate, Paganiſm was never bolder 
with Iaols, nor Japiter more brav'd by 
the Gyants. It runs thus. 


$5.7 NG 
Better for him to tempt the Rage of Hea- "_ M 


D 2 7. 8M 


'% 


( 36J) 
And wrench the Bolt red hiſſing from the 
_ [Hand 
Of him that "29 Wh thas but think ſuch 


= -: [ Inſolexce, 
=” "Tis daring for a God. 


And to make the matter TITTY Mr. 

Coxgreve does not ſeem to think this A- 
Amend. theiſtical Sally a fault in Manuel, He 
P. 3o- ſets us know he has puniſh'd him for his 

Tyranny, but not a word of his Profane- 

neſs. 
I | _ Once more and I have done. Oſmiy's 
| * "i of Almeria are an Original in their 
ll und 


=_ 35 My all of Bliſs, my varia Life, 

Li Soul of wy Soul, and End of all my Wiſpes, 

+ Here's Ceremony to Adoration; He 
makes her his Supreme Happineſs, and 
gives her Sovereign Worſhip: In ſhort, | 
'This Reſpect 1s the Prerogative of Hea- | 
ven. *Tis flaming Wickedneſs to ſpeak 
it to any thing leſs than God Almighty : . 
And to fet the Profaneneſs in the better | 


A! Light,t runs all in devout Language, and 
=_— Chriſtian Tranſport. 


I come now to the Vnondiont of his 


i 2 Poctry » "Where in the firſt place, he 
- Ames Complains extreamly ; becauſe 1 Mil- 
bl  Þ.z;, quoted Waſting Arr, for Wafting 4tr. 
i 2; Now 


(37) 
Now to my Mind, the reſtoring of the 
Text 1s a very poor relief, For this later 
Epithere is perfectly expletive and foreign 
to the matter in hand; there's neither 
Antitheſis nor Perſpicuity ut. It neither 
clears the Senfſe,- nor gives Spirit to the 
Expreſſion: Beſides, the word 15 almoſt 
worn out of uſe, and were it otherwile, 
*twould rather belong to the Water ; 
For to waft a Fleet of Merchants 1s to 
Convoy them, but not, I ſuppole, through 
the Air: So that the Poer at beſt, ſeems to 
have miſtaken his Element. However, I 
ask his Pardon for Tranſcribing an s, for 
and f, and expect he ſhould ask mine; 
for putting S-perſtitzos upon me, and 
commenting upon hisown Blunder, when 
'twas Printed Szppoſition in all the three Ty 
Rt | - Tod _ 
Editions of my Book. 

Mr. Congreve is now Cruizing for Re- 
prifals, and bears down boldly upon a 
whole Period. This litter of Epithets, &c, View, & 
He ſays this Compariſon of mine i hanaſome. .-- 
Why, ſo it may be for all his Diſproof : 29+ 
Ualels the itanding of 1t in his Book 1s &- 
nough to make it ridiculous. I contels 
there may be ſomething 1n that, for bad 
Company is often a diſadvantage; belides, 

I was Illuſtrating his fine Sentences, and 

ſhowing his Buckram to the Reader ; Up-_ 

on this accaſion a little {ingularity in the 
D $ E.x- 


\ 

(20) 
fxprefſion was not unſeaſonable: How- 
ever I was ſenſible of it, and 1ntroduced 
it with Qualifying, and Caution. 

Mr. Conereve in defence of ſame Lines 
of his Cited by me, Anſwers, that the 
gon 2 © Dittion of Poetry conſiſts of Figures, ana the | 

\ 33+ 34) ET”. 
Amend. frequent uſe of Epithets. T agree with him, 
F. 39, 3!. but then the Figures {hould be unforc'd, 
Ariftotless Arawn with Proportion, and allyed to the 
Rher.L. 2. matter 1n hand. The Epzchers likewiſe 
©? muſt beSmooth, Natural and Significant. 

But when they are lean, and remote from 

the buſineſs, when they look hard and 
{tifi, when they clog and incumber the 

Senſe, they areno great Ornaments. Whe- 

ther Mr. Coxgreves are of this later kind, 
or not, I ſhall leave it to the Reader to de- 
termine |! : Ly, 
 - Aﬀeer a hideous ColleQtion of Profaxe- 
eſs, T expreſſed my ſelf with ſomewhat 

more than ordinary Concern, as was both 
very natural and proper ; Amongſt other 
Expreſſions, I ſaid, Nature made the Fir- 
ment aaa riſing of the Blood for ſuch Occaſions. 
By NatureI grant him, I meant nothing 
leſs than God Almighty. That our Me- 
ehaniſm was contrived fo as to make our 
Paſhons ſerviceable; Our Conſtitution 
adjuſted to our Mind, and our Blood fo 
difpoſed as to reinforce the operations of 
_ eur Reaſon. And pray what is there ex- 
: cepti- 


= . 
_— - 
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(39) 
tionable in all this? ' And where lies 


the Miſtake, m Relr9707, or natural Phi. 
lofophy? T can hardly foroive my {elf the 


taking notice of ſuch Objections as theſe. 
But Mr. Congreve was refolved to make 


his Logzck and Droliery of a peice, and 1 
' mult be produced in Ferment and Figure,as he 
{ calls it, But this Expreſſion I ſhall leave 

_ with the Rexaer, and give him fome time 
| to make Senſe owt. He wonders atter 


all ,why I ſhonld uſe fo much IV ehemence? Ve-p 0 


hemence againſt what? Againſt Profane- 


eſs and Blaſphemy. _ theſe then ſuch 


harmlels Prattices, that they mu't be 


gently treated ! Is Of oo of God, the 


ntereſt of Religion, and the Welfare of 
Humane Society fo very inſignificant? 
Are theſe things beneack our Paſſions, and 
not worth the contending for? And worrr 
chey juſtifie a lictle warmth and expoſtu- 
lation in their behalf ? Chr:{fzanity is Mrld, 

*tis true, bur not in {uch caſes as this. The 


end. 


3+ 


Cretians did not Droll upon their Pzble Tir. Per, 


like the Modern Poers, and yet St. Paul; 
bids Titns Rebauke chem ſharply. St. Peter 
likewiſe and St. Juae Laſh the Lewdiicls 
of the Grofticks with great Severity of 
Language. But he asks me why all this 
Veherence in written Aronment * "as it Pa- 
_ per would bear Senſe, no more than *twill 


Ink ſometimes, or that Peon!2 were ob- 
Us lied 


”" JI 


Amend. 


Þ. 36. 


( 49 ) 

liged to write with oreater Negligence 
than they talk. This was a {hr ew que- 
ſtion ! But queſtions are eaſily ſtarted. 

Mr. Congreve is now come forward to 
the Vindication of his Comedys. He com- 
plains that in my Chapter of Profanenelſs, 
J have repreſented him falſf ly, or by Cie. 

That I have quoted him fally I deny ; 
neither has he been able to prove it in the 
lea/t In:tance : That he 1s ſometimes re- 
preſented imperfeRly I grant. His Im- 
modeſty forced me upon this Method. 
He 1s often too offenſive to appear. To 


have ſhewn him to the Reader in this 


Condition, had neither been Civil, nor 
Safe, Why then does he find fault with 
this Reſervedneſs ? 1s he ſorry his Inde- 
cencies are conceal'd, and grown proud 
of his Misbehaviour : ? 

We are now with the 0/4 Batchelour, and 
Mr. Congreve pretends Pm unfair in not 
citing Belimpar more at length. He ſays 
I conclude with a aaſh, as if both the 
Senſe ard the Words of the whole Sentence 
were 4! ap end, Jult the contrary, TI 
made a daſh -------- to ſhew there was 
{omething more {poken : But though the 
Sentence was not at an end, the Sexe was; 


_ as appears from the Words, the Pointing, 


and the Capital {etter w hich Eows. 


Let's les a little farther, it this Gentleman 


has 


(41) 
has received any harm. Bellmour is now 
talking to V ainlove. 


Bell. Couldſt thou be content to Marry 
Araminta ? 


V aizlove replies 18 a very pious queſlti- 
QN : 


Vain. Could you be content to go to Heaven? 
Bell. Hum, not immeatately in my Con- 
ſcience, not heartily : === Pd do 4 little 


more good in my generation firſt in order to 
aeſerve tt. 


He would do a little more good firlt, z. e. 

He would gladly be a Libertine ſome- 
what longer, and merit Heaven by a 
more hnu{h'd courſe of Debauchery. Thus 
we are taught to interpret Bellmoar by the 
Ota Batchelour and the Amendments, &Cc. 

He 1s very lewd 1n the progreſs of the 
Play, and Mr. Copgreve grants, he re- 
preſents the Charafter of a wild Debauchee of _— 

the Town; and that the expreſſion i light, "I 
and ſuited accordingly, _ 

This 1s a good hearty Confeſſion, and 

a ſufficient proof, that if I had quoted 

more Words, I had quoted more Pro- 

faneneſs; and therefore Mr. Congreve has 
reaſon to thank me for being Brief. 

Mr. 


RI 
Mr. Congreve drops the Defence of Foz- 
Ibid p. 39 4ewife, and makes Merry with the En- 
tertainment. His excuſe 1s, he was very 
munch a Boy when this Comedy was written. 
Not unlikely. He and his Muſe might 
probably be Minors ; but the Libertines 
there are full grown. But why ſhould 
'the Maz laugh at the Miſchief of the Boy, 
why ſhould he pabliſh the Diſorders of 
tis Nonage ? and make them his own by 
an after Approbation ? He wrote zt, it 

— ſeems, Yo amuſe himſelf in a flow Recovery 
ris from a Fit of Sickneſs. What his Diſeaſe 
was I am not to enquire ; but it muſt be | 
a very 1ll one, to be worſe than the Re- | 
medy. The Writing of that Play is a very 
dangerous Amulement either for Szckreſs, 
or Health, or Pm much miſtaken. 

He pleads Guilty to the nex: Article 
of Impeachmenat ; but then he 1s ſome- 
what profane in his very Acknowledg- 
ment, and ean't find in his heart to give 
up an old fault, without making a new 
One. | 
His next Attempt is to bring off Bell- 

mour, Who Kzyſſes the Strumpet Latitra, 

and tells her, Eternity was in that Moment. 

Mr. Corgreve's Anſwer is very ſurpriſing 

He tells us, To ſay Eternity i in a Mo- 
ment, i neither good noy bad, for "tis ſtark 

Þ. 40,414 Nonſenſe." 


A 
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(43) 

By his favour, the matter isquite other- 
wiſk If Mr. Comreve will have Patience, 
he ſhall ſpeak Nonſenſe by and 
to inake it the leſs a fault, he ſha 1 0 It 
unwillingly. | 

Whether this Gentleman borrow'd this 
Sentence, or made 1t, I can't rel; but 
there's juſt ſuch another in Love T; FIum- 


phayt ; where upon ſuch an' occaſion, Al- p, 


phonſo tells Vs ratoria : 
That Moment were Eterni ty iz little, 


The 


Now if Mr. Corgreve has not a mind 
to ſpeak Senſe, TI hope Mr. Drydez "e' 
have leave to do ſo. Howeyer , we'll 


prove our Right, and not ſtand to his 
wrs teſt 12, Now to lay of an Advan- 


me that Eternity was tn that Momezt, 
y. common Interpretation meant, the 


Pleaſure of Eternity, The SatisfaQtion is 


ſuppos'd to be fo great, that what 1s loi 
in the Duration, is madeup in the Qualj- 


ty. TIhs nn the preſent Application is 


hideouſly Profane ; but the ſenſe and p:- 
rit of the Expreſſion 1 is intelligible enough. 

Mr. Coxgreve in the cloſe of this Para- 
gragh 1s ſomewhat extraordinary. He 
pronounces the Citation fark Nonjezſe, and 
frankly declares, he had not cared thourh Þ 


wr 


34+ 


had diſcover'd it. Tthiok T have diſcover p. 4r. 


it ſomewhat worſe. However, I won- 
. der 
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der at his being ſo Reſign'd. What not 
care to have ſtark Nonſenſe found upon 
him ; Not. in a Printed Pay, and in the. 
Mouth of the fine Gentleman ! This is 
{ſtrange indeed, and I could hardly beleve 
it at firſt Sight : But the more I read of 
his Amendments, &c. the betterT am aſ- 
{ur'd of the Sincerity of his Confeſſion. 
Letitia has another lewd and very pro- 
0. 3:4 Tane Sentence given her, which I had ta- 
p.39, ken notice of, To this Mr, Copgreve 
View,Gc. an{wers, *I is the expreſſion of a wanton and 
P.03- wicious Charatter, and that ſhe is diſcover d 
Amend. 72x her Lewaneſs. T reply in the firſt place, 
P-+'- That my diſproof of his ſecond Poſtulate, 
or Propoſitzon, cuts off his retreat to this 
excule. 
_ Secondly. She is not diſcover'd in her 
Lewdneſs, nor makes a diſhonourable 
Exit ; and Mr. Comgreve contradicts his 
own Play by affirming the contrary, For 
there's a Colour found out which paſſes 
upon the Credulity of Foxdlewife, who 
declares himſelf ſatisfied with her Inno- 
©. Batch,” cence. Upon which Bellmour concludes 
Þ:3949- the Fourth Act thus: 


No Hasband by his Wife can be deceiv/d, 
She ſtill is Virtwoas, if (he's ſo beliew'd, 


Sharper ſays to V, ainlove, 
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T have been a kind of Godfather to you youder, 
I have promi'd andvow'd ſome things in your 
Name, which I think Jou are bound to per- 
form. Mr. Congreve's an{wer is, That he Old Batch. 
meant po ill by this Allegory, nor percetves any Þ: 49: 
int now. No ill it, that's Strange ! Not Amend. 
 1n applying the ſolemn Engagements of ?: 4? 
Baptiſm to. a ridiculous Subject, not in 
Burleſquing the Church Catechiſm? If theſe 
areno 1ll Things, there's no harm 1n Pro- 
faneneſs ; and then TI confeſs he has juſti- 
fied himſelf to purpoſe. 
Before we part with the Old Batcheloar, o. Bach. 
Pll give Mr. Congreve another ——_— P- 48. 
unmention'd before. 
Heartwell ſpeaking of Marriage, cries 
out, O curſed State / 
How wide we ery 
When apprehenſive of the Load of Lift 
————— We hope to find 

That help which Nat ature meant in Womankind 


It ſeems then Nature was as much miſta- 
| ken 1n the provifion, as Men are in the 


Experiment. Yes, for as the Poet goes 
on : 


* 


And Adam ſure wow'd with more eaſe abide. y, , x 
The Bone when broken,than when made a Bride. 
This is an admirable Comment: ON ho 

Old. 


" 
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Old and New Teſtament, and the Office 

of Matrimony m the Common' Prayer. 

The 'Fhoughr looks like an Improvernent 
_ of a Line in Ab/alom and Achitophel : where 

the fubject of the Poem 1s dated from-che 

times of Polygamy, | 


Ablal.% Fre onet0'one was curſedly Confined, 
Achit. p.1. {3 i: 7 
The Provokes Wife has a Sentence'not 
much ſhort of this. z | 
Sare (lays Sir Johns Brute) If Woman 
had been ready Created, the Devil inſtead of 
being kicked down into Hell, had- been Mar- 


ried. 


We are now with the Double Dealer ; 
View, 6, Where, as I remark'd, Lady Phant cries | 
p.54- out Jeſa, and zalks Smut in the ſame Sen- 
zence, Here again he pleads Guilty : 
He had condemn”d it long ſince, and reſobved 
Amend. 70 ſtrike it out tn the next Impreſſion, Well! 
P-42 Repenitance 15a very commendable thing, | 
and I heartily wiſh Mr. Corgreve may go 
Through -with it. But Pm afraid this 
go0d Reſolution of his went off in a little 
time: My reaſon is, becauſe the Double 
| Dealer was publiſh'd in 1694. and ftands 
flillin the Firit Edzr/0n; Burt the Old Batch 
elour has been Reprinted long ſince, the 
Sixth lmpreſſiion'of this Play bearing "200 
| 1097« 
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1697. And yet here in this laſt Editionwe 

have the exclamation Jeſ#, uſed in a jelting 

way , by the fulſome Bel:znda. If Mr. 0! Batch. 

Congreve was diſpleagd with the Protane- P4* 

neſs in his Doxble Dealer, why did he not 

expunge it in his O/4 Batchelour ? He can't 

deny but that Opportunity preſented fair 

a great whule together. But here inſtead 

of: asking Pardon-of God and the World, 

and ſhewing himſelf concern'd for 1o'ſcan- 

dalous an Expreſſion, He tells you a plea- 

ſant Story ( as he fancies) of a Letter of 

Advice from an O!d' Gentlewoman, and 4 

Midow, who as ſhe ſaid, was very well to paſs. 

I ſuppoſe ſhe ſubſcrib'd her ſelf Old Gen- 

tlewomaa, as Widows generally do, other- 

wiſe, as far as appears, ke had been at a 

loſs for her Age. But to return. Either 

this Story is pretended or real. It*tis a 

teigned caſe, *tis nothing to his point. It 

"tis matter of Fact, 1t makes againſt him: 

For then he makes a Jeſt of his own Re- 

tormation, Drolls upon good Counſel, and 

returns the Gentlewoman an Afront in 

Publick, for her Charitable Admonitions 

in Private. As for the Sar, hetells me, 

if there is any, I may &ex take it for my pains, Amend 

Very generouſly argued | Since he is thus © ** 

Noble, Ple omit the Scrutiny, and only 

refer tothe Page. Double Þ 
P. 34 

And 
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And here the Reader may pleale to take 
' notice, that the word Jeſ# 1s thrice made 
bold with, in deſpight of Religion and the 
D. Dealer, Statute 3 Jac, I. cap\ 21. 
P-7116,78- Sir Pau{ Plant among the reſt of his 
Follies, is mighty fond of the word Pro 
wtacnce, and repeats it on ſeveral occaſions, 
From hence I drew this natur al, or rather 
neceſſary Inference ; That the meaning 
was to ſhew ; that Senſe and Religion 
agreed 1 rogether, and that none but 
Foois were ht to talk piouſly. Mr. Con- 
greve inſtead of detending limſelf, endea- 
vours to make me ſpeakN Jonſenle, butthat 
lies all in his own miſquotation ; as I have 
ſhewn already. 
He pretends there's no profane' SliaBon 
1n his little Drollery about Jeha's being a 
Hackney Coachman ; And ſeems confident 
no other Tex: can be burleſqu'd excepting 
Amend. Lady Froth”s Poem. He ſays Lady Froth | 
P. 44:45- calls the Coachman our Jehu, and why might | 
he not have that as well as any Jewiſh or Chri- | 
ffran Name? Ple tcil him for once. "I'was 
never the Cuſtom of Tews or Chriſtians 
t9 take any Scripture Names from excep- 
tionable Perſons. Neither Feroboam nor |, 
Jha, nor many others, were Religious | 
enough for this purpoſe. No Man I be- | 
lieve ever heard of more than two TJehu's, 


2 Kings 9. 0116 in the Kyns, and the other in the 
_ : Double 


_ Ca 
Double Dealcr, "That Prince in the Kzzes 
ts ſaid to drive his Chariot furionſly. From 
hence the Coachmar?s Charatter was E-. 
quip'd. Both the Name and the Office, 
have a plain reference to the Holy Text. 
Farther , Lady Froth does not call her 
Coachman by any Name in her Poem ; 
by conſequence the Aſteriſm for directi- 
on, can never lead us to the meaning of 
her Verſes. For if Jehs ts unmention'd 
in the Poetick Text, how can the Lady 
be explain'd by his Standing in the Mar- 
e1n? In ſhort, the worthy Myftery can't 
be clear'd up without recourſe to the .. 
Scriptures; And therefore without doubt 
we are much obliged to the Poet for this 
neceſſity. 'Thus *tis plain the Bible is 
made Bold with, and the Turn of his ex- 
preſſion ſeems to reach the Commentators 
too. However, it his meaning 1s over- 
rain'd on this later particular, it will do 
him very little Sefvice; and I ask his ex- 
cuſe. I'm ſorry to ſpend 1o many words 
about ſuch Stuff as this is; but Mr. Coz- 
greve muſt have Juſtice done him. 

Sir Paul Plyant will aftord us ſomerhing 
worſe than the former ; This Wet! of 
the Poe:'s making, tells his Lady he finds 
Paiſion coming upon him by Inſpiration. 
his I had reaſog to Charge upon Mr. 
ongreve as a very protane Exprefſion : 

In 


Amend, 
E245 


Es) | 
In an{wer to this, He firſt Rails a Sen- 
tence or two 1n his little way, and then 
very Magiſterially tells us, That the word 


Inſpiration, when it has Divine prefixd to 


it, bears a particular ana known ſigniſicati- 
on : Bat otherwiſe to inſpire is ao more than 
to Breath into; and a 1rumpet, &c. may 
be ſaid withoat profaneneſs to deliver a Mu- 
fical Sound by the help of Inſpiration. By 


his favour, All People that talk Ezgliſh 


know, that Inſpiration, when it ſtands 
without Epithets and Addition, is always 


taken in a Rehgious fignification. In- 


Ipiration, and to be Inſpired, have a fo- 
ltemn and auguſt meaning in Chriſtianity. 
Thele words imply Divine Impulſe, and. 
tupernatural Aſſiſtance, and are oppos'd 
ro ſuggeſtion of Fancy., and humane 


" ad 


Realomng. To Tpeak by Inſpiration 1s 


7 
! 


to {peak by the Holy Ghoſt, as every Body 


Cai tell him : "fo be ſaved and Salvation, 
{122d at hrit no more than Safety, and 
Elcape : But if a Man ſhouid fay, ' As 
me 60pd to jeved, and explain himſelf, that 
he intended no more, then thac he hoped 
to get Cover: bejore a Shower reach'd 
him ; would he not be look*d upon: as 
umnpertinently profane 2 If he calld a 
Incky Leap of a Ditch Szlvation, and 
pretended to juſtifie himleif, that the word | 


_ Originaily 1mports no more than Common 


Des | 


(51) 
Deliverance, what Place would he be 
thought fit for ? Thus when Words are 
made Incloſure, when tney are reſtrain'd 
by Common Uſage, and tyed up to a 
particular Senſe : In this Cale, to run up 
to Etymology, and Conſtrue them by 
Difionary and Prepoſirion, is Wretchedly 


Ridiculous and Pedantick. Horace can P* Arr. 


tell him, That Cuſtom over-rules Syllables, 
and ives Law to Language. 


# —# » 
Quem penes arbilrinm et, CF jus & a0rima 


ln7 nem; ; 


Mr.C 0/ZYEVE PETCELVING himſelf preſs'd 
retires With all Speed to- his Fourth Pro- 
poſition. But that I have difabled already. 
It he is poifon'd with his Protaneneſs, and 
finds himſelf Sick, he muſt take what 
tollows; for his Antidote is gone. 10 
return to Sir Paal. 2 


[ f gy Paſſion ( lays he) coming uP9;; 


cÞ 43, 


me by —_ ation, aud I cannot ſabmit FI 
formerly. 


You fſce what an admirable reaſon he 


urges in Defence of his Folly, trom the 
EXtTaorcunary Circumſtances oF: it! No 


Poet. 


DG. D +l 


Prophet could have jultified I i5 Retcnt- 


ments from a higher Pretence. 


E 7 The . 
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The fine Lady Cynthia out of her pi- 
OUS Ed uration acquaints us, That pn” 
Marriage makes Man and W, ie one Fleſh, it 
leaves >; ffill ewo Fools, But the licele 
word STiLL 1s lit out in the Quotation ; 
which like the Fly on the Coach-Wheel, 
raiſes a mighty Dult. TI grant I have by 
Chance omitted the word STtT1LL ; and if 
he had done fo too, the Senſe had been 
pertectly the ſame, only better expreſſed. 
For Sr:ll is plainly uſeleſs, and -compre- 
hended in the Verb FIG For if May- 
riage leaves *em two Fools, they are Fools | 
after Mar riage, and then they are Fools 
Still, 1 think ; Nothing can be clearer 
than this. But beſides, Cynthia her ſelf 
_ 't allow of Mr. Congreve s excule. 

For after ſhe has deliver'd that remark- 
able Sentence of- leavi;; 27 *emm two Fools, &c. 
Meliifoat anſwers, That's only when two 
Fools meet, which ; 1s exactly Mr. Congreve 
in lis Abcndments. This C 'ynthia - 
to be her meaning. - Cyath. Nay ( ſays 
ſhe) I have Lw two Wits meet, and by 
the oppoſition of their Wits reader themſelves - 
as ridicalous as Fools. And therefore after 
ſho has given Matrimony an odd Name, 

{ne adviſes: Mm to Court no farther, to 


Ur. draw Stakes, and give over in time. SO that 


beſides Bur leſquing the Bible, the Satyr 


15 pointed againſt Marriage. And the _ 
Folly 
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_ Folly is made to lye in the State, as well 
as in the Perſons. Upon the whole, we 
{ee the Double Dealer, and the Annendments 
can't agree; and thus two Blemiſhes, as 
well as two Beauties, are ſometimes un- 
like to each other. 'Mr. C ozp reve lays, 
Ben. Johnſon i much bolder in the firſt Scexe 
of his Bartholomew Fair, Suppoſe all that. 
Is it an excuſe to follow an ill Example, 
and continue an Atheiſtical praQice ? I 
thought Mr. Congreve 17 his penetration 
might have {cen through this Queition. 
Ben. Johnſon ( as he goes On ) makes Lit- 


tewit (ay, Man and Wife make one Fool, 1 s,,.,q 
bave ſaid nothing Copa tothat. No-P. 45% 


thing comparable! Truly in the uſual 
ſenſe of that Phraſe, Mr. Copgreve, *tis 
poſſible, has ſaid nothing comparable ro 
Ben, Johnſon, nor it may be never will: 
Bur in hisnew Pr opriety he has ſaid fome- 
thing more than comparable, that is a 
great deal worle. For though Littlewit's 
Alluſion is profane, the words of the Bj- 
ble are ſpared. He does not Droll directly 
upon Gezeſis, or St. Matthew ; Upon God 
the Son, or God the Holy Ghoſt: Where- 
as Mr. Cozgreve has done that which 
amounts to both. And fince he endea- 
 vours to excuſe himfelt upon the Autho- 
| Tity of Bey. Johnſon, 1 ſhall juſt mention 
what Thoughts this Poet ba of, his pro- 
E$ tanc 
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 fane Liberties, at a time when we have 
reaſon to believe him moſt in earneſt. 
Now Mr. Wood reports from the Teſtt- 
mony of a great Prelate then preſent. 
Artes © That when Be. Johnſon was 10 his laſt 
Oxonienſ. © Sicknels, he was often heard to repent 
. - of * of Ins profaning the Scriptures 1n his 
« Plays, and that with Horrour. 
Now as far as I can perceive, the Smut 
and Profanenefſs of Mr. Corgreve's Four 
Plays out-{well the Bulk of Ber. Johnſon's 
Folo. [ heartily wiſh this Relation 
"0 may be { erviceable to Mr. Cozgreve, and 
that as his Faults are zreater, his Repen- 
tance may come ſooner. 7 
S. Armbio. Orem ſecurus es peccante e799, ſequere pent- 
FEE, 

The Double Dealer is now done with, 
and Mr. C:zorcve concludes his Vindica- 
cion in his uſual Stran or rimph and 
Afſlurance. 


Love for Love comes at laſt upon the 
Board. In this P/zy I blamed -him tor 
making a Mar: mw of a Whoremalter : 
Upon this, he flies imum ediately fOr SUC- 
COUr LO Scapula, and as (Greek Grammar, 
He very lea rnedly tells us, th jat Sarty r 
is a Greek word, and (i5niff2s in plain En- 
elifh x0 more than a Wn eir, R *ohe! x helc 
two words are the fanic E and when a 

Cauſe . 


| 
| 


: 
(537 
Cauſe comes on in Weſtminſrer- Hall, the 


 MartyrsarecalPd immediately : But M: wrtyr 
1s but bare W:z#:/s 1n the Greek. Not al- 


ways: Chriſtian Writers often uſe it in 
a ſenſe appropriated. And were tt other- 
wiſe, there's no arguing irom one Lan- 
guage to another. " Tyrant Was Once an 
Honourable Name in Greer, but al- 
ways a Reproach in Ere/ifh, Þut to di- 
late upon theſe Cavils, is throwing away 
time. If the Reader deſires more, he 
© may pleaſe to look back on my Antw erto 


tis Objection about Inſpiration. 
This Poz?*s way of underitanding Fz- 


_21iſh, puts me in mind of a late Misfor- 


tune which happer'd to a Country Apc- 
thecary. The Dr. had prefcrib'd a Lady 
Phy{:ick to be taken in ſomething Liquid, 
which the Bill according to Cui om cal”d 
a Vehicle, The Aporhecar ry being at a 


Stand about the word, Wi 2s Mr. 


Congreve might have done, t o Li:tletos?s 
Fs ary, And there bends JFefictte 
an fgnitied ſeveral confi deraDlc IT hinss, 
He makes up the B{, and away he gces 
to the Lady, where upon the Q: T7e;ti0n, 
how the Phy ick was to be taken? He 
antwers very innocently ; Madam, lays 
he, You may take it in a Cart, Or 2 Haz 
20a, but not to give your Ladyihip too 
much rr 0u51!e, Il think 15 Deeloar rom WIoy 


F, 4 | ao . 


T1960 ] 
do; for the word Vehicle in the Bill, will. 


_ carry that ſenſe. In ſhort, This Dire&ti- 


Ibid. 


P- 49- 


Fg 


Love forL. 


Do. 75. 
Amend. 


P. 50. 


on was comply'd with, and the Footmar 
drove thetheelbarrow about the Chamber. 
To return to Mr. Comgreve, I had ſaid 
that this Libertine Application of his, was 
diomtying Adultery with the Stile of 
Martyrdom ; As 1t ( ſays Mr. Corgreve ) 
any word could aignifie Vice, And pray 
why not? Does not the Varniſh hide the 
Coarlſeneſs underneath, and the Pill go 
down the better for the Guilding? Whe- 
therhe knows 1t or not, there's a great deal 
of Charm and Impoiture in Words; and an 
ill practice 1s often eomply'd with upon 
the Strength of a Faſhionable Name. 

He asks, who told me Jeremy Fetch was 


bred at the Univerſity ? Why Jeremy lays 


{o him{elt pretty plainly,and T azrle ſays lo, 
and I ſuppoſe Mr.Coxgreve ſays as much as 
that comes to in his Reflection immedi- 
ately following. But this notable queſti- 
on was put to introduce another Buſineſs 
of greater Conſequence. For upon this 
occation, out of hs excellence of good Man- 
zers, he 15 pleaſed to obſerve, That I 


ſhould not have been [uſpetted of an Untver- 
ſity Education any more than his Jeremy in 


tne Play, if I had not Printed M, A. on the 
Title Page. Here the Poor Man has ſhewn 
his Will, and his Weakneſs ſufficiently ! 

| I'm 
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Pm almoſt ſorry 'tis ſo low with him. 
When a Poet 1s 1o extreamly well inclin'd 

_ tobe Witty, *ris pity he has no more in 
his power. Mr. Coxgreve goes on Man- 
fully in his Defence and fays, For the word Amend. 
Whoreſon, I had it from Shakeſpear ad © 5*: 
Johnſon. Not unlikely. People are apt | 

ro learn what they ſhould not. Mr. Co-- 

_ greve's Memory, or his Invention, 1s very 
conſiderable this way. Indeed one would 
almoſt think by his Writings, that he had 
digeſted 11] Language into a Common 
Place. But it was not only Whoreſor, 
but Jeremy's ſaying He was Born with 
IV horeſon Appetites, which I complain'd 
of ; and which I take to be Blaſpheming 
the Creation. 

He pretends I have vvrong'd him 
ſtrangely in a Rant of Sir Sampſow” S: And 
would make the Reader believe I charge 
him literally with Paraphraſing the 139: amen. 
Pſalm. Pm forry Pm forced ro explain p. 51. 

my {elf 1n {o clear a caſe. 

'We may obſerve then, that the Pſal- 
miſt in Contemplation of the altoniſhing 
Beauty and Serviceablenels of Humane 
Bodies, breaks out in a Rapture of Gra- 
titude, 1 will give thanks unto thee, for I pry. 
Am fearfull and wonderfully made, al: v.13. 


lous are thy works, and that my Soul kyows 


' rieht well. Let us now hear Sir Sampſor. 


_  -- Il. 


Love ſo: L. 
SID 


( 58 ) 


This Gentleman after having railed a Le- 
ure over Jeremy's Body, tor being born 
with Neceſlities too big for his Condition: 

he crys, Theſe things are unacountable, ; 
unreaſonable; Why was not T a Bear ? ---  Na- 
rabe hay been provident only to Bears and 
Spiders : Thus we ſee what a Harmony 
of Thought there is between David and 
our Author. The one Adores while the 
other Reproaches. The one Admures, 
the other Burleſques the wonders of Pro- 
vidence, And this was all the Paraphra- 


ſing 1 meant, asany one might eaſily Ima- 


G1. 
The Dialogue of Scandal and Foreſight 


lies next in our way, I ſhall once more 


Tranſcribe it from Love for Love. 
Fore, Alas Mr. Scandal, Humanum eft 


errare. 


Scand, Tou ſa Ly true, Man wel! err ; meer 
Man wil err ---= bat you are jorething MOVE == 
t here have been wiſe Men, bu! ! _ were ſ#c9 
AS y04 -=== Men who copſulted the Stars, and 
were obſervers of Omens --= 1 FB Was wiſe, 
but how? Þy his Tudgment iz Aſtrology, 
endl So ſays Pineda 1n his Third Book and. 
eighth Chap. But (lays Mr. Conereve) 


che Quotation of the Authority is omitted 


by Mr. Collicr, either becauſe he would re- 
preſent it as my on Obſervation to ridicule 


:he Wiſdom of Solomon or elſe becait fe he 
Was 


_ © him by God in a ſupernatural, Pream, 


(59) 
was indeed Ignorant that it belong*d to any bo- A 
dy elſe, To this F anſwer, | oe 5 


1. That Mr. Cozpreve yields Solomon's 


Wiſdom ridiculed by zh:s Obſervation, 


therefore by his own confeſſion,at *ris none 


of his Authors, he-muſt Anſwer for't him- 
ſelf. Now Pzzedzs gives us a quite differ- 
ent account of the Cauſe of Solomon's 
Wiſdom, and which is pertectly incon{i- 
{tent with C ongreve's Banter. © Pineda at- 


< firms that So/omoz's Wildom was given _. 
1. Kings 3. 

; s,1 

* mentioned in Scripture. And that after * 


* the Dream, he found an unuſual Light pjaea ih. 
*©in his Underſtanding ; his Ideas were 3. Cap. 8. 
** brighten'd, and the extent of Is Know- _ 
* ledge itrangly enlarged. *Tis true, Pz- Ed. Mo- 
* zeda believed that Solomon underitood 89m 
* Aſtrozomy in Perfection, and that he had Lib. 3. C. 
* Skill in Prozzoiticks which he calls 4-5: 
* ſfronomia judigiaria. He continues, that 
* he could in a great meaſure reachthe In- 
* clinationsancd Reaſoningsof Men, where 
& they did not depend purely upon choice, 
* and the turn of the #7, But then he 
* does not ſay that Solomons Skill in Prog- 
* zofticks was that which made hin wz/e. 
« No: This Tallent wasonly a Wfanch, 
« But not the Caule of his Wildom. For _ 
* as Pineda ſpeaks ellewhcre, Solozon had Lib. 3 C. 
* a Univerſal Knowledge of Nature, "A 10. 

«* then 


{bid. 


{ 60) 


«then this Excellency 'was no reſult of 
« Natural parts, or Humane Induſtry; 
« ?T was an immediate Bounty from Hea- 
« ven; And both the Thing, and the Con- 
* veyance, Were extraordinary. 

Mr. Congreve agrees with Pineda at 
leaſt in a jeſting way, Solomon was wiſe, 
but how? By hu Judament in Aſtrology. 
That 1, his diſtinguiſhing Attainments 
were. gained thisway. There was nothing 
in thecaſe, but that he had looked into a 
Star ſomewhat farther than other people : 
He Learned Iis Wiſdom it ſeems from 
the Caldeans, or Aigyptians, or from ſome 
ſuch Book as Lzillizes Almanack. This is 
Scandals Solution of the Myſtery ; and the 
beſt that I can make on it. For t'is one 


thing to ſay that a Man is w/e by Aſfro- 


log y, and another that Aſtrology or Aſtro- 


70m was only apart of his Wiidom. The 
one Implies the Cauſe, and the other but 


a Branch of the Effect. 'The one excludes 
the Miracle, and the other affirms it. 
Upon the whole matter, Mr. Conpreve, 


and Pzzeda, are not to be reconciled, ſo 


that by his own confeſſion he has ridiculed 
the Wiſdom of Solomon, and falſifyed his 
Author 1nto the Bargain. 
2. Suppoſing P:zeda hed been fairly 
reported by Mr. Coxpreve, the Poer had 


been much to blame ; For then the Car 
1a 


(6k = 
had ſtood thus ; Pineda as Mr. Conpgrewe 
obſerves had ridiculed Solomon, and him- 
ſelf had done no leſs, by Citing him with- 
out Cenſure, and upon a Drolling Occaſt- 
on. For this reaſon I waved the conſul- 
ting of Pizeda,as well knowing that ſhould 
the Teſtimony have been right, the Play 
| was certainly :n the wrong. Beſides, *tis 
{omewhat to be ſuſpected Mr. Corgreve 
never ſaw Pz:zeda; My reaſon 1s, becaule 
he falls twice into the ſame Miſtake, he 
Quotes the Ezhteenth Chapter for the 
Eighth, and to make it appear the more, ,. _ 
groſs, 'tis done in words of Length, and p. 44. 
not in Figures. I hope for the tuture Mr. Amend. 
Congreve wont bring in Solomon to divert © *** 
the Play-Hoaſe, nor compare him with 
Fools and Fortunetellers. 
Scanaal's telling Foreſight he was more 
than meer Man, and ſecure from Miſtake 
upon that Score, 1s likewiſe a profane cx- 
preſſion, To afhrm this-of any perſon, 
1s as much as to ſay, he 1s either our Sav7- 
oar, or a Prophet, or under ſome Miracu- 
lous Influence. : 
Scandal goes on with Foreſught, © and 
* ſayes the Wiſe Men of the Eaſt ow'd 
* their Inſtruction to a Star, which 1s Lov fo:L. 
« rightly obſerved by Gregory the Great * ** 
*1n favour of 4/trology. 


Mr. Con- 
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Mr. Convreve vindicates this paſſage 
by ſaying, that Scandal Banters Firf, ag 
but ot the Audience. Not Banter the A 
dience | He Afronts the Audience Pm 
ſure, if they have any Chriſtianity in 
them, by drolling upon a Miracle at our 
- Saviour's Birth : He banters St. Matthew 
too, who has recorded the Miracle, and 
Gregory the Great, who diſcoutles upon 
it. 
Mr. Conzr eve is pleaſed to ſay flat I an 
very angry that Sir Sampſon has not another 
Name, becauſe Sampſon is a Name in. the 
_e 014 T eftament. This 1s falſe in every ſy- 
lable, as the Reader may ſee by conſult- 
Judges 16, ins my Book. But this T fay, that Mr. 
IS Conpreve has burleſqu'd the Hiſtory of 


Love for 


\ Love, p. Sampſox, and wreſted the Scripture 1nto 

74. Ed-3d. Smut. 
, There are two other profane Paſſages 
Cenfur'd by me 1n the fame Page : Theſe 
he leaves as it were to {hit tor themſelves, 
and has not as yet, madethem worſe by de- 
tending them : Excepting that he comes up 
with his old Cavil about the Word Mar- 
tyr, Which I have anſwer'd already. 

The next Place Mr. Congreve leads us 
to is Bedlam : And here he gives us three 
Reaſons for Valentine's pretended Mad- 
nels, "The two later are {fomewhat ex- 
traordinary. He makes him Mad it ſeems 


for 
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| for a variation of the Charafer, A ſhrewd Amend. | 


Contrivance, to put a Man out of his "79" 
Wits for the ſake of Variety ? For with- 

out doubt, Raving and Incoherence are 
wonderſully taking. I ſuppoſe Mr. Cox- Amend. 
greve made Bell-xony talk Nonſenſe for this © +": 
wiſe reaſon, For *tis a dull thing for a 

Man to be always tyed up to Senſe, and, _ 
confin'd to his Underſtanding. His third NE: : 


reaſon for taking away Reaſon, 15 becauſe 


Madneſs gives a liberty to Satyr, and autho- 

riſes a Blantneſs, &c. which would otherwiſe * 

have veen a Breach of Manners in the Cha- 

rater. "That 15, 1t gives Valentize a Com- 

miſſion to talk Smut, and abuſe his Fa- 

ther. But Mr. Coz2reve needed not to Lye for 

have given himſelf this trouble about Va- 4 *7f?? 

tentine ; For Valentine when he was in his © 

Wits, and under the Character of a fine 

Gentleman, had Breeding enough to be Love for 

Smurty, and Undutiful. Mr. Congreve © 2.4723: 

would per{wade the Reader that I inter- EX 36. 

pret him with too much Rigour, tor ma- 

king LValentine jn his Lunacy fay, 1 am 

Truth, &c. It this Point needs any farther 

Diſputing, we may take notice that our 

Blefſed Saviour mentions the word T4th ſoh. 4.5, 

in a folema and peculiar manner. He '7:,vii.32 

lometimes applies it ro Himſelf, ſome- "1. 

times to the Holy Ghoſt, and ſometimes 31. | 

to the Revelation of the Goſpel. In ſhort, 
| | "t15 


ris as it were appropriated to the greateſt 
Perſons, and Things, mark'd as the Pre- 
rogative of God ; and uſed in a ſenfe of 
Emphaſis and Diſtinction. Let us com- 
pare St. John, and Mr. Congreve a little, 
and then we may caſily judge where the 
Fault lies. — 

St. Thomas anſwers our Bleſſed Savi- 


our, Lord we know now not whither thou go- 


118 Joh.14.6. eſt, and how can we know the way ? TJeſas 
"ox faith unto him, I am theW ay, andthe Truth, 
It - and the Life. Sir Sampſon is at a loſs, 


Swears, and cries out, 1 kmwow not which 
LoveforL way to go. Valentine enquires, Who's that, 
P-57-E1.3 ;hat's out of his Way? I am Trath, and 
ZI can ſet him right. | 

B Our Saviour aſſures his Diſciples, That 
@ he will ſend them the Comforter. And 
2 4 Joh.16.13 that when he the Spirit of Truth is come, he 
will guide you into all Truth, and he will 
ſhew you things to come. 
The execrable Valentine ſays, Interrupt 
me not --- Pll whiſper Prediction to thee, and 
P. 62. 55. thou ſhalt Propheſie. Þ am Truth, and ca 
Stor Lo. wm - 5 
2d. & 5d, 7£4ch thy Tongue a new Trick: I am Truth, 
and come to give the World the Lie, 
And 1s not this horrible Stuff? What 
can be more intolerable Boldneſs, than 
thus to uſurp the Regal Sitile, to proſt1- 
tute the-Language of Heaven, ' and ap- 
ply 1t to Drollery and Diſtraction ? _ 
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Mr. Conoreve is advanced to my 24 Chap- 
ter, COncer ning the Abuſe of the Clergy. As 
for the Djfenting Miniſters, he. aysI charge Amend. 
him with nothing more than Setter*s, pro- Þ- 57: 
curing their Habit for Bellmowr. Under fa- 
vour, this is a great Miſtake. The Pimp 
reads a Le&ture of Abuſe upon the Habit, 
expoſes Spiztext from Head to Foot, makes | kh. 4 
him both a Knave and a Libertine, "and his 014 Burch. 


Wife a Whore into the bargain. I he ?-1920- 


View, &c. has remark'd, that Barnaby calls 
avorhes of, that Charadter Mr. Pris. FR docs . 7 uni . 
io. And Fozalewife repreſents him lewd in 
a luſcious Deſcription. Mr. Cozpreve IC- AS 
plies, What if his Name were IMr. "Pr 1”, ..07 
what if it were not ? Now tis poſtible hell 
not like it, if 1don't conlider thele weighty 
 Quettions. Ifay then, KM his Name wes fo, 
he has misbehaved himſelf by putting him 
in Iis Play. It Ptwere not 1o, He has uted 
the Difſenting Vamiters 1], by repreſenting 
one of their Order in a contempiuous Man- 
ner. Foras he himſelf conieiles, a Mr. Preg, 
ad a My, Sm ny are N ames inepl F124 Charae 
ters worthy of Averſion ca Contempt. NOW 
for a Man not to underitand his own ill Lan- 
guage , and contradict himiclt in a few 
Pages, 15, in his own decent exprethion, /z- 
r10 #ſty ſimple. 

Mr. Coz2reve pretenc s that a Refiection ' I 
ona Lord's (, hap! 112 15 no. Rehiection On a 


4 


Amend. 
Pp. 70. 
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Parſon of the Church of Exgland. That"s 


ſomewhat ſtr ange. The Roman Catholick 


Lords have no Chaplains the Law does not 
allow it. And as for the Diflenters, there 


| are very tew Lords of their Perſwafion. Il 


deſire therefore to knaw upon what Party 


the Abuſe muſt ſtick? Tnearneſt, Pm almoſt 


tired with anſwering theſe things. To 


{trike the Air, does but make a Man's Arm 
ake)] _ 


There is a pretty long Inſtance produced 
from the Double Dealer, to ſhew the Misbe- 
naviour of the Stage towards the Clergy ; 
theic Paſſages he leaves to take their For- 
tune ; for they have nothing in them it 
ſeen 5, which zeeds a De efence. "This } IS a cif 
creet way of anſ{werins ; and I think, it he 
had made more uſe on's, it might have done 
25 well.- 

To {hew the. Unreaſona Kinels of tlic 
Stage in repretcnrting the Clergy under Cha- 


raRers of Difadv antage and "Contempr, [ 
_ endeavour'd to vindicare the Reputation 0i 


chat Order from three Topicks. 
15, From the:: Relation to the Deity. 
2/3. From the Importance of their Office, | 
z9; Becauſe they. had general Cuſtom, | 
and Preſcription for their Priv lege. | 
_ Under the Firſt Head, I had faid that the 
Credit 'of the Service always riſes? in Proportion 
tn the Quality _ (rreatneſs of ' the Maſter, 
| 1 his 


_ 
This Poſition, he lays, is fophiſtical ; and yet 
he is fo Civil as to grant it in the next Line Amend. 
but one. However, he makes a Stand at *: 5": 
the Inference, and allerts, That 7 hough the Ibid. 
Creait of the Service riſes in proportion to the 
Quality of the Maſter, yet the Credit of the 
Servant, does act riſe in proportion to the Cre- 
ait of the Service, Not riſe in proportion 
to the. Credit of the Service ; that's ſtrange! 
TI thought Office and Authority had been a 
juſt ground for Regard; and that Honour- 
able Charges had made Honourable Men. 
And if ſo, I ſuppole the Efteem of the'Per- 
ſon muſt improve with the Credit of the 
Employment. I would gladly know in 
what Circumitance the Dignity of an Am- 
baſlador conſiſts? Does it not lye in his 
Commiſſion and Credentials, in the Ad- 
vantage and Significancy of his CharaQer ? 
What makes ſuch a Perſon treated with 
greater Regard, than a Fadoy, or private 
Apent ? Is 1t not the Honour of the Repre- 
ſentation, and the Weight of the Bulineſs ? 
Now he that executes for another, or re- 
preſents him by way of Authority, 1s with 
out doubt in his Service : From whence it 
follows, That it- the Credit of the Servant 
riſes by the Quality of the Buſineſs, and Au- 
thority, it mult by conſequence riſe 1n pro» 
portion to the Credit 'of the Service; for 
theſe are only difterent words to ſignify the 
FF 2 = - wi 
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&m:nz fame thing : Mr. Corgreve's ſaying, That 
p61. 4% ill Servant both diſcredits his Service, and 
ts diſcredited by it ; 1s partly foreign, and 
partly falſe. To fay he 1s diſcredited by it, 
1s untrue. For *tis the Misbehaviour, not 
the Office, which gives the Diſcredit. And 
then to ſay tharan {Servant diſcredits his Ser- 
vice, 1s nothing to his point. For the pur- 
poſe. Suppoſe the Miniſters of Szazte or J«- 
ſtice, mn any Government, ſhould fail. in 
their Condutt: Are they preſently to be 
in{ulted by the Common People, expoſed 
in the Badges of their Character, and made 
the Diverſion of the Town ? What it a Man 
is an ill Servant, his Commiſhon ought to 
be his protection from private Indignities. 
As for his Miln.anaging, he mult account 
to his Maiter ; Equals or Inferiours, have no- 
, thing todoto punijh. Mr.Congreve adds, that 
p52, - if a Servant & puniſty*a by the Law, the Honour 
of the Service ut not by that means violated. 
As much Law as he pleaſes; Let Juttice 
have its Cotrſe, and Pm contented. But 
what's this to the Stages! Have they a Pa- 
tent of Juriſdiction over the Clergy ? Are 
they' authoriſed ro pronounce upon their 
Fauits, and their Puniiiment? [To vive 
tnem little Behaviour, and contemptuous 
Uiaze; Io inake them Fcols, and then 
rreat them as fuch? 
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But now *tis Mr. Coxgreve's turn to ask 


Queſtions ; He would know of me, Hhe- ameng. 
ther a Man after he has recerved Holy Or aers, P-53- 


zr become incapable of either playing the Kagoe 


or the Fool? Why truly, conlidering he has 
the ſame Humane Nature witha Poet, I can't 
think him utterly incapable of either. And 
now I may have anſwer'd his queſtion as 
civilly as he ask'd it. - 

But if a Clerey-man plays the Fool, he is 
equally with a Lay-Fool, the ſubject of Laugh- 
ter and Contempt, Not1n the lame way ne1- 
ther. Circumitances alter any Caſe. Diffe- 
. rent Things require difterent Confideratt- 
ons. There are Laws, Diſcipline, and O-- 
dinaries, tOtake care of greater Miicarriages 
in the Church. And as for leſſer Misfor- 
tunes, they ſhould rather be lamented, than 
expos'd. "The Clergy are a fort of Spiritual 
Parents. St. Pauls reaſoning ſuppoles 1t : 


And the Church Catechiſm gives them an 


inference of Privilege from the Fitth Com- 
mandment. "To-banter a Relation of this 
kind, has neither Decency, nor- Rehg1on 
int. And we know Haz got no Bleſſing 
by his Diſcovery. To i{tigmarize a folemn 
Character, to play the Buftoon in a Gown 
and: Cafſock, and ſhew the Church tor a 
. Monſter, is, one would think, an odd diver- 
ſion in Chriſtendom. The Reathens treated 
the Primitive Chriſtians much at thus rate : 
Fy 'They 


Ibid, 


lbid. 


They wrapt them in Bear-skins, and then 
ſet the Dogs on them. __ 
But Mr. Coxgreve urges, That by ampro- 
per Behaviour the Man becomes alienated from 


the Prieſt, and ſo the Folly is expoſed, not the 


Faunition, For example, if the Man be 


knock*'d on the Head, the Prieſt is not a jot 
the worſe for't. This 1s much like the old 
Diſtinction of Polztick, and Perſonal Capa- 
city, applied to another Caſe. To give this 
Gentleman an Anſwer more at large, he 
may pleaſe to take notice: 

15. Though the Function and the Perſon 
are ſeparable in Notion, they are joyn'd in 
Lite and Buſineſs. ?T's true, the Office and 


the Perſon are two Things ; but yet *tis the 


Perſon which executes the Office : This 
makes them fhare a diſadvantage in Com- 
mon ; and a Cenſure trequently ſlides from 
the one to the other. If. you make the Man 
a Knave, the Prie{t muſt {ufler under the 
Imputation : And a Foot in his Perſozz, will 
never be thought diſcreet in his Function. 
Upon this account Perſons in Authority, 
whether Spiritual or Civil, ought to be pri- 
vileg'd from Abufe. To) make the Mini- 
{ters of Charch or State, the ſubjelt of Laugh- 

ter and Contempt, diſables their Authority, 
and renders their Commiſhon inſignificant. 


Se: View, "The Heathen Dramatiſts ſeem fenſible of 


P. 822+ 


this reaſoning, and practiſe accordingly. 
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2lz.It the Poets deſign was no more than to 
expoſe and reprehend Folly and Vice in general, 
why are not the Failings of the Clergy re- 
preſented ina Lay-Appearance ? Why muſt 
_ the Satyr be pointed at the Coat, and run 
out into Reference and Diſtinftion? Why 
muſt the Profeſſion be drefſted up, and the 
Folly keep all within the FunEtion ? Ts nor 
this plainly to confound the Order and the 
_ Miſcarriage, to go off trom the Maz to the 
Prieſt, and render them both ridiculous ? 
| 
| 


2/3, Employments are ofrentimes a {hel- 
ter to Perſons; and Characters a Protectiva 
from Inſult : Publick Reaſon will not en- 
dure Authority to be expos'd, or the Ma- 
giſtrates to be. made a May-Game. To talk 
in Mr.Cozereve's Language, a Lay-Fool 1s 
not always to be ſaluted by his Folly. This 
would be great rudeneſs 1n Converſation ; 
and the Government might ſuffer by it- 
Condition 1s a Cover tor Faihngs. And 
Authority mult not be a Jeit. In this caſe 
a Man ſhould be view'd on the fide of Ad- 
vantage, and treated by his beſt Diſtincti- 
on. Now if we conſider the Author, and 
the Ends of Church Authority, we {hall 

_ find 1t delerves a Guard, no les than that 
of the Szate, . | 

The Church-Article quoted by Mr. Coz- 
greve, aoes him no Service, 1t it has any 

reference to the matter in hand, it makes 
F 5 againt 


Amend. 
1 Do. 
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againſt him. The Article affirms, That 
E gl Miniſters A& by Chriſt's Authority and 


Commiſſion ; That the Word and Ges 


ar? ſienificant and effettual in their Hauds ; 
and that the Indiſpoſition of the Agertr, does 
not weaken the 1-/iztution. Now ſince 
even a vicious Priett repreſents our Saviour, 
{ſince he i5God's Ambaſſadour, and 2 Con- 
veyance of the Blefſings of Heaven: Theſe 
Credentials , theſe Benefits , one would 
rhink, might guard him from Contempt, 
and make his Chanter inviolable. ?Ts 
true, the Article ſays, "Fhey may be accasd, 
and berns forma guilty, by aſt TJadgment _ 
2094, But what of all this 2 Are the Poets 
their fudges? And 1s the Stage grown Do- 
Gors Commons, or I ſtininſter-Hall? Well]: 


Bur the Article 1UPPoies a Diſiiaction between 


the Nan, and the Pricf, Yo And it ſup- 


PO{ecs too, that the Vian ought to fare the 


etter tor this Gouble Capacity. Mr. Coz- 


; 
? 
{} 
revs in CitE1nT tis Quotation, has miſtaken 


Is ber onology, and confounded the Art7- 


cles and Canons, but this T (nal! pa! is OVer. 


_ Bur ir. Cozoreve talls into a worle Mi- 
{rakethan tÞ: © for mer. He makes St. Cypria 
ainrm that the Validity of the hens 
acpends on the Probicy of the Prieſt, and 


. thatrhe Article was partly e#avliſhed to take 


off the Authcrity of this #46; 


Now | 


( 73] 

Now to ſay this, 1s to miſreport St. Cyprz- 
ap. ?T1s true, this worthy Prelate believed 
that a Prieſts Authority was ſuſpended by 
Hereſy and Schiſm ; but that bare Immoral:- 
ty could recall his Commiſſion, he does no 
where ſuppoſe. The Caſe of Baſulides and 
Martialis, if Mr. Conzreve had produced it, 
would not come up to the Point: For this 
Inſtance concerns Sacrificing to Idols; which 
is an Act of Apoſtacy : It implies a renoun- 
cing of Chriſtianity. From whence 1t will 
follow, that thoſe who are not {o much as 
Members of the Church, cannot have the 
Power of Church-Governours. _ 

Mr. Congreve ſeems difpleas'd with that 
little Juſtice I endeavoured to do the Cler- 
gy; And calls the Teſtimonies of the beſt 


Poets, Orators, Hiſtorians, Sic. Vain Stuff.v. 1. 


T take it (ſays Mr. Congreve) he would give 
us to underſtand, that in all Ages the Fun- 
tion of a Prieſt was held t9 be a very Honou- 
rable Funition;, Did Mr. Colher ever meet 
with any body Fool enough to engage him to aſ- 
fert that ? Many a one, I can affure you, 
that have been either Fool or Knaveenough, 
I can't tell which. If the Poſt is Honou- 
rable, the Perſons ſhould be conſidered ac- 
cordingly : "They {ſhould not be expoſed in 
a wretched Appearance; And have neither 
Senſe nor Spirit, nor fair uſage allowed 


them. 


E (74) 
See View, them. "The Heathen Poets, as I prov'd at 
&c.3-Jarge, never {erv*d their Prielts ſo. 
- Mr. Coxpreve urges, that Kyzngs have been 
Amend. 7# all Ages Expoſed and Puniſh'd on the Stage, 
P. 71. 72. yet zever any King complained of the Theater 
or the Poets. © From hence he argues, that it 
Kzngs may be expoſed on the Stage ; Why 
not Prieſts? To this I an{wer, 
1/t, Mr. Coxgreve's Argument ſuppoſes 
that Poets have the leave of Prixces for this 
Freedom. Kings it icems are willing to be 
brought, and Diſciplined on the Stage. Ve- 
ry well. But does the F{erarchy delire | 
to be repreſented ? Does the Church give | 
_ the Plaz-Hoaſe this Permiſſion? By no means. 
She Complains of the Practice, and wonld 
© have itotherwiſe. Now what Conlequence 
is there from Permiſſion to Remonſtrance, 
and from Pleaſure to Averſton ? The Church 
does not delire to be ſo Publick. Why 
{ſhould ſhe be haPd 1n, againſt her Incli- 
_ nation, and gaz'd on like a'MalefaQtor ? 
27). Stage Princes are uſed agreeably to 
their Statzon : The Honour of their FunCti- 
on {hines out in their Appearance. Their 
very Misfortunes are Majeſtick, and their 
: Ruin Glorious. They are never repreſent- 
ed Infignificant , treated with Contempt, 
and Play'd the Fool with in Comeay, It 
they were thus uſed, I queſtion not but; that 
the Poets and Players would quickly hear 
__ on'r. 2ly. 


(1 


21y. Tf Princes were uſed as Hl as Prieſts 


upon the Stage, they would not ſuffer ſo 
much by .t. . Princes are well guarded a- 
gainfſt Dramatick Out-rage. They have 
Power to Puniſh and to oblige. "The Mag- 
nificence -of their Courts, the Pomp and 
Parade of their Figure, brighten their Au- 
thority, and preſerve a Regard. Theſe Cir- 
cumſtances glitter upon the ſenſe, and ftrike 


an awe upon the Spirits of the People. They 


refreſh their CharaQer, and make them un- 
deritood. They prevent the ſpreading of 
Fiction .into Lite, and keep a Play-Hoaſe- 
Abuſe trom being Acted in the Streets. In 
fine; Wealth ana Power tho much {hort 
of Princes, breaks the force of Infolence, 
and 1s a Sovereign Remedy againſt Neg- 
lect. But the Clergy have no great ſhare 
of theſe Advantages; I mean generally 
ſpeaking, and with Us eſpecially. Their 
Provilion 1s ofren {lender, their Cenſures 
relate to another World, and they have no- 
thing of Luitre to affect the Imagination. 
A Condition thus unfortified, thus unorna- 
mented, ltes open to Ill uſage. The grea- 
ter part of the Clergy are not ſo well pro- 
vided to diſprove an unfair Repreſentation. 
They cart ſo calily confute a Calumny by 
their Equipage, nor make their Fortune 


put a Lye out of Conntenance. To be taken 


_ notice of, 'Things muſt ſhine as well as be 
{olid : 
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ſolid ; a Coarſe out-ſide keeps the Richneſs 
within from being regarded. Spiritual Pri- 
vilege, and inviſible Advantage tentic lit- 
tle with Ignorance, or Atheiſm. When a 
Man can ſcarce hold his Head above Wa- 
ter, there needs no great Weight to tink 
him. Misfortune in ſuch an Age as this, 
iS almoſt a Jeſt of it fell. A "Iittle Buf- 
tooning is ſufficient to make Indigence look 
ridiculous: tor when a Man's Coat 1s thread- 
bare, tis an eaſy matter to pick a hole 
in't. 

| y. His pretence of Matter of Fat is 
_—— not True. Princes have complainea of the 
Civ. Dei Theater, The great Scipio pulld it down; 
_ pan '[ 21.272 & Hntominu Philoſophus diſcouraged 
Ful.Capi- Plays, and 1 zberizs Baniſhed the Stage. To 
ol. Hit. come nearer Home, Lew: the Godly would 
_ not endure a Play-Houſs, and Queen E!:;zaberth 
 Annz. Often check this ſort of Diverſion. Now 
Vid.Serres theſe were molt of them Great Princes, and 
_ 9 which is more to the purpoſe, moſt of them 

EGOU Ones tO. 

Mr. Congreve ſeems now fallen into a fit 
of Levellinz. Quality and Secular advan- 
tage, are grown Bells and Bawbles, In his 
Lo! ck, Honour and Eitate, are Incon{1- 
itent muy Humuity and aver Chriſtiau Vir- 

P. 73, tues, Suh Tawpor al Pride he pretends agrees 
very il with the Perſon and Charatter of a tra- 
ty Pious aud Exemplary Divine, Had this 

Gen» 


(78) 

Gentleman the Dire&ion of Afﬀairs, *tis like- 
ly the World would be well mended, the 
Church Reformed into Apoſtolical Poverty, 
And all theſe Aptichriſtiay Things of For- 
tune and Convenience, taken from the Ex- 
emplary Divines, and given to the Exemplary 
Poets, _ - ” 

Mr. Congreve comes on again reinforced amend. 
with Mr. Hales, who proves from Scripture F. 74 
that ali «claim to ſuperiority by Title of 
* Chriſtianity is moſt certainly cut off. With 
ſubmiſſion to Mr. Hales, this 1s not univer- 
ſally true For the Church being a Soczery, 
mult by conſequence have Governours, and 
theſe by the ſame Neceflity, muſt in that re- 
ſpect be ſuperiour to the Governed. For 
this reaſon, the Apoſtle, ſpeaking to private 
Chrittians, Enjoyns them in thefe words, 
Obey them that hawe the Rule over you, and 1, 
and ſubmit your ſetves ; for they watch for your 17. © 
Souls, &c. "This Text we ſee plainly con- 
tains a branch of Duty to Eccleſtaſtical Go- 
vernours, Now thole who have the Rule 
over 0:Hers, are certainly 1o far their Supe- 
riors ; And thoſe who are to ſubmrt them- 
ſelves, are bound to acknowledge them as 
fuch, To goon with Mr. Copgrewe's Cita- 
tion. © Nature and Religion agree i this, 
* that neither of them has a hand in this 
i* Heraldry of fjecunanm jab & ſupra; all this 
* comes trom Compoſition and Agreement 
: | 6 of 


190) 


Ibxd. «© of Men among themſelves. Here Mr. 
Hales is miſtaken again ; For Parents have 
by Nature a Right of Superiority over their 
Children. I grant Mr. Hates's Principle 
holds true in the Main; but nothing can be 
more extravagant than Mr. Congreve's In- 
ference. , Does this Gentleman mean that 
there's no ſuch thing as Superiority among(t 
Chriſtians? Is ſubordination deſtroyed by 
Baptiſm? Does Chriſtianity/ confound all 
Degrees, and melc down all Diſtinction in 

the Szaze; This Dottrine 1s calculated for 
<1.:1n the Meridian of Mxzxſter, for the Boars of 
Comment, Germany, for John of Leyden and Kpipper- 
dolling : Fack Straw and W at Tyler, Cade and 
Aet would have been wonderfully obliged 
at ſuch a Diſcovery as this. But it Civy 
Privileges are confiitent with Chriſtianity, 
{ hope the Clergy may plead their Right in 
Common, and take the Advantage of the 

Co ind of ap" other People. 
} had ſaid, The Adartion of Clerk i at 
ew cc, leaff egazl to that of Gentleman, were it other - 

” miſe, the Profeſſion would in many caſes be a kind 

of peniſhment. 1 fay fo ſtill. For if a Gen- 

tleman was made leſs, and degraded by go- 

ing into Orders, would it not be a kind of 

Puniſhment ? Can any thing be plainer than 

this? T can't imagine how Mr, Congreve 
could miſinterpret this Period. But {ince_ 
1c has done it, he would do well _ I 
| US 


(79) 
his exclamation , and wonder at his own Ig-P: 75: 
norance or Inſincerity. -” 
| obſerv'd, that Morſtenr Racime, contrary 
to the practice of foreign Countries, repre- ; 
ſented Priefts in his Arhalza, I obferv'd 
farther, That this Play was « very Retegiows * 
Poem. Ani if it were not deſign'd for the yg... 
Theater, Thave nothing toobject. My mean» P. 124. 
ing is, if it were deſfign'd for the Theater, 
I thought the Form-and Argument too ſo- 
lemn for the Place. But that 1t was defign'd 
for the Theater, is more than I know ; and 
| TI rather believe it was not. It being not 
. uncommon in Fraxce and elſewhere, to act 
{erwous and inoffenfive Plays in Relig 10 
Honſes, Had Mr. Coxpreveunderitood this, 
or indeed the plain Engliſh of the Words, 
all his Cavilling and awkard Jelts had been 
at an end. The Short View, S&c. takes no-. 
tice that Shakeſpear, though to blame, was 
a Genteeler Enemy than the Relapſer , Wity , 
| {o? Becauſe he gives Sir John, Parſon of © 
[rotham, ſome Advantage in his Charyader, 
he repreſents him Lewd, but no: Little, Here 
Mr. Copgreve is extreamly diverting. The 
BUT (fays he) 2s comms again. I had 4 Amend. 
gtimpſe of him jxft now. Beſt of all ; * Tis more Þ: 74- 
than he has ofhamſelf, ſometimes. Lewd but 
not Lattle, there's a Paradox for ye! Well, 
| I grant ſome People are both. However, 
there's room enough between thee _—— 
or 


"& ; 
02, 


_ bath Antient and Modern, upon the Sub- 


( 80) 


. folp a DiſtinQion. For I ſuppoſe a Man 


may be Lewd in his Practice, without be- 
ing Littlein his Figure and Behaviour. Does 
every Libertine wear a Lzvery, or is Lewd- 
neſs a forfeiture of Condition ? In a ſenſe of 


| Philoſophy and Religion, there's nothing 


meaner than Vice : Bur then the Advan- 
tage of Appearance 1s ſome Cover for the 
Deformity, and gives 1t another Air to 
Common View. 

Mr. Conereve allows, That hes Men 
neither Sneak, nor do any thing unbecoming 
their Office 11 "the World, they ought not to be 
repreſented otherwiſe on the Stage, Were the 
Heathen Prieſts then ſo ablolutely  unex-_ 
ceptionable 2 Were there no Prevarications 
amongft them ? and did they never Live 
out of their Character 2 Mr. Congreve can't 


, think this : And yet as 1 obſerv'd, they 


were always well treated by the Heathen 
Poets. But beſides, what occurs in this 
Anſwer, T have given hi my reaſons elſe- 


lew, ©. where, why the Clergy ought in no cafe to 


come upon the Stage. 

Mr. Congreve 1s 1o kind as to inform me, 
that 1 talk in the Pedantical Cant of Fable, 
Intreague, Diſcovery, of Unittes of Time, NC. 
He means the Pedantical Cant of Ariſtotle 
and Horace, of Boſſu and Corxeille, of Raprn, 
and Mr. Dryden: that is of the beſt Criticks, 


ject, 


( $1 ) 
ject. This is ſomewhat ſtrange ! But I per- 
ceive the Man 1s wildred in his Spleen; He 
loft himſelf in a miſt of his own making, 
And when people can't fee; they are apt to 
fall foul upon their Friends. 


He finds fault with ſome more exprefli- p ,, 


ons of mine, how reaſonably, I ſhall conſi- 


der by and by. 


. 


= 


Mr. Congreve having ſpent ſome Pages in 


Triflingand Scurrility, advances to my 47h. 
Chapter. This Chapter charges the Srage 
with Immorality for rewarding their looſe 


Characters; and giving their Labertines 


ſuch advantage in Figure, Senſe and Suc- 
ceſs. Mr. Congr:ve knew the Od Batchelour 


and Double Dealer concern'd under this Head, View,e+e. 


but takes no notice of it. ?Tis true, he makes *: 142. 
an attempt to diſengage Valentine in Love Amend.” 


for Love. He would gladly Blanch this P55 


toul Character ; Burt alas, ?ris to no purpoſe 
to waſh and rub : The Spots are not Dirt 
but Complexion. He ſays /alentine had ho- 
zeſty enough to thoſe with a bad Bargain, 7a- 
ther then ot pay his Debts. Thus Mr. Cop- 
greve, But f we wlll take LV aleztine's word 
tor't, we ſhall find the matter otherwiſe. 


*I was his Neceſlity, his direliſh of Con- 


tinement, his Paſſion for Azgelica,which pur | 


him upan this Complyance. Let him ſpeak 
for himſelf. OY F. 


6 Val. 
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Val. 'This Condition was once propoſed before - : 


Lo.for Lo, 484 IT refuſed it, but the preſent impatience of 

P. 81%. my Creditors for ther Money, and my own im- 

patience of Confinement, and abſence from An- 
gelica, force we to conſent. 

So much for his Honeſty. And that he 


\.  , 1s Debauch'd, Profane and Smutty,Unnatu- 
View, © , 


P. 192. "ral to his Son, and Undutiful to his Father, 


I {till affirm and appeal for Evidence to the 

Paces of the Citation. 
P.4r, 3s Mr. Cozereve endeavours to juſtifie Bell- 
Amend. our and Sharper, in the Old Batchelour, a= 
P 92,22. cainſt my. exceptions. But here according 
ro his uſual fair dealing he miſreports the 
P. 9: Cale. Hetells the Reader I produc'd theſe 
Paſlages to prove him guilty of excouragine 
Inmmmorality. But this 1s quite mnaiſtaking the 
Matter. 'Theſe Paſſages among others were 
produced to ſhow how roughly the Womer 
225 $9, Were treated by the Szage : That their fine 
"0 1; Charafters were unceremonious, and fail'd 


t 70, 171, 


:72. in the Decencies, of a Cavalzer. 
He is glad I ca prevail with my ſelf to 


pan write the Helliſh Syllable [POX] at length ; 


I couid not do ſo in Page 82 of my Book. 
Right. And I had ſome reaſon for my 
Scruple, For I conceive, there is ſome dit- 
ference between the naming a Blaſphe- 
mous Curſe, and the Foul Piſeale. The 
Ford was uſed the former way when I de- 
clin'd to tranſcribe it, 


[1 


i (22 
I have aſſaulted the Town, it ſeems; tn the \ 
ſeat of thetr principal and most reaſonable Plea- * 103. 
fare, T am forry to hear the encouraging 
of Vice, the Liberties of Smut, and Profane- 
neſs, the Expoſing of Holy Things and Per- 
fons,are ſuch lively fatisfattions. The Palate 
mult be ſtrangely vitiated to reliſh ſuch Fn- 
tertainment as this. I would gladly beheve 
the Stage has not yet ſubdued the Under- 
ſtandings of the Audzexce, nor debauched 
their Reaſon to this degree. I hope the 
Tow 1s milreported in ſome meaſure, and 
that as to the choiſe and value of Pleaſure, 
the P/amiſ's Authority may be better than 
Mr. Congreves, Bleſſed is the man that ſtanas 
ot in the way of Sinners, nor ſits in the Seat 
of the Scornful. Bat his delight 1s in the Law 
of the Lora. 
Mr .Compreve pretends the Iyveit:ves of the 
Fathers were levelPd at the Cruelty of the Gla- 
diators, azd the Obſcenity of the Pantomimes. 
If [ome of them, continues he, have confouna- 
ed the Drama with ſuch Spettacles, it was as 
overfizht of Zeal very alowable 1a thoſe Days ; 
and in the Infancy of Chriſtiznity, when the 
Religion of the Heathens was Intermingled , 
with their Poetry and Theatral Repreſextatioz-. 
'The Fathers Cenſure of the Szaze, of which 
t gave many Inſtances, was ai everſight of 
2447! Theiw Heatran away with their Judg- 
ment, and to make them fate, we mutt read 
GT them ] 
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Amend. 


[1 |; { ESE) 
them with Mr- Coxgreve's Comment. And 
yet this overſight of Zeal is forgotten, and 
cheir Conduct juſtified by our Author im- 
mecately after. For as the caſe then ſtood, 
he ſays zhe beſt of the Heathen Plays might 
very well be forbidden, But theſe Reſtraints, 
it ſeems were put upon the Infancy of Chri- 
ſi:anity. Under favour, Chriſtianity was no 
gradual Religion. Twas like Adam at its 
full growth at firſt. If weakneſs, if obſti- 
nacy, and perverſenels, are ſigns of I»farcy, 
weare much more 1n the ſtate of the Cra- 
dle now. As tor the Concern of the Hea- 
then Religion, that was not the only Objecti- 
on the Fathers had to the Stage. They lke- 
wiſe Declaim'd againſt the Lewdneſs and 
Immorality of thoſe Diverſions. T his I have 
ſhewn ſuificiently in the Teſtimonies Cited 
from them : And hkew1ſe prov'd the Cen- 
{ure of the Fathers applicable to the Exgliſh 
i heater. ©} 

Mr. Corgreve would gladly throw his - 
own Talent of unfair Citing and Milapply- 
ing upon me. But has not beenable to prove 
it 112 one Inſtance, excepting that miſtake of 


F:c5,17 MWaſtzzo tor Wafiing mentioned before. 


His Story out of Polyb7zz5 will do him no 
kindneis ; for, as I have obſerved already, 
there i5no Arguing from #eatheziſm to Chri- 
ſtianity. Ignorance when not affected, goes . 
a great Way in an excuie, Polybis _T 

wiſe 
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( 85) 
_ wiſe Man, but.he was a Pagan, and hived 
too early ta know any thing of our Religi- 
on. In ſhort, either the- Theatral Perfor- 
mances of the Cynethians were innocent, or 
they were not. If they were not, to what 
purpoſe are they mention'd : It they were, 
our Stage 1s no parallel to them. "There be- 
ing very few modern Plays in which there 1s 
not ſomething exceptionable: Either Cur-. 
ſing or Swearing, , vain invocation of the 
Name of God, Ribaldry , or Profanenels ; \ 
or elſe ſome fooliſh and deſtructive Paſſion 
made Creditable and Charming. And as 
for the Bulk of his Author Polyb:zs, I ſup- 
pole Scipio Naſica, Scevola, and St. Auguſtin, 
were all of them as great Men as He. I {hall 
g1ve him counter-Evidence from them. This 
Father informs us, that Scevola vvho vvassr Aug. de 
Pontifex Maximus, and one of the Senate, Spb | 
diſſmaded that Noble Aſſembly from going on 1. © F 
with the Building of a Theater, He told them 
in a ſet Speech, That this Diverſion would 
bring in Foreien Vice; and the Debaucheries 
of Greece among them, That the old Roman 
Virtue would be lost, and the Spirits of the Peo- 
ple emaſculated, 'I his Harangue goverr'd 
rhe Sezare, and (topt the Progreſs of the Stage 
tor that tyme, This Teſtimony St. Augaſtin 
mentions vvith Approbation. And in the 
next Chapter but one, He calls theſe T heatral cp. 33- 
Performances, animorum labem & peſtem, 


(Gr 2  pro- 


[ (86). 

probitatis & honeſtatis everfionem, i. &. The 

—_ Blemiſhes of Humane Nature, the Plagne of 
t Reaſon, and the Ruine of Virtue: And adds, 

[ T hat Scipio foreſeeing theſe mortal conſequences, 

© bhindredthebuildizz of Play-Houſes. He did not 

think the Government could ſubfiſ® upon the 

i — ſtrenath of Brick and Stoze. But that Diſcipline 

| === andpoon Manners were to be taken care of no leſs 
BY  thaxthe Fortificatton of the City. 

| To the Authority of this Father I ſhall 

0 _ _Subpoyn that of Horace, vuho in his Book 

18 ae Arte Poetica, Mentionings the Roman 

| Theater before his ovvn Time, has theſe 


vvords. 2 

Quo ſane popalas numeravilts ut pate paruns. 

Et frag, caſtuſy, verecundufq, coibat. | 
"Tis very remarkable fays Mozfrenr Da- 

cer, that Horaze ſhould commend the old 

Romazs tor not frequenting the T heater. He 

gives tour Reaſons for the little Tnchna- 


\» Me. by vFE * 
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| Remarg. HON they had for theſe Diverſions. © They 
\ fur L' Art © yyere nor very Numerous ; They vvere 
"| ogg * Wiſe ; They vvere Reizzious ; And they 
= Fs. <vvere Modett. 
i 'The three laſt Reatons are itronely to 
= our point, and the {tronger tor coming fron: 


a Poet, Thus vvas 1o plain, and io Con- 

{iderabie an acknovviledgment, that Mr, Da- 

cter makes the follovving Marerzal Note 

tbid. Yor. UPON it, T he Theater Condemned as inconſiſtent 
2h. Þ. 37. with Prudence and Religion, 

{LI 


(FT 


As for innocent Diverſions, T have tothins 
to fa ainſt them. But T think Peop le 
ſhould I care not to relieve their pits 
at the expence of their Virtue, not to Cure 
Melancholy with Madneſs, and ſhake off their 
Spleen, and their Reafon together. Mr. : 
Goſſon a Stage Poet 1n Queen El;zabeth's time 
ys much the ſame thing, only the expre{- 
ſion is ſomewhat ſtronger. In his Addrefs 
to the Gertlewomen of Londosn, he has theſe 
words: Being penſive at Home, 7 f you go to SexGoſl.'s 
the Theaters to drive awa Fancies. it 1s 4s — ot 
good Phyſick, as for the Ace of your Head, to 
kyock out our Brains; or when you are Stunz 
with a Waſp, to rub the Sore with a Nettl:. 

The fame Author is ſoFrank as to declare, 
That Eaſe ad Idleneſs bring Deſtruttion ; ad 
that Pleaſure and Sfort are the Devils Batt: 
That howeft Recreation auickens the Spirits, 
but Plays are venemons Arrows to the Mind. 
WWhez Comedy comes upon the Stage, Cupid 
ſets up 4 fringe for Wooadcocks, which are ex« 
tangled re they diſcern the Line, and caught 
before they m1 ibraft the Snare. And Al et: 
before, We call that a Slaughter Houſe where Apol. of 
brute Beaſts are kilPd, and hold that a 'Pa time om yeas -_ 
which i the very Butchery of C briſtian Sorls. E- $8 "th 

Mr. Copgreve argues at laſt trom the dit- | 
advantage of the Globe, and the meant 
of our Climate. Now Pm afraid theſe Geo- ? 1? 
graphical Reaſons are ao better than the a 

G 4 
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(88) 
I doubt this Expedient of a Play-hoaſe wor't 
make the Latitude one jot the better. "I'will 


I ITS - 


ne're fix the floating of our Humours, nor - 


Þring us to the ſteddineſs of the = 4 


To ſpeak ſoftly : What is there more likely 


to IA our Paſſions than theſe Diverſ1- 
_ ons, and to fill us with Freaks and Fancies, 


and extravagant Amuſement 2 Now when 


Paſſions runs ; high Diſappointment riſes with 


them, anc o00d Humour grows more pre- 
CATIOUS. For the more weare diſappointed, 
the more dark, and Saturnine, and Melan- 


cholick we ſhall certainly be. The Reſigna- 


tion of Chriſtians, and the Pleaſures of Rea- 


ſon, and the Satisfaction of Jiving to ſome 
purpoſe, are. by much, the beſt Remedies 
againſt Melancholy. But are not we of all 
People the moſt unfit to be alone? The French 
Proverb ſhall anſwer this : Better be Alone, 


than in ill Company. Mr.Corgreve goes on in 


his Panegyrick upon his Country : ethos 


20t more Self-Murtherers, and Melancholick 


than in agreat part of beſtaes, Tho? 


3 Lanatices in England, heard of 18 oe year, 


6 


1 ſomewhat queſtion the Truth, as well as 


the Civility of this Reflettion; but 1t 'tis 
true, *tis probable the Play-Houſe may 1n 


ſome meaſurg account for the Fa. It there 
are more Selt- Murthers and Lunacics in En- 
_ £/aua than ellewhere, *tis probably, Decauts 
there are more bad F lay 5 in England than it 


A 


CW 


(89) 
a great part of Europe beſides : I believe I 
may ſay, than in all Exrope beſides. When 
Paſſions are rais*d, and Principles deſtroy'd, 
ſome People can neither keep their Wits, 
nor their Lives long together. "They grow 
impatient of this World, and Fooliſh enough 
to ruſh blindly upon the Other. Love and 
Pride are obſerv*d to ſtock Bedlam. Now 
theſe two Paſſions are work*d up to the 
higheſt Exceſs in Plays. A Spark 1s ſcarce 
thought Civil to his Miſtriſs, unleſs he's 
ready to run Mad for her. And as for Pride, 
tis no leſs ſtrongly recommended under the 
Notion of Glory, Greatneſs, and Revenge. 
| Indeed the Play-houſe is a ſort of Nurſery to 
a Mad Houſe : ?Tis not long ſince one of 
them was ſent thither; and I rather wonder 
they are not oftner tranſplanted. I am forry 
for any Man's Misfortune; and *tis only 
Mr. Coxgreve's Argument which draws the 
Inſtance from me. He 1s now come to his 


laſt Queſtions. From whence are all our Sefts, Þ: 105. 


Schiſms, and innumerable Subdiviſions in Re- 
ligton ? Tt them come from whence they 
will, we had better have them than 
ſome Peoples Remedies. ?Tis much ſafer 
to be of different Opimons, than agree in 
believing nothing. Atherſm 1s an ill Cure 
of Hereſy and Schiſm : Iadmire Uniformity 
in Doctrineextreamly ; but {till T muſt crave 
icave to believe, That a miſtaken Conſci- 
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( 50) 
enee is more ſerviceable, than no Contci- 
__ ence at all. | 

Ibid, Mr. Congreve concludes his Book with an 
unfair Quotation about Muſick. He under- 
ſtands the Art of Miſrepreſenting, and leaves 
out a ſignificant word, very handfomly for 
that pur rpoſe. Bur T ſhall paſs it over; and 
come to his Criticiſms upon ſome of my 

Expreſſions. 
p-84. The Ladies fan 2 Slip ſtocking high , with 
Echard's Winch he quarrels, 1san Alluſion to a known 


Reaſ>ns of Story, 111 a Book very well known. To 


= = deal freely, T made bold with it to prevent 
Clergy. it5 ralling 1 Into the Enemies hand. A whole 
Kennel of Beans after a Woman, 1s no Lan- 
 guace of mine: "Tis a Quotation from the 
"2 "BM Relapſe: as Mr. Congreve might eaſily have 
| Running Riot upon Smut, 15 miſquo- 
Relapiz, ted, My words are theſe : « The Double 
P.%+ , © Dealer runs Riot upon ſuch an occafion 
fs. i 
as ay and gives Lord Touchwood a mix- 
* ture of Smt, "2c. The apper Ezxd of the Go- 
vermmeut, 1s 4 defenſible Expreſſion ; And 
his exception to the Litter of Epithets, &C. 
f have anfwcrd already. His Objections 
at ole ANfences, is ſomewhat unfairly tran- 
"0 icrib'd, and t! Ie FADE miſmark*d. The Pal- 
p. 13 -” kagelis this Ins "ſehoida was thought an Ally- 
* ance big enough for the Royal Family. 
He Cavils at two other little words, which 


T think may paſs : But I hall fay nothing 
in 


Ibid. 


( 91 ) 
in their behalf, 'To defend ſuch trifles, 
would be almoſt as idle, as to objeft agarnft 
them. | - 
Now though I have examined Mr. Cox- 
greves Writings but looſely upon this Head, 
yet inreturn to his Civilities, I ſhall prefent 
the Reader with ſome Proprieties of His in 
Phraſeology and Senſe. In his Amendments *: :7. 
we have, To Savoar of Utterance, &c. And 
in the Monrning Bride, we have all the Deli-.p. ,.,9. 
| cacies of Language and Rhetorick, and the 
very Spring it ſelf upon Paper. Here's Reſpt- 
ring Lips, ample Roof, and ample KR powleage, yg pijqe 
the Noon of Night, fear'd,/ for frighted, the p. 24,64, 
pageantry of Souls, Eyes rain Blood, and what hl 
not. 'To go on a little with the Mourning = 
Bride, with reference to Senfe and Character. 
_ King Mazxzell asks his Daughter Almeria, 
why {he wears Mourning at his Triumph. 
She tells him, She mourns for her deliverance 
| from a Wreck. "Fhis was a wiſe Anſwer, 
| anda very natural way of expreſſing her 
Gratitude for coming fate on Shore. 
Gornſalez relates MazaalPs Vi&torious En- 
try. after his Succefs 2gainft the Moors. The 
Cavalcade is wonderiully Splendid and Pom- 
pous : But the Story goes off fomewhat un- 
luckily. 
1he ſwarming Populace ſpread every Wall, P7. 
Ang cling as if with Claws they aid enforce 
Their Hold taroneh slifted Stones firetching ana 
' ftaring, — Here 


| 
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Here he Struts to purpoſe in Sophocles's 
Buskins | C!izg and Claws are extreamly mag- 

1 nificent in ſolemn Deſcription, and ſtrange- 
= ly proper for Tragedy and Triumph. To give 
him his due, IT think theſe two Lines are. 
the beſt Image of a parcel of Cats running 
up a Wall, that I have met with. That 
which follows is worth the remembring.' | 
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Ibid, As they were all of Eyes, and every Limb, 
Woald feed his Faculty of Admiration. 


A Limb of an Eye, 1 confeſs, 1s a great Cu- 
riolity; And one would think if the Poet 
had any of theſe Limbs in his Head, he 
might have diſcover'd it. We muſt not 
forget Oſmiz?s Falent 1n Arithmetick, who 
let us underitand that 


p. 27. Heaven can continue to beſtow, 


hea ſcanty Nambers ſhall be ſpent in telling, 


As Scanty as they are, I fancy Telling will 
be ſpent mueh ſooner than Numbers : But 
Senſe in a Tragedy 1s cold and unafietting. 
To go on. 2zrah makes Oſmin a high Com- 
pliment upon his Air and Complexion : 
She tells him when ſhe friſt ſaw him, 


| Hh © ' . 5 - 7 ys 
mR Pale and expiring, arenchea in briny Waves, 


That 


( 93 ) 


"That he was 
God-like even then. 


Death and-Paleneſs are ſtrong Refem- 
blances of a Deity ! Burt I perceive, to ſome 
People, a Seraphim, and a drown'd Rat, are 
juſt alike. King Mazzell is giving Sentence 
upon the Rebels : Let us ſee how he {ſup- 
ports his Character : 


Beay to the Dungeon thoſe Rebellions Slaves, Poe”: 
The ig noble Cars that Telp to fill the Cry, 
Azad ſpend their Mouths in barking Tyranny. 


And alittle after, he calls the Noble Oſm77z, 
_ that foreign Dog. Here's Majeſtick Paſſion, 
Royal Vengeance, and magnificent Railing 
for ye! A Common Hunt could not have 


_ done it better ! This, as Mr. Congreve has Amend. 


it, is Dog-Lanouage with a Witneſs ; and * 7% 
never made for a Monarch's Mouth. 
Z2gr»has another Flight very remarkable, 
and with that I {hall conclude. This Prin- 
ceſs, we muſt know, was ſtrangely fnutten 
with Ofziz, and finding her Amour crols'd, 
was relſolv'd, out of ſtark Love and Kind- 
neſs, to Potfon him : "Tis true, {he intended 
to be ſo ult, as to diſpoſe of her {elf the fame. 
way. Now comns to the Priſon {he ſpies 
a Body without a Head,and imagining it O/- 
7121s, grows diltracted upon't. And why 
lo * 
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1]: Ta) 
fo 2 Was it becauſe ſhe was prevented, and 


had not the fſatisfaftion of diſpatching her 


Spark her ſelf? Or was it becauſe ſhe had a 
mind to convince Oſmin of the ſtrength of 
her- Aﬀection by murthering him ? "That's 
{ſomewhat odd. Was 1t then to ſhew how 
willing ſhe was to dye with him ? She ſays 


i ; but preſently rejects thus reaſon as frivo- 


lousand unneceſſary.Forif you'll believe her, 
Oſmiz was capable of knowing her Paſhon, 
without ſo barbarous an Expedient. 


His Soul ſtill ſees, and knows each purpoſe, 
And fixt event of my perſiſting-Faith, 


Well, Let the reaſon of her Diſorder he 
what it will, for we can't agree about it, 


ſhe falls into a moſt terrible Fir of Fuſtian , 
_ upon the ſight of the Body. 


Ha ! proſtrate ! bloody ! headleſs! O,--- flart Eyess 
Spitt heart, burſt everyVeip at this dire object, 
At once diſſolve and flow; meet Blood with Blood, 
Daſh your encountrizs Streams with mutual Vi- 


olence, 
TillSurges roll, :9:d foaming Billows riſe, 


And carle their Crimſoa Heads to kiſs the Clouds! 


One would think by this Rant, that Agra 
had Bloud enough in her Veins to fill the 
Bay of Biſcay, or the Gulph of Lrows. on 

| ; tis 


( (982) 
this rate a Man may let the Thames out of 
his little Finger! This 1s monitrous Impro- 
priety of Thought! Never were Things and 
Words, joyn'd more unluckily. Call you 
this Poetry! The Figures and Flights of 
Poctry are Bold ; but then the Fancy ſhould 
be Natural, the Figures Juſt, and the Effects 
holds ſome proportion with the Caule. Zgrs 
riſes in her Rumbling, if tis poſſible, rails bit- 
terly on the King, in Affrozomy ; And, as tar 
as I can diſcover, ſhe goes ſomewhat upon 
the Syſtem ot Coperntcns. 


Ram, 74/2, Je Stars ſpout from your burnin p G, : 
Precipuated Fires, and-pour ia Sheets, ([Orbs, 
{he blazing Torrent on the Tyrant*s Head. 


| Weli. Thothis Lady has not much Wit in 

_ her Anger, {he has a great deal of Learning : 

| TI muſt own, this is a very Scholar-like piece 
of Diſtraction, It Mr. Cozgreve replies, the 
Occa{ion was extraordinary ; and that the 
fight of O/-z's Murther muſt mightily af- 
tect her, Granting all this, the old Saying 
will hold good againſt him : Care leves lo- 
guntur, innentes ſtupent : Here Almeria's Fit 
of Fainting, and a good $woon at the end . 
on't, would have look'd like Bulineſs, and © 
been very Natural upoathe occaſion. I could 
have been ſomewhat larger upon the Mozrz- 
7ng Bride, but this may faiice ar preſent. 


Il 


_ I charged Mr. Congreve with two very 
_ Lewd and Scandalous Songs ; but theſe he 
View,&c. paſſes over unmention'd. This is ſomewhat 
”- 2+ 25- unfortunate: One would have thought, if 
Lov. Tri- he had neither Modeſty to make them, nor 
__ umph. p. Reaſon to defend them, he might, at leaſt, 
73 have had alittle Conſcience to have given 
them up. 


A Reply 


«7 1 


Short Vindication 
OF THE 


Relapſe and the Provok d-Viife. 


H1S Author pretends I had little 
to charge him with upon the Sub- 
je& of Immodeſty, that 1 come to 
zo particulars, bat only mention 
Atiſs Hoyden w: 'th others for an 1in- 

modeft Charafter. By his favour, I am par- 

ticular in the matter objected, and iince he 

_ calls for it, I ſhall dire the Reader to ſome 

more Decencies of this young Lady. To de- 

ny Matter of Fact in the beginning of a Vin- 
dication 1s a little unlucky ! 
This Gentleman is at 2 loſs what I meen by 


Vindic. 


View, 

F. 23 
os - 1, 
60, 62,63 


J:1d. 


Immodeſiy, he knows of no fiance talked by Miſs 


Hoyden ; And makes the Fault mine to under- 
{tand him in that ſenſe. Here's a fight of In- 
H NICenc 


0:98) 


nocence for ye! One would think his Capaci- 
ty was bound up to Virtue 1n an extraordj=- 
nary manner ; And that the bare Notion of 
lil could not get into his Head. By the way, 
[ am ſorry to find him thus Undiſtinguiſhing. 
Thiz ſgnorance 1n a Srage-Poer does not look 
well. Cuſtomary Swearing takes away the 
ienſe of doing it, and I am afraid it may be ap- 
plicable to other matters. "The Y7zazcator and 
his Brethren have an admirable way of defend- 
ing themſelves from Indecencies. If you de- 
tet them, they tell you 'tis your own Con- 
ſtrudtion, and-you may take it for your pains. 
As if the Knowledge of Good and Evil, was 
Criminal ; and to ſhow one Fault, was to make 
another. It ſeems then the Deformity of Mat- 
ters lies in the Organ, not in the ObjeR., in 
the Idea not in the Thing. A Man had much 
better go into a Puddle than diſcover it. He 


' that ſees an Ulcer, or percelves an offenſive 
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Smell, is extreamly to blame in his Senſes! 
The /7zd:cator impoſes on the Reader by affir- 
ming himſelf concern'd only i one Quotation more 
in my Chapter of Immodeſty. For 

1. The general Reterence may imply more. 
And Þbelides, 1t it did not, I have given more 
inſtances in Loveleſs and Berinthia, on the ſame 
Head, tho not in the ſame Chapter. There are 
likewile more lewd Paſſages 1a his two Plays 
heighten'd with Irreligion; but theſe ſnall be 
Poſtpon'd a httle. 

[ thail now examine his Detence of-a quo- 
tation from the Provok'd-Wife. The Dialogue 
lies detween Lady brate and Belinda. Belinda | 
izys, Why dont fome Reformer or other beat the 
I'oit for Smiuttineſs? © bo Drate, 


( 99 ) 


L. Brute, Becauſe he 1s met fo ſire of ou? © 


Private Approbation ;, as of our Publick Thanks. 
Well ; fare there is not upon Earth, ſo Impertinent 
a thing as Womens Moadefty. 

 Belind. Tes, Mens Fantaſque that obliges x 
tort, If we quit our Modeſty, they ſay we loſe 
our Charms. ( There's his Defence.) Ard 
yet they know that very Aodeſty is Aﬀettation, 
and rail at our Hypocriſy. Here's admirable 
encouragement for Virtue! The Ladies make 
a Grievance of Modeſty, and declare it the 
molt impertinent thing in Nature. Ay, but 
what do the Men ſay ? Why they ſay tis all 
Aﬀectation and Hypocrifie. And are not 
theſe Charming Qualities upon the Diſcove- 
Ty-? A pretence ſeen through is wondertul- 


ly engaging ! The Y/:zdicator confeſſes as much. - 


He ſays the Men rail at the Women for their 
Modeſty. I cant fee how they ſhould do 
otherwiſe, if they believe it nothing but Gri- 
mace. Here's a handſome Complement upon 
the Women. They are brought 1n guilty 
by both Sexes, They cart be Sincere it ſeems 
without appearing Vitious, nor deal clearly 
without Impudence, nor be Honeſt without 
playing the Whore ! But over and above the 
Poers Courtſhip ; theſe are Powerful Mo- 
tives to Modeſty | What Woman would not 
be in Love with it upon this Deticription ? 
The Credit of Aﬀectation is ſtrangely tran{- 
porting, who would not take pains to be 
counted a Hypocrite ? There's nothing of 
Complexion in Modeſty : 'T1s only a little 
 Paiat laid on with a Trowel. It neither hits 


ealie, nor looks natural : "Tis fooliſh to them- 


H-2 ſelves, 
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ſelves, and formal to other People : And now 
what Woman would not ſtrive hard for ſuch 
an Accompliſhment as this ? Bat on the other 
ſide, this is a comfortable Scheme for the 
Torn Sparks To ſpeak in our Author's Mi- 
litary way. What Libertine would not prefs 
the Siege, and be at the trouble of a little 
Storming, when he has Intelligence of a Par- 
ty within ;, when he believes the Bloody-Colonurs 
falſe, and that there's Friendſhip 1n the very 
Defiance? Now had I not upon this Occa- 
{ion ſome reaſon to obſerve that Mpdeſty was 
out of Faſhion with our Sage, and the Bark 
much ſunk ſince the time of Euripides, I ſay 
fince the time of Eurip:des; For his Ladies 
always converſe with all the Decency and Re- 
{ervedneſs imaginable. They declare againſt | 
intemperate Talk, and love Virtue both in 
the Thing and in the Appearance.- 

I had ranged the Profaneneſs of the Stage un- | 


der two Heads. 

1. Their Curſing and SWeAri7T. 

2. Their Ab:ſe of Religion and Holy Scrip- | 
tures. 

Upon the Head of Swear:zg, I obſerv'd the 
Relapſe and the Provok'd-Wife, were particular- 
ly Rampant end Scandalons, This, the Vind:- 
cator ſays, was done with a great deal of 
Honeſty and Charity, SO twas. To reporrt 
fairly, and tell People of their Faults, 1s Ve- 
ry conhiltent with both thoſe Qualities. He 
goes On, anc jeſts a little about Bullys and 
Hackney-Coaeb-1c, and by the Gayety of his 
Humour, you would think him extreamly 
Innoceat. But after all this nas ago 

3 


\ 
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F his Crime ſhould nat he little, I am afraid 
his Conſcience will appear ſo. Howeyer he 
complains he is mightily overcharg'd ; and 
that all the ſiretch of the Praphaneneſs * So FT 
Ld. Foppington's Gd, and Miſs Hoyden's 
I-Cod. Now Hoeyden's Expreſſion I take to be 
rafik Swearing, neither does he deny it. And 
as for Ld. Foppington, he adds By, to Gad; 


which 1n his particular way of Pronouncing 


e, like a, is broad and downright. This Gen- 
tleman would excuſe himſelf by the Liber- 
ties of Conyerſation, and gives Gra Inſtag- 
ces. of diſeuiſed Oaths. Waat means he by 
infiſting ſo much upon Precedent ? Does Cu- 
ſtom juſtifie a Fault? Is Sin Improv'd into 
Privelege ? and can a Man Swear by Common- 


Vind.p.11 


Law ? Beſides all the Inſtances mention'd ex- View, 


cepting Par Nie, are leſs Criminal than his 
OWN. And were it otherwiſe, no ſort of Pro- 
faneneſs is fit for Repreſentation ; as I have 
prov'd ſufliciently already. "This Anthor com- 
plains, my Accuſations arainſt hin; aimost ai- 

ways run in general Terms, '&c. Well. If a 
Liſt of Particulars will oblige him, he thall 
have t. 1 did not take this Method for want 
of Evidence, I can aſſure him. The petty Oaths 
and Curſes ( as I ſuppoſe the Poers think them) 
together with the vain Invocation of the 
Name of God, 1 ſhall omit; To tranſcribe 
or point to them, would be tedious. But as 
for thoſe of a blacker Complexion, , tho they 
muſt not be produced, the Reader "may ſee 
them if he pleaſes : And then he may judge 
if I have done the YVindicator any wrong by 


pronouncing them Rampart and Sc a? dalous. 
H 3 In 


P. 96. An. 
Cong. vid. 
24. Poir. 
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Relapſe P. In the Relapſe this Horrible Rhetorick is 
7:9,1',13:ſpoken by Ld. Foppington, Young Faſhion, Seringe, 


?*: 32:53» Conpler, and Afeſs Hoyden. To theſe we muſt 
434+, S5z | 


61,52, 65, add Friſtice Tunbelly, who to make himſelf the 


65,74,75, better Magiſtrate, Swears like a Bully with 
77:70,51, open Mouth. The Provok'd-Wife is little bet- 
1+ Yak * ter. Sir John and the Colonel Swear with a 
10s. great deal of Reliſh and Noiſe; and Conſtart 
Pro. Wife. 1s not over ſtanch. Some of theſe Pages have 
”: 22227, double Charges, and fo have ſome in the Re- 
2.2572” Lipfſe. Curſing and Fiends Language, is like- 
| wiſe very frequent in the Provok'd-i/ife. Now, 
tho Oaths are not, Curſes may be Blaſphemy, 
Faſhion's is fo in a horrible manner. This 
Reanſe p. hne Gentleman does not ſtick to Curſe the 
44. Author of his Being, for making him youn- 
ger than his Brother. But this 1s not all the 
Blaſphemy the Relapſer has to account for. And 

row at the cloſe of the Article I muſt own 

my ſelf ſurpriz'd at the Courage of the YVi- 

gicator. That a Man thus Ill prepar'd, ſhould 

cait the Cauſe upon fo bold an lſue, preſs for 

a ſecond Hearing, and call for a Charge in 
Particulars ! 

The /econd Branch of the Srage's Profane- 

neſs, 1s the Abuſe of Religzon and Holy Scrip- 

ture. How does the Vindicator excuſe him- 

ſelf here ? He ſays, Before he fell upon me for 

an Avuſer of Holy Scripture, he ſhould fir5t clear- 

ly have prov'd, That no Story, Phraſe or Ex- 

preſſion whatſoever in the Scripture, ſhould be 

either repeated, or ſo much as alluded to upon 

P.13. rhe Stage. In return to this, I muſt ſay, I have 
View, Diated this pretty ſtrongly already, and pro- 
Ch.2. ved it by plain Implication, To argue the 
point 
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point more at length, I did not then think ne- 
ceſſary. For what can be more evidently Im- 
pious than to throw the moſt Solemn and the 
moſt Triflins things into the ſame Compo- 
ſition; to make Religion part of onr Sport, 
and the Bible furniſh out the Stage? I 
thonght no Perſon profeſſing Chriſtianity, 
could have wanted Information in this Caſe. 
But ſince I find the Poers diſpoſed to Cavil, 
I have ſatisfied this Objection more at large 1 in 
my Reply to Mr. Congreve. 71 he Vinaicator” S 
_ next attempt 1s very remarkable. 

The Scripture, Jays he, s made up of H:ory, 
Praphecy, and Precept ; wa are things in their 
own Nature capable of 70 other Burleſaue than 


what calls 1n' queſtion erther their Reality, or their P. 


"—_ To this I Anſwer, 

. That the YVinatcator is out in his Noti- 
ON Af Burleſque. To Burleſque a Book, is to 
tnrn it into Ridicule. Now this may be done 
without queſtioning the Hiſtory, or miſtak- 
ing the Tex?. 'To apply the Caſe : To doubt 
the Meaning of ſome part of the Bible may 
be done without a Fault. I confeſs, to que- 
ſtion any Fa#ts in Scripture would be to re- 
nounce Cir:i/t:;anity. But then to make Di- 
verſion with them 1s ftill worſe; And adds 
Contempt, to Infidelity. Indeed, to take theſe 
Freedoms with Religion 1s a {ſign of a ſlender 
Belief. We dont ſee Comedy Garniſhed with 
Parliament- Houſe-Speeches. No. Where peo- 
ple are ſure to be puniſhed, they are careful not 
to {Sher 
. To believe the Scripture God's Word, 
as to Play with it, heightens the Prei! fumpti- 

H 4. ON, 
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on. *?Tis a horrid Refle&ion on the Divine 


_ Wiſdom; It ſuppoſes the Concerns. of -the 


cther World over flouriſh'd, that a Pompons 
out-ſide 1s given to Things Infignificant, and 
that the weight of the Cauſe holds no. pro- 
portion with the Solemnity of the Court..Now 
that this Gentleman has ſeveral times brought 
the B.ble to jeſt for him, is clear beyond 
all Contradiction. 

 3ly. The Findicator: 1s caſt upon his own. 


ſtate of the Caſe. For his Play not only que - 


Jions the Truth of the Scripture, but denies 
it; and gives an Inſtance to prove the Al- 
ſer tion; and to give the more Credit to't, 1t 
comes from the beſt Charater in the Poem. 
"Tis done in a Soliloquy too, where accord- 
ing to our Author, rhe perſor who ſpeaks 15. al- 
ways ſuppoſed to del: ver his real thoughts to the Au- 


Vind. Las dicuce, Amanda 1s the perſon-; [cts hear her. 


97. 


What ſlippery + Stuif are Min Compoſed of ? 


Relaple Þ. Syre the Account of their Creation's falſe, 


Azad "twas the Wamans Rib that they were form'd 
[ of 

This Lady it ſeems ſpoke this for the "ok 
of the Publick; Her bulinels, like Wortky's, 
was to taſtruct the Audience. Yes, the de- 
ſign of a Solrloguy, 1s to prevent miſconſ{tru- 
ion, to dire the Under itanding, and ſecure 
the Intereſt of Virtue. Tis poſlible the Ac- 
court of Man's Creation might have been thought 
true, and the meaning of the Relapſe miſunder- 
ſtood , 1t Amanda had not been drawn out 
{ingle for this Service. Well. But the Gentle- | 
man wie writ this Speech 15 gone to Mulcovy. 
| hope not to tell them the Hi for of the Crec- 
ation 


= a 
— awrodrur oo vs Wm anew. * 
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ation is falſe ; well lethim go, Ithink this T ow? 
may ſpare him. But tho the ar 1s gone'to 
Muſcovy, the Play is here, and fo 1s the Au- 
thor too, who took the pions Ae into his 
Prote&tion and made her Free of his Poem. 

Suppoſe this new Eavrea ſhould write a_ 
Treaſ9nable Copy of Verſes upon the Czar, 
and ſheer off from 1oſco when he had done. 
Suppoſe a Brother Poet of the Place ſhould 
borrow them for his proper uſe, and Act and 
Publiſh them for his own. Would it bea ſuſhct- 
ent excule for the Latter to alledge that they 
were only borrowed, that his Friendwas gone 
into a remote Country ; but That to his Know- 
ledge he had too much Veneration for the Go- 
vernment to queStion its Authority, or ſink its 
Credit? 1 am afraid ſuch a Speech as this, 
would do but little Service at Moſco. It 
may not be amiſs for the Yinaicator to conſi- 
der the Application, and the next time he has 
any Exerciſe made for him, to look a little 
etter into the Contents. 

We are now drawing towards Particulars. 
The Hiftory of Adam's Fall is wretchedly P. 77. 
made .uſe of in the ProvoPd-Wife, How the View, ©. 
Scripture is affronted by this, the Vindicator ** 77: 
can't tell here's nothing that refietts upon the p. 14, 15 
Trith of the Story. No. Is the Ridiculous 
Raſor no diſadvantage to the Story ? Does Y 
it not ſufter by being mix'd up with Smut and @ 4 4 Þ 
| Banter, and applied to a ſcandalous purpoſe, * 
If theſe Liberties don't refle&t upon the 7 rh 
of the Story, I am ſure they refle& upon the 
Significancy on't, and by conſequence upon 
the Honour of the Author. But by the /7a- 
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dicator's Favour, I doubt it does Reflect upon 

the Truth of the Story. For who that look'd on 

this Account as deliver'd by the Aoly Ghoſt 

would treat it thus diſreſpeQfully ? Who that 

| believed himſelf akin to Adam would uſe his 

VieaP Memory thus Courſely, Ridicule hs Folly up- 

n0*-15 on the Srage, and make a jeſt of his Misfor- 

tunes? The Yindicator concludes the Page 

with a Memorable Sentence, and gives us 

to underſtand, That he ſhall always make a 

— wery great Diſtinition between his Reſpetts ro God 

ibid. and the Devil. His Reſpefts to God, is ſome- 

/ what Familiar. But he mends the Matter. 
He makes a very great Diſtinction between 

God and the Devil! Then it ſeems he has ſome 

Regard for both of them, ſome Reſpects for 

the Devil. Truly one would almoſt think 

fo, by his way of Writing, and if we may ar- 

ene from the Intereſt he promotes, I am afraid 

the Bulk of the D:ſtin&:07 will lie the wrong 

way. 

The Yindicator takes it Ill of me for Cen- 

{uring the Liberties given to Ld. Foppingtor. 

r. 159 And here (he\lays) Pmas angry with him: for 

beins for Religion, as before for being apain#t it. 

Not altogether. However here's a frank Con- 

feſlion, that he was againſt Relzg1on before. 

Now by his managing, one wonld gueſs he 

had not changed his fide. For whatever his 

» + Meaning might be, his Method is ſomewhat 
untoward. For does not Ld. Foppingron Droll 

upon the Prayers, upon Sundays, and Sermons ? 

Does he not do it in Earneſt ? The YVindica- 

for grants all this. Is he check't then by the 

Ladies, or exposd upon the Account ? my 

cn- 
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flenderly, if at all. Berinthia rather prompts 
him, and Amanda only asks him if there was 
good Preaching at St. James's; And that ſhe ,, 
was the worſt Company in the world at Church, ... 
being apt to mind the Prayers and Sermon. 


This 1s a poor Rebuke for ſuch Rampant Pro- 


faneneſs. And as the World goes, may eall- yjiew,c. 
ly be interpreted to Singularity, and Femate ?. 58. 


Superſtition. Ay, Bur Foppington's manner of 
ſpeaking ;, together with the Charafter he renre- 
fents plainly inſtry&s the Audience, that what he 


ſays of his Church Behaviour 1s defied for they ©: 19, 17. 


Contempt and not for their Imitation, *Tis de- 
_ figned for their Diverſion, if he pleaſes, which 
I'm miſtaken if the Subje& will allow of. Let 
Ld. Foppington ſpeak. < 

Ld. Fop. Madam, Sunday is avile day, I muſt 
confeſs; I intend to move for leave to bring 1n 2 
Bull that the Players may work upon :t. ---- A Man 
muſt have little to do there,that can give an account 
of the Sermon. ---- But if Tcan't give an account 
of the Ladies, I deſerve to be excommunicated, -- 


There's my Lady Tattle, &C. are the prettieſt 


Company in the World, ---- One ts ſtrangely apt at Relapſe P. 
Church to mind what one ſhould not do, meaning 333 $6 


the Prayers and the Sermon. 

Now who can miſcarry under ſuch Inftru- 
ction as This? A Man muſt be of a very low 
Form 1n_ his Underſtanding, not to ſee the 
Driitt of the A#thor. This 1s Seraphick Satyr, 
all Light and Heat. Virtue muſt needs be re- 
fre{h'd, and Conſcience alarm'd ſtrongly, by 
ſuch Admonitions! Inſtead of giving a tright- 
ful Idea of Profaneneſs, the Matter is all turn'd 
into a Jeſt; and the Audience deſired to laugh 
ar 


[ A ( 108 ) 
at thoſe Practices, which will Damn them. 
' Theſe are admirable Sentences to Rally Reli- 
Sion with, to furniſh a young Libertine, and. 
keep Atheiſm in Countenance ! So much for 
the Manner of Speaking. And asfor Lord Fop- 
pington's Character , that won't excuſe him. 
As the Poet has manag d the buſineſs, this 
| Lord is not fo contemptible. For ſome of 
; the beſt Raillery in the Play falls to his Share, 
4 ww «as I have ſhewn already. And were it other- 
© **3- wiſe, no pretence of Character can juſtifie ſuch 
View p.96 profane Sallies. But theſe Poets, it they can 
Anſw.to get a Fool, a Bully, or a Libertine, to fly out 
Corgoeve. 1nt9 Smut, ox Irreligion, they are ſafe enough 
Thus they can Pleaſe and Fence, at = 
ſame time; and the Charatter, as they fancy, 
is a Cover for the Trick. But there is much 
more of Art than Fair-dealing, in this Expe- 
dient. I wiſh they would conlider, tis "6 
Poet that ſpeaks in the Perſons of the Stage z 
And that he who-makes a Man Mad, mult an- 
iwer for his Diſtraction. 

The Yinaicator can find no reaſon for my Quar- 
rcl to Youns Falhian, unleſs *twas becauſe I took 
him for his "Friend. Then I was much to blame. 

- But the worſt is, this Gentleman contradicts 
himſelf in the next Sentence ; aud ſays, [ ac- 
crs'd his younger Brother, for kicking his Cenſcience 

| down Stairs, "Well. That's ſomething : - but not 

View,c5:. all the Quarrel. I complain'd of him likewiſe 

p-219,211 for a finiſh'd Debauchee; and exhibited along 
Bill againſt him. This the P/7izdicaror is pleas'd 


P.18. FLibertine, finds fault with my calling him his 


Favearite.. And why ſo? Has he not provided 


to ſlide over : And inſtead of defending his 
him 
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him a Plot, a Fortune, and a creditable Figure ! 
And are not all theſe ſigns of good Will and _ 
Inclination ? Well ; but his Wife 5 likely ro Ibid. 
make his Heart ake. Indeed ſo ſays the YVina:- 
cator. But Young Faſhion tells another Story. 
He is in no Fright about the matter. Upon 
_ obſerving ſome Signs of Extravagance in Hoy/ 
den, he ſays to himſelf, (and then you may 
be ſure he delivers his real Thoughts to the Audi- 
ence ) *Tis no matter. She brings an Eſtate will Relapſe, 
afford me 4 ſeparate Maintenance. We ſee here's Þ: 94- 
no danger of Mortification. This Soliloquy 
is extreamly Moral ! It teaches the Art of 
Marrying the Eſtate without the Woman, and 

makes a Noble Settlement upon Lewdnels. -” 
__ The /Yindicator complains becauſe 1wont take p. 18, 19. 
his word in the buſineſs of Pimping. Under fa- 
vour, he does me wrong ; I never queſtioned 
his Experience 1n theſe matters. Since he puts 
me upont, I am willing to believe him a good 
Authority 1n the Caſe : And that he is well 
qualified to pronounce upon the Growth and 
Improvement of this Myſtery. What if the 
Profeſſion ſoars ſomewhat hioher than formerly, 1 
hope 't15 0t Tromn creditable ? Tf *tis infamous in 
a Peaſant, *tis more fo in a Perſon of Figure ? 
Why then 1s 1t not Laſh'd and Stigmatiz'd ? 
Why han't we ſome of Plants and Terence's 
Diſcipline upon't ? Why is the Poet's Fine 
Gentleman put upon this Drudgery ? To uſe Se Pref 
the Profeſſion thus gently, and pay it fo fair a Relapie. 
Reſpect, is the way to make it ſoar ſtill -:gher, 
and bring 1t more 1nto Faſhion. But the YVin- 
aicator”s Cavilities to P:mp:ng were not the only 
Thing which I objeQed : 1 obſerv'd that "—_ 

£; thy 
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thy and Berinthia made it an AQ of Chriſtian 
Charity, and rallied protanely upon the Office. 
But 'tis not this Gentleman's Method, to ſpeak 
to the Difhculty. 

He tells me 'tis a dull Thing, to expect any 
thing not dull from a Nurſe. And why ſo? 
As ſlender People are entertaining ſometimes. 


Why mayn't the Woman be a little Witty if 


ſhe was Born ſo, eſpecially when ſhe is to di- 


' vert the Company ? All Nurſes are not Fools, 


Relapſe, 
P95. / 


any more than all Poets are Wits. Beſides, I 
did not expett any great matters from her in 
this kind. But though ſhe has not Wit, ſhe 
ought to have Humour ? So that when ſhe 1s 
out of CharacQer 1n her Protaneneſs, and ſpeaks 
contrary to Cuſtom and Probability, when 
the Race and Spirit.of her Diſcourſe, lies only 
in the Abuſe of Two or Three ſolemn Ex- 
preſlions of Scriptzre, I lay when this happens, 
"tis pretty plain the Poet's Delign, 1s to treat 
the Audience at the Expence of Religion. 
The YVindicator ſets down ſome more of 
Nurſes tine Speech which 1 had omitted. She 


calls Bu/l Prieſt of Baal, and tells him, her Con- 


Ibid. 


ſcience fiies in her Face for taking his Advice ;, and 


that bis Abſolution 1s not worth an old Caſſock. Now 
all theſe fine Sentences are only for Diverſion. 
'Tis nothing but Cracking a Feſt upon a Chaplain ; 
And he ſhould be very ſorry to ſee the Day when 


fuck a Liberty where it has no Alluſion to Religion ) 
ſhould be brought within the Verge of Profaneneſs. 


And how does he prove a Jeiſt on a Chaplain 
{uch a warrantable piece of Raillery ? Has not 
a Chaplain the ſame Commiſſion and Buſineſs 
with another Clergyman ? And it _ way 
ou 
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ſhould his Treatment be more Courſe ? It 


there's no Diſtinction in the Office, why ſhould 


there be any in the Uſage ? But it may be the 
Findicator may think his Authority funk upon 
the Score of Obligation: And that Eat:2g and 
Drinking, are better than Prayers and Sacra- 


ments. But this paſſage of Nurſes has no Allu- Ibid. 


fron to Religion. That's ſtrange! Is Sporting 
in Scripture-phraſe, ſo foreign to that Sub- 
ject ? Has the Drolling on the Prieſts Bleſling, 
upon the Power of the Keys, and the Inſtituti- 
on of our Saviour, no Alluſion to Religion ? 
If this Gentleman had the Stating of Protane- 
neſs, twould ſhrink into a narrow Compals. 
It would be no eaſy matter to talk amiſs ; and 
the Laity would haveas little Sin leit them, as 
the Clergy would have fair Quarter. 
 Worthy's Addreſs to the fine Procurels Berir- 
thia, muſt now be enquird into. Upon her 
promiſe of a Lewd Aſſiſtance, his Gratitude is 


wonderfully rais'd, and Devout. Thox Argel Vindp 22 
of Light, let me fall down and adore thee. He View,e>c. 
ſays, if Thad quoted her Anſwer, I had given a P . 


better Charatter of him ;, and he thinks, of my 
felf. Truly, I would gladly oblige boti of us, 
but I'm afraid twor't do this time: However, 


let's hear Berinthia's Anſwer. Ber. Thou Mi- Reayſe, 
miſter of Darkneſs get up again ;, for I hate to ſee y gi. 


the Devil at his Devotions. T his is to make amends 
for tCother. Ican't perceive how. One Man in- 
jures his Neighbour, and another blames him 
fort; does this cancel the guilt,& make the Fact 
nothing.One Man ſpeaks Blaſphemy, & another 
reproves him ; does this juſtifie the Boldaels, 
or make the Words unſpoken ? But by this 

| | LA 
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uppoſed to deſerve that Complin: an't 
that neither. Berinthia's Anſwer looks? rathe' 
like a deſign of carrying on the F rofiabagh, 
and continuing the Religious Banter. 
CharaRter is looſe thronghout the Play, ad 
ſhe never ſays ought that's good, unleſs-to 
abuſe it. The Poet might eaſily ſee, that In- 
ſtrucion 1n her Mouth was moſt likely to be 


miſunderſtood and miſcarry. There's no oc- 


Relapſe. 
Ibid. 


Pro.-W tte 
T4. 


View Oc Co P 


os. 


caſton for much quoting, the next Lines wall 
ſhew us how ſignificant her Advice mult needs 
__ 

Well, (Jays Worthy) my incomparable Be - 
othis iy ſhall IT requite you ? 

Ber. O ner tre:ble Four ſelf zvont that : Vir- 
ze ( alias Pimping ) 75 its own Reward, There's 
a 5 leaſure wm _— good, which ſufficrently pays it 

Here's a Lecture of Philoſophy well ap- 
at ! This 1s an Admirable Lady to cor- 
rect 11] Sentences, and give Aim to the Audi- 
ence! And yet the jeſt on't 1s, the Man's not 
pleas'd becauſe I did not com mend him for his 
Care. Truly he muſt excuſe me, I am not ſo 
full of Panegyrick as this comes to. 

I cited L. Brute for ſaying the Part of a down- 
right Wife is to Cuckold her Thhbenk The ad- 
dition of ſettir 27 it aown as a Precept, 1s all his 
own, and fo conſequently 1s the Foul Play too, 
as will appear by the Zaazes words. 

Belinda ---- I cold almoF reſolve to play the 
© downr: bt Wife, aid Cuckold him. 1s not to 
lay the Knave, and to play the part ot a 
Knave the ſame thing ? This, tho it does 


not imply Duty and Precept, it ſuppoſes ge- 
neral 


ny 

neral PraQtice, Truth in Notion, and proprie- 
ty of Charafter: And as a Man cannot be 
{aid to be a Knave, without playing Knaviſh 
' Tricks ; ſo by the Poets Reaſoning, a Woman 
cant be ſaid fo play the downright Wife, unleſs 
ſhe Injures her Husband. This is a great Com- 
pliment to the Ladies! And whether the 
Vindicator has reaſon to ask their Pardons for Vind p.23 
Lying, 1n jeſt or in earneſt, the Reader muſt 
judge. 
He owns Lady Brute in her next Repiy, 
lays, that which at first View feems much more P. 24 
lyable to exception. This Confeſſiion 1s more 
than ordinary ; Let the Lady {peak. 

L., Brute, Wy, after all there's more tobe ſaid 

for't (for Ad ultery ) than you'd imagine Child. 
J know accord:;g to the ſtritt Statute Law of Re- 
ligion, I ſhould do wrono , but if there were 4a 
Court of Chancery in Heaven, I ſhould be / re t9 
C48f him. 

Belind. If there were a Houſe of - Birds you 
might, 

L. Brute, i either I ſhould T:fal'toly carry my 
Cauſe. Why he is the f.rt Ao 7oreſjer, (It had been 
worle it he had been the ſecond. ) Not 1. 

Belind. Ay, but you know, we n:uft return good Po. Wite. 


{or v1, P. — 
L. Brute, That mmuiy be a 1; ſtake i 717 rae Tr an- — 
ſlation, RE -* 


Thus the juſtice of God, the Court of Hea- _ 
ven, and the Precepts oi our Sevioxr are Ri- 5. Mt. 5. 
' diculed ! And what can make fatisfaction for 
theſe horrible OutTages ? Not all the Blood 
in a Man's Veins. The Mercy that Paruons 


{uch Boldaeſs, had need be infinite ! But the 
k- = Vin- 
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Vieaicator has taken care that hey KRailler 4; ſhould 
Ibid. Tot be miftaken for her ſerious Opinion,. She 
tells. Bel: nda, I (hall play the fool, and jeſt er, 
Pro. Wike, ell. 1 make you begin to think, 1 am in earne(s. 
P + This is an admirable defence! 'The Woman 
Blaſphemes 1n jeſt, and diverts the: Company 
with the B:ble, and therefore all's well z and 
Ibd. the Poor 1: {7 'be commended for his Caution, I 
perceive God and Religion are very Signifi- 

cant Thinzs with ſome People ! | 
Relapſe P. To diſengage Young EF; 01077 from his very 
5 Profane A pplication of Providence, Tie lays, 
View, &'c. every boxy krrows the word Providence 11.common 
= 84. Diſcourſ e OCs for Fortuiic, A Man that's {jak- 
ing will ca tch at a Weed. I am ſorry, I 
muſt ſpend my time about words, eſpectal- 
ly in ſo plain a Signification. But, fince the 
buſineG muſt be undertaken, I ſhall endea- 
Cic. De. Your at a brief ſatisfaction. We may obſerve 
Nar. Deor, then that 7;:y in his Philoſophical TrafQts di- 
Lib. 1. P. ftinguiſhes Providence from the Epicurean Sy- 
Apts ſtem of Chance and Fortune... Providence and 
Divine Adminiſtrktion, are with him the ſame 


473825 


4764. Ed. Thing, The Emperour Marcns Antonins Phi- 


Du. Pays. loſoplrs h2$ this Religions Expoſtolation. C76 


£63 THY & KiGus Kya ey, # Teivoids KEva Who 

world live in a Vorld uninhabited by. the Gods, 

and Prouidence ? Now for a little En ngliſh AUu- 

thority Sir Rover I? Eſtrange 11 bis, eAſop's 

P. 68, -3. Fables, uſes tha Word Providence frequently 
& 1. or the Government of the World by the De1- 
ty; but no etherwil? that I Remember., And 
more} particularly 1 in the 157, and 211. Pages, 

he makes the Notion of Fortune and. Providence 


Ciltinct, ana Oppoies the one to the other. 
'I his 


M4 
_ This Gentlethan is well known to be a Ma- 
{ter of $tile, ard therefore 1 chuſe ts inſtante 
itt him.” Mr. Drydea another gond Judge in 
Lahgnage, wes. Providente in Ts fame Gaſt Py TY 
tho not upon ſ good an Occaſion. To Coh- P34 
clade. The Relapſer himſelf ſhall come 1n Mock AR. 
Evidence, and Attack the Y;ndicaror for once. F. 35. 
Enter Bell. Relinſe P. 
Bull, What Providence orders, T ſubmut ro. gr. | 
Nurſe, And fo Ao F with all Humil:t 'Y- 
Coupler, Why that 20M Was ſpoke life good 
People. 
» Thus we ſee from Bull's Relipibus Chara- 
ter, from Nurſes ſolemn acquieſcence, and 
from Corpler”s Refleftion, the Relapſer takes 
Providerce for Divine A ppoultments and the 
Pleaſure of the firlt Being. 
*Berinth/2 comes again; and here the Relap- 
fer has ſhown ns what ſpeed we may expect 
from Hin when he ſtrikes out. This Pal was : 
Worthy Procuteſs. To ſacceed in her buſt- 
nefs ſhe” tells Amanda, 7 (Mr. Worthy) +. 1 
ſed yott I:ke 2 Text, he res} you all to preces, bit 
ſpoke fo Lear: caly --- One mghr ſee the ſpirit of 
the Chirch was in him. Now why does the 
Finzicator defiy his own Words, and affirm 
the Woman 3 ror Fiken'd to 2 Thx þ reneral;, YVind P.26 
o# any other wy? He had much better drop 
the'C: Cauſe, than plead it thus untowardly. Ta 
refurti: to' the Relapſe. Berinthia goes 0n 10 | 
Palpit- phraſe, and purſues her Employment 
very inteIltsibly. At laſt the mentions T/e p Relzofe P: 
and Application, and brings them up to the «9. 
point of Debauchery. By her talking you 


would think there was liftle Difference he- 
L-2  trrveen 


ke. be 
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tween Lewdnels and Religion. And that 
J Whoring and Preaching,a Church and a Baw- 
F dy-Houſe might be treated alike. This fine 

Diſcourſe the Yinarcator, out of his great Mo- 
Vingp -6 deſty, calls an inoffenſroe Simile, and ſays it abu- 
ſes n0 body. 

Beri; #2 concludes in Blaſphemy, and joyns 
the Atheiſt and the Procureſs together. Now 
confider ( fays ſhe) what has Term ſaid, and Hea- 
ven give you Grace to put it in Pratliſe ;, that 1s 
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l Relapſe to take Perinthias lewd Counlel, to proſtitute 
i277 Ibid. 
= View, +, her Virtue, and turn Whore. Theſe words 
F P. 84, would be alw ays Profane upon the Sage, but 
| the Application of them here, 1s famingly 
Blaiphemous. The YVindicator's Defence; IS r@- 
markable He corants theſe words arc often u- 
F. 27, 


fed at the hc of a Sermon, end therefore perhaps 
11 'gat as wel; f have been let alone. It ſeems the 
Cate is ſomewhat doubtful, he is not ſure but 
that a Man may as well Blaſpheme as let 1t a- 
lone ! /One had need of Patience to read this. 
Sr. Jude. Burt St. Aiciacl did not rail upon the Devil, 
and therefore I ſhall pais it over. His lame 

excuſe from the Character, and X7anner, I have 
-. i- Quprovd already. This Berinthia has a very 


$ re © Scandalous Soliloquy ; She thanks heaven for 
licr Im PUGCNCE, 2 2nd 15 naulcouſly Bold, and 
Profane : WHICH, belides the Irreligion, 1s an 


odd way o7 treating her Sex, and Figure, 
\Ve are now Come to rhe W iſe of the Cler- 
fy. And he re the/779 cato ; method rr rg- 
ng kirfelris extraordinary. He tuns a great 
len2th of on 37 upon the Rights and Privileges 
of the /Cler-y, 1 PET CTU ine little Juſtice 1 
engeavourcy to Go that CTR; wou t down 
with 


(71 


with him. By ! ais Reaſoning one would think” 
the World ſtrangely Prieſt Ridden, and all 
Ages, Countrys, and Religions, extreamly 
to blame! If yowll take his word for't, R:ches, 


owns the Inſtitiition of the Clergy to be the mot 
Effeftnal means of promoting our  Hamine(s in ts 


World, and the other. Say you ſo? Then ſure 


they ought to have a ſhare in the Common 
Advantages. Acknowledgment ſhould always 


bear ſome Proportion to Obligation. Where's 
the Gratitude, or even the Tuſti ce of ating 
otherwiſe ? If Riches and Porrer are things de- 


ſirable,*' why ſhould not the Clergy come In 


with the reſt; If they are not, why are they 
grudged them : 2? To put tie Pris eſthood under 
a Diſadvantage in the Stare, only for having 
God's Commiſſion, is an odd way of ſhewins 
our Religion. *Tis ſomewhat hard a Man 
ſhould be barr'd the Convenienciss of thi: Life, 
for helping his Neighbours to a better. To 
proceed. Are not the GIergY of the fame 
Humane Nature with other People? Have 
they not the ſame Neceſſities for this World, 
and the ſame Conſcience an4 Diicretion to 
uſe-it ? Genzrally ſpeaking, Poverty does as 111 
with a PriesF, as with a Peer. Tis apt to S1nK 
the Spirits, to make the Mind grow Anx1ous, 
and Feeble in the diſcharge of Function. If 
R:ches are fo invincibly dan z7erous, why don't 
the Chriſtian Laity part with them, and like 
Crates, throw their Gold 1nto the Sea? Bat 


does not this Plea for the Churches Te; mporals, 


FPHICE on th? Anthor of Chriſtianity; or a$ 
I 3 111Q 


_ Plenty and Power, are very Improper things ,,,,, 
' for a Church-man. And yet this Gentleman 


Ibid. 
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the Yinadicator too lightly expreſles it, does 
it not ſuppoſe that Chriſt and bis Apabtles,, 
oo ** tookthe thing by the wrong handle ? By no means. 
3” 3) Thecaſe is not the ſame. The Apoitles had a 
Power of working Miracles, to hold up their 
T7 ”. CharaQter, and make way for their Dodrine. 
a2 They could Cure Diſeaſes, and Inflict them 
: Cor.s s. Kill and make Alive, Puniſh and Oblige 1n the 

higheſt manner. They had Nature at their beck, 

and Omnpotence about them. Such Creden- 

tials needed no other Recommendation. Such 

Hut: ious Porerry out-ſhines Imperial Gran- 

deur, and makes a Cottage look Nobler than 

2 Court. But this Glorious Aﬀiſtance was lent 

but for a few Ages. When Chriſtianity was 

ONCE Eſtabliſhed, and Princes Converted to 

the Faith, the end of Miracles went off, and the 

Power was recalled. From this time the Church 

was left 11 {ume meaſure to Humane Prudence, 

and Civil Policy. When the Heavens were 

thus ſhut in : and the other World withdrew, 

there was more cccaſton of recourſe'to This. 

Now, Temporai Advantage, and Secular Sup- 
Port, Erew Muci inore ſcaſonable; and the 

Chnrch Was oblized tD preſerve her Autho- 

Tity by ſome of tie methods of Civil Gover- 

EE» 29, nours: But tne / "TNGEPREOT fays, Religion bs rot 

.: a Croat, and therefore has no need of Trapping. 
A Jndge is no Cheat neither. *Tis well known 

he h2s a good Commiſion; To what pur- 

poſe then are all theie Formalities of rhe Court ; 

All thats Expence 1n Solemmty and Retinue ? 
Cart the Old Gentleman come like an T- 
Moors Topian Syphogranta, with a wilp of Graſs up- 
” - 8 a Foc. Away, crys the Vindicator, with 

| all 
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all this unneceſſary \State. Why muſt the 
Charge'be given in #rs and Scarlet, when the 
Law will operate every jot as well in Eca- 
ther ? However, [this Gentleman will have it 
that an Antbaſſador tvho comes with advantageous 
Propoſals, ſtands mn no need of Equipage toprocure 
h1m Reſpect, This Project would fave a great 
deal of Money ? But there are few Prin- 
ces of :his mind. What does the Vindicator 
mean by all this good Husbandry ? would he 
haye an Anrbaſſador Travel like a Carrier with 
a:Port-Mantean behind him ? Such Equipage 

would Repreſent ſtrongly, and give a noble 
Idea of his buſineſs. In ſhort, as things ſtand, 
Governmeat of all kinds, requires ſomewhat 
of Figure. Appearance goes a great way 
itt the Expediting of Afﬀairs. Naked Reaſon 
won't | always do. The. gene rallty muſt 
have' their : Senſes ſtruck , and EGKr Ima- 


g1nation affected. "Thus Auther ity 15 beſt re- 


freſhid, and'the E nds of the Inſtitution ſecur- 


ed. | For this purpoſe Maracles : were wrought; 


and' when they ceale, 'tzs Proper £9 apply to 
the uſual Expeaients. 


And now I fſaall venture to confronts the 


firſt. Article of "his Fereſy, as he calls it, with 
this. Truth, viz. Tear the. S 29 cmd who bas 
leaſt: Meat at home in his Eoafe, bas moſt; Bu- 


ſmeſs ': For Indigence- has a very working 


Head; and a Man is always Mott i23t of Care, 
_ when he does not know how to live: Ard 
- for. the ſame Reaſon, he that has the beſt 
Fortune, may be moſt at leiture, becauſe he 
has others. to. manage his Afairs. 


| ; . | _ 
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I>id, 
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Rn, 


{ 120 ) 
The Vindicator in his 24. Article difcourſes 


of Sauce and Sops, &c. But he has cook'd the Al- 


legory ſo oddly, that I know not well what to 
make on't. If he reaſons from the Kitchin up- 
on theſe ſubje&s, he muſt talk by himſelf. His 
34. Article I have ſpoken to already, and am 
now to confider it farther. For 

The V:ndicator Pr etends, That Piety, Learn- 
ins, Charity and Humility, would ſecure the Cler- 
gy + om Neolef,. much better than Power, and 
Reveine. Upon a View of the whole, one and 
t'other will be fonnd to do very well together. 
For 1-7. If Piety and Power are not to be re- 
CONC! d, and a Man muſt either throw up his 
Fortune or his Creed, the Laity will be ob- 
ligd to the ſame Reſignation. The Incloſures 
of Property and Privilege muſt be broken 


down, and all I hings laid 1n Common. But 


it 'tis poſſible for a Man to be Pious with a 
Penny in his Pocket, the Clergy I ſuppole may 
be ſo, with as little difficulty as their Neizh- 
bours. Then as for Learnino, Poverty, and 
this Advantage are inconſiſtent. As the World 
goes, there's little Know ledge to be had with- 
out M iloney. A Man may vet Honeſty for no- 


things; but it he will have any Senſe to't more 


than ordinary, he muſt pay for't. There ere 


ſome few Exceptions to this Rule, but gene- 


rally ſpeaking, it ho!ds true. 'To go on. Cha- 
ty 1SMUCh better exerciſed with Revenue, than 
without it. *Tis true, a Beggar may have as 
large a Soul asa Prince. Bnt Will without 
Power, 1s neither ſo clear nor ſo ſerviceable. 
He that can go no farther than a good Wilh, 
is oftentimes only kind in his Conſclence, and 
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a Benefa&or tohimſelf. For where the Heart 
is inviſible, ' the Oblization muſt be fo too. 
Put Power brings ſecret Goodneſs into Light, 
and makes it appear unqueſtionable. And to 
come cloſer to the ſubje&, I believe if the 
Prexcher could Dine all the Poor of the Paxiſ 
every Sunday, his Sermon would be more ig- 
nificant. His Table would aſſiſt his Pulpit, 


and his Charity reinforce his Reaſoning. 


They'd firſt come to him for the Loaves, and 
then for the Do#-ine. And laſtly, as for Hu- 
n:lity, 1 agree with the Viadicator ; I think 1t 


| moſt neceſſary; and that no Man can be a 


_ Chriſtian without it. But whether I have the 
ſame Notion of this Virtue with our Author 
or not, I can't tell. To be humble, a Man is 
bound not to- be full of himſelf, or grow {tiff 


upon any Advantage, but give all the Glory 


to God. He muſt be fair in Converſation, not 


deſpiſe the leaſt Mortal, but rather ſtobp 


to oblige thoſe upon lower Ground. Thus 


| far without doubt all Clzrgymen, and all 
Chriſtians are concern'd to be Humble. 
But to be ſervile and ſheepiſhn to humour 
Prile, and blow up Conceit, thts 15 quite 
another thing. There's neither Humility, 
Diſcretion, nor ſo much as Honeſty, in ſuch 
Management. - "Tis little Knavery, and para- 
fitical Meanneſs; and Church Men, of all 
People, ſhould ſtand clear of fo uncreditable 
| an Imputation. Now *tis this ſort of Humility 
tne Sr2ge would put upon them. The Yin!- 


humble Clergy : And fo are ſome of the 
proudeſt Menl1 ever met with. If'tis ſaid the 
2 Clergy 


Congr. 


Amend. 


1 ca:o7 and Mr. Corgreve, are wonderfully for an 
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Clergy are bound to be Exemplary, I willingly. 
grant it. ButExample ſuppoſes other Perſons 
concern'd beſides thoſe who Set. it. If the 
Clergy are to be Examples, *tis becauſe the Zai- 
ty are bound to follow them : And in Humili+ 
ty too, as well as in other Duties. For if the 
Teachers are bound to be Humble, the Hearers 
without queſtion are under the ſame Obligas 
tion. The Argument might be 'preſs'd far- 


_ ther, but I rather chuſe to leave it with the 
| Reader. And ſince we are on the ſubject of 
Humility , the Findicator and - Mr. Congreve 


would do well to think on't. If as this Gen- 


tleman obſerves, He who teaches Piety and AMo- 
rality ts the World, is a great Benefattar to Mart 
kind : Then by the rule of Contraries, he who 
teaches Immorality, muſt be as. great a Nu- 


ſance. He who makes it his buſineſs to-exter-. 


minate Vertue, and Conſcience, and debauch--. 
both Practice and Principle, muſt needs he a 
Misfortune to the Age. Unleſs they canclear 
themſelves of this Imputation, they ought 'to 

e wonderfully modeſt and unpretending. To 
be the Author of irreparable. Miſchies ; to 
deſtroy the Innocence of Lite, the Securities 


of Government, and the. Expectations//of- the 


/ Prov. Wit. 
4 P.45-46, 
Fl, 52; 
View, 9 
I 92, 


World to come, are powerful. Reaſons for 
Humility. Thoſe who 1n any meaſure lye un- 


der this Charge, can hardly bend too low,, or 


think themſelves lefſer than really they are. 

__ The /a:cator would make us believe, that 
Sir John Brute 's debauching in a Gown, was no - 
Abuſe: of - the Clergy. That's Strange ! I 


'take It the Company were merry with the 


Diſguile. *Twas the Habit and Function which 
- made 


( 4423 J 


made the Scene diverting. The Oaths and 
Lewdneſs would not have made half the Mu- 
ſick in a Lay-CharaQer: And the Conſtable's 
Jets would have þeen þut heavy upon 'ano- 
ther occaſion. Beſides. Sir John is made to 

_ abuſe his pretended Brethren, and the Juſtice 

falls im-general upon the Order. And js it 00 pro. Wife, 
Diflervice to be thus executed in Effigie, and 45,51. 
made a Mad-man by Repreſentation ? If a Lewd 
Perſon could ſteal his Neighbour's Shape, and 
then play all his Pranks int, I ſuppoſe he 
would have no Thanks for his paigs. When 
the Badge of a Man's Office which ſhould give 
him Credit, is ſhewn ridiculous, I fancy, he 
has reaſon to complain. If the Yindicator is 
of another mind, let him praiſe the ſame 
Liberty upon a Juave, or a Lord Mayor, and 
ſee/hqw the Jeſt will take. 


'Y 


[ [ obſerv'd upon the Relapſe, that Bull the View, &c. 
Chaplaim, wiſhd the married Couple ſoy, in 199. 
Language horribly Smutty and Profane. I con- RIP. 74+ 
| feſs, I conld not go on with it. And what 
ſays the Yiadicator to this ? Why he plucks up Page 35. 
his Spirits, and lays it all npona the Board _ 
10 body could have tranſcrib'd a foul paſſage 
more honeſtly. And now who would ſuſpe& 
the Man to be otherwiſe than Innocent? Thus Z 
tome: People when they are going to put a \ 
_ Trick upon you, {trip their Arm bare, and 
pretend ſtrongly to tair Dealing. But here 
the matter was too groſs for a cleanly Con- 
veyance. To argue this Pojat any farther, 
would be an ill Compliment to the Reader, _ 
and therefore I ſhal} paſs it over. I charg'd View, &c. 
the Relapſe, Preface and Play, witha great deal |*2 "1% 
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more ſcandalous Abuſe of the Clergy ; but this 
the YVind:cator 1s pleas'd 00) overlook. And as 
wo the irreligious Part, he only ſays, "ts ju? 
as profane as the ref ;, which though it may not 
come up to the Merits of ſome. paſlages, 1s 
Chara@ter bad enough in all Conſcience. 

We are now advanc'd to a new Chapter. 
And here the Vindicator would fain know 
which way I make it appear, That Conſtant 
7s his Model for a Fine Gentleman ;, and that he 1s 
brought :p911 the Stage for Imitation. T his de- 
mand is eaſily ſatisfyed. That he ſtands for a 
fine Gentleman, is evident from his Senſe, his 
Breeding, and his Figure? Now theſe Circum- 
ſtances, with the fair Treatment he meets with, 


make him a Model for hnitation. This conſe- 


quence follows naturally from the Advantage 
of his Charatter. For molt young. People'of 
any pretences, love to be counted fine Gentle- 


men. And when Vice has Credit, as well as 


Page 45. 


 Vind. pg. 


Pleaſure annext , the Temptation is dange- 


rouſly fortified: 

The Viadicater tells the Reader, That this 
heneſt Dr. does not underſtand the Nature of Co- 
medy, tho he made it hu Stridy fo lono.. For the bu- 


ſmneſ- of Comedy 75 ro ſhew People what they {ſhould | 


ao. by repreſenting then do:ng what they ſhould mer. 
no, Dor 75 there ary Neceſſity to explain the Moral 
to the Audience. For all this Liveline, Tm. 
afraid this honeſt Poet, neither underſtands 
Comedv,nor himſelf,and that's fomevrhat worſe. 
Not himſelf, becauſe he contradicts what he 
wrote before. For 1n the heginning of his YV'»- 
dication he acquaints us how careful he was to 
explain the More!, for fear of miſconſtrufion. 
IS. 


(.1999Þ 
Yes; for fear the Boxes and Pir ſhould nutin- 
terpret him . But now the Tale is quite turn'd, Fage 45. 


and there's no need of a Philoſopher to unrid- 


dle the-Myſtery. 
2ly. He miſtakes the Nature of Comedy. T his 
we may learn from Ber. Johnſon, who acquaints 
the Univerſity, That he has, imitated the Condutt Fox Ep. 
of the Amtients : In whoſe Comedies the Bawds,&Cc. Ded. 


yea and oft-times the Maſters tco, are multead, and 
that fitly, it being the Office of a Comick Poet to 
| imitate Fuſtice, and inſtrutt to Life. Is it the Ot- 


fice of a Comick Poet. to imitate Juſtice, QC. 

then certainly Rewards and Puniſhments ought 

to be rightly apply'd : Then a Libertine ought 

to have ſome Mark of Disfayour ſet upon him, 
and be brought under Diſcipline and Dilgrace. See View, 
To. ſay the Buſim:/s of Comedy is to ſhew People *<- E - l, 
what they. thould do, by repreſentias them domg 25 TOR 


what they ſhould not, 1S a pleaſant way of argu- 


ing! What 1s the Stage to be read Backwards, 


and con{trued by Contradidaion? When vey 


talk Smut muſt we underitand them in a Senſe 
of Modeity ; and take all their Profageneſs for 
Pious: Expreſſion * Then by the ſame Rule, 
when they fay any thing that's good, we muſt 
conclude they have a Lewd Meaning. 'I his 1s 
an admirable Compats to Sail by; fuch Pilot- 
ing. muſt needs diſcover all the Rocks and 
Quick-lands in the Vojage ! This undiſtin- 
guiſhing Method at the beſt, would be like 
pulling up the Buoys, quitting the Helm, and 
leaving the Paſſengers to Steer at their Diſcre- 
tion. But as the Poets manage the matter, 'tis 
[till more dangerous. For to ſhew a Ke[;oiows 
Perſon ridiculous ; to give Figure and Succeſs 
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to-a) ill Character, and make Lewdneſs Wodifh 
and Entettaihifte, is the ' way to miſntatk 
the Nattre of Good and Evil , and com 
found the Underſtandings of the Avdlence! 
Vind.p. 46 ' Ets the way to hide the famsin Behaviour to 
Varniſh the Deformity, and make the Blew the 
look Shihing. The YVi2dicator infiſts ,' That 
Conſtant /zys r0rhins to iſt ifie the life he LESS 
except, &c. What needs he? He is ſufficiently 
juſtified in his Chara&er and Uſage, and: in'not 
being puniſt'd. Let's have the reſt; He es 
not jujt:fie the Life he leads, except where h#s plexd= 
Tl with Lac: y Brute ro debanch hey. nd ſare its 
body will ſnppoſe him there to be. ſpeaking much of 
his mind, Why not? Does a Man who atgnes 
againft Conſcience, and talks like an Atheiſt, 
never ſpeak his Mind ? If a Libertine pleads 
If his owhi Detence, why mult he not. be ſuÞ- 
Pos'd to be in earneſt ? Beſides, how could Cor?- 
ftant expett to carry the Can ſe, unleſs the'Co- 
lours lebk'd fair, and the Reaſoning probable ? 
To give this Spark his dne, he makes the molt 
of his Matters. Heendeavours to inform the 
Pro. Wite, Lady, That YVirtne conſiſts in Goodneſs and Pity, 
Page 34. 7101 1 [rarlino g frreitiaced Chaſtity. That Honiony 
3 phartome, end tint the Importance of #t 1383 41 
the Ci:ffom of the Cormtry, hot 18 the Natmic of rh# 
Thirs ; end pretends precedents for a contrary 
Praffice. Ih ſhort, Hobs and Spinoſu could 
ſrarceiy have {aid more for him. This is ad=" 
id. mirable inftru&ion! And Cady Brite for all 
the ſhrewdnefs of ber Anſwers, confeſſes her 
felf puzk "g, and ſuffers' the Intrigue to g0 on: 
Pro. Wife, In a TL rd: if the Toxre Ladies (the Vindicator 


35. takes ſuch care of ) have aothing but this Dia- 
logue 
& 


Page 47. 


COS 


logue, for their Security, 1 ſhonld: think them 

in a dangerous Condition And here: I catrt Vind.p.47 
but take notice how. the YVind:cator contradids 
himſelf again. He makes the Lady turn Phi= wi 

lofo «26g "and: Elves an 1aterpreter to the Popper- , M4; 6,49 


_ tax'd his Belinda for confeſling her Inclina- View, NC, 

tion to a Gallant. For this he calls me an #7- 145 
fair ddverſary, as if I had miſreported him; Page 47. 
adding withall, that Belinda only ſays, If ber vind.p.ss 
Pride ſhould make her Marry a Man ſhe hated, her 

Virtue would be in danger from the Man ſhe Jov'd. 

His. Play. will foon decide this Controverſy, 

and, ie on which ſide the Unfairneſs lies. 
Bellinda's words are theſe: | 

_ © Bellind. 70: Lia Brute. O* my Confecdei were Prov. Wif 
«t ot for yaur Affair in the Ballance, T ſhoald go q. 64. 
1164}, ta' [pick np ſome odious Man of Quality yet, 

aud only take poor Heartfree for a Gallant. This 

very Bellinda a little before adviſes Lady Brute p,gy wi;c 
to furrender her Virtue to ConFant. The Lady p. 45. 
requites:ner re a ſuitable encouragement. 

iLadyBr.. I you did commit Formication Child, Ibid. 

ond q but a g004 friendly part, if "twere only to 
keep. ze 24 Countenaiie wh1lſt IT commit = SL So it PL 
teems, ſhemuſt turn Whore ont of good Breed- 

ing. .Lhele.two Ladies, in a private Dialogue, 

where we mnit ſuppoſe tnelr Hearts are:open, 
xre..extreamly inſtructive and civil to their 

SEX |. Lany Brute mforms her\Neece, that the 
Men-are moſt, of them Atheiſts, and believe 

the Women to be no better; that by a Woman 
_ of Reputation, is meant no more than a Woman 

of Deferation, To. this Accuſation the Lady 

Pros Guilty, and confelles, That want oj t1- 
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clination ſeldom protects any of her Sex. And as 
tor Feer, *tis tov weak a Reſtraint to hold them 
long. And were it not for their Cowardiſe, 
they would likewiſe venture upon all the Maſ- 


Prov Wie Culine Vices of Fighting, Swearing, Blaſpheming, 
P. 65. 


&c. Here you have the Secrets of the Cab:ner, 


and 'Iruth and Ceremony in abundance. "This 


Author in his Vizdication Courts the Sex in his 
own Perſon. With all due Reſpetts ( ſays he ) 
to the Ladies, a Biſhoprick mzay prove as Weighty 
a Reward, a5 aWife, or a Miſtreſs either. It 
ſeems then in the Scale of this Civil Gradation, 
a 7 [ireſs, that 1s.a Strampet, 15 a weightier 
Reward than a Wife. Truly I think the /7z- 
Gicator Pays his Reſpefts to the Ladies 1n this 
Piace, almolt as untowardly as he did to the 
Devil before. > T 
To conclude with tne Provok'd Wife. The 


Men of Figure in this lay, ( excepting the 


Juſtice, who makes but a ſhort Enter )) are 
profeis'd Libertines, and pals off without Cen- 


Prov.Wif. ſure or Diſappointment. ' I grant Sir Johr”s 


F. 7 647 


Character has fome Strokes of Diſcourage- 


ment, but he's made pretty eaſy at laſt, and 


brought to no Pennance. The Women have 
ſome of the ſame Inclinations ; aad the fame 


good Luck with them. *T1s true Lady Fanci- 


j«4 miſcarries in her Delign; has ner Diſguiſe 
m031Fd off, and falls under fome Confuſion. 
But then we are to take notice, that this Lady 
was the moſt Modeit of the Company. What 
e're her Thoughts were,ſhe has the Diſcretion 
to keep them in Reicerve. T his Squeamuſhnols, 
"tis poilible, drew down the Severity of the 


Poet. Had fhe been as bad as the reſt, ſhe. 


m; 2nt 
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might have fared better. But at ſeems, a pre- 
tence to Virtue is an unſufferable Boldneſs ; and 
ſhe muſt be puniſh'd in» Terrorem to her Sex. 

This fort of Management puts me in mind of 
Mr. Demiss Ingenuity. He frankly Confteſles 
Lewdneſs promoted by the Srage. Thus 1s clear 
dealing : And I ſuppoſe, the main Reaſon of his 
ſaying that the Play- Houſe Contributes 10 much 
to the Happineſs of the Nation. , | 

Weare now come forward to the Remarks up- 
on the Relapſe. And here the YVindicator does as 
good as confeſs he has made many foolsſh Miſtakes Vind.P.56 
:n his Play. And by a peculiar happineſs in 57: 
his Underſtanding, ſeems both ſenſible, and ſa- 
_ tisfied with it. 

The Yindicator pretends much to Morals and 
Inſtrufion about Loveleſs and Amanda; but can't. 
forbear running upon the old Haunt. For after 
having made himſelf Merry with a Veniſon Paſty 
and a Tankerd of Ale ;, he falls aquoting the Lords- p. 6x. 
Prayer about his Plzy, and in different Chara- 
cters, to make us ſeniible of his Devotion. 

He goes on in the Relation of his Fable, quotes 
Lead us not into Temptation Once again 3 and ſays, 
Loveleſs had to, farther occaſion for that Petition. P.,6z, 
I wiſh the Poer is not of Loveleſs's Opinion. His 
making bold with ſo Solemn a Sentence upon {o 
light a Subje&, is ſomewhat to be ſuſpected. 
He informs us that Loveleſs and Amanda's 
Virtue was bult upon a Rock, and raiſed upon the p. 42 
utmo$t Strength of Foundation, and had Rel: 7;on, EE 
QC. ro defend it, And yet this Pos Couple are p.:,.;.p. 
for Aahomers Paradiſe, and wiſh for Immortal z +  * 
Senſualities. IO "J 
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F. 73, 140 


TT 

He would rake Loveleſs ahd Amanda the. 
chief Characters by the Importance of the Deſign. The 
Importance of h:s Play s Diverſion; And to gain 
This he has broke through the Rules of the Dra- 
74. But let his Private Deſign be what it will, 
L {till fay, Torng Faſhion, Lord Foppington, and 
their Party, make the principal Figure in the 
Play: The Plot, the Fortune, and the Conclu- 


fion, the greateſt part of the Play, and of the 
Perſons too 1s on their fide. As for poor Love- 


leſs he finks in the middle of the Forrth 44, and 
you may go look him. Here the Y/:ndicator 

could not find in his heart to quote fair ; how- | 
ever, he makes a ſhift to ſay chat if the Play 
bad funk in the Fourth Act too, it had been bete 
ter than tis by juſt Twenty per Cent. If he does 
not mean Pounds, I agree with him, 1o far. as 
to own that if it had ſunk in the Third AF it had 
been more Valuable. For ſome Enterta:nments 
like Dirty way, are always the better for being 
ſhort. However, does not this Confeſſion prove 
the Truth of my Remarks, and that Loveleſs was 


2 CharaQter of inferiour Conſideration'? Does 


the main Concern uſe to die ſo long before the 


Fpiloge, and the Cheif Perſon go off when about 
a Third of the Play is remaining? , 
The Yirdicator gives a Home Thruſt at 


Parting, but his Weapon like Scaramenchy's 1s] 


made of a Kuſh. He complains mightily of #- 


fair Dealings, and pretends I have Ridiculed the 


Morality of the Scene between Worthy and 4- 
anda, Thus he endeavours to caſt a A45t be- 
fore the Reader, but a Man muſt have bad Eyes 
not to ſee through it : For in this Reflection 


upon Worthy, 1 was not examining the me 
ul 


(131) 


but the” Dramatick Virtues of his Play. . This was View 6: 
ſo plain that *twas impoſſible for the Yindicator p, ,, 


to overlook it. I ſay my Remarks in this place 226, 227. 


were only upon the Manners in a Poetick Senſe. 
My buſineſs here was to ſhew the Inconfiſtency 
of Worthy's GharaRer, and "the unlikelyhood. of 
his Reformation, indeed what can be more im- 
probable than fo ſuddain a change in behaviour ? 


This Spark immediately before his Lefure of Relapſe p. 


Philoſophy had told Amanda that Sz 70 more was 


a Task too hard for Mortals. This by the way, Joh. 8. 14. * 


is a bold Contradi&tion of our Saviour, 'tis Im- 
pious 1n the Aſſertion, and Lewd in the Appli- 
plication! 3 So few words can hardly be charg- 
ed with more Profaneneſs. Here the Relap/er 
calls the Senſe of the Scripture in queſtion, char- 
ges the Text with Untruth, and does that which 
by his own Confeſſion amounts to Burleſque. 

To return to Worthy, what can be more im- 


+ © DO. 


Vine.P.:4 


probable than that ſo Profane and finiſhed a De- 


bauchee, ſo weak in Principle, vnd fo violent in 
Paſſion, ſhould run from one extream to ano- 
ther ? Should break through Cuſtom,” and me- 
tamorphoſe Deſire at i ſhort a warning ? To 
Solicit to Rudeneſs, and talk Sentences and Mo- 
rality, to be Pious and Profane in the fame 
Breath: muſt be very extraordinary. To be all 
Pleaſure and Mortification ſo juſt together, a 
Mad-man one Minute and a Hermit The next, 


iS one would thiak ſomewhat forced, and un- 


natural : It looks at beſt but ike the Grimace 
of a Diſappointment, the Foxes virtue when the 
Grapes were above his Reach. To make a Li- 
bertine talk like Plate, or Socrates, is Philoſo- 
phy miſplac'd, "tis 700d advice, bur Gut of Cha- 
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( 132 ) 
raſter ; The Soil and the Plant, the Man and 
the Morals won't agree. / 


Thug it appears the Blot he makes ſo much 
* a nolſe with, lies in his own Tables; whether 
] have hit it, or not, the Reader muſt judge. 
I am glad to hear him talk of his Grave - * Twas 
a ſeaſonable Thought, and I heartily wiſh it its 
dueimprovement; Such a Conſequence wou'd be 
_ of great ſervice, both to himſelf and the Pub- 
lick. For then, I am well ,aſſured, he would 
neither Write Plays, nor Defend them, at the 
rate he has done. ' 


I have nothing farther with the YVindicator ; 
but before I Conclude, I ſhall ſpeak to one Ob- 
jection propoſed by the Defender of Dramatick Po- 
etry, and Mr. Dennis, Theſe Authors endeavour 
to juſtifie the Thearer from the Silence of the 
SET IPFUTES. ** The Word of God (ſay they) has 


me fe no where condemned Plays, the Hreſtle who 


Drama: © were particular in other Caſes, have given 


Poetry P. © the Stage 20 Reprimand, nor Chriſtians any 
TNe3s 5 gz 6 warning againſt it : And which is more, 
The Ug © St. Faul makes no Difficulty in citing Menan- 
CC 
fulneſs of © drr a Comick Poet, which he would not have 
rhe Stage, * done unleſs he had approved both the Au- 
P. 138,. * thor and his bulineiſs too. This is the ſum 
139: ©** of what they offer. Now the Plea of St. Paul's 
Citing Aenanaer, Is extreamly llender. Every 
forcien Sentence in Sc cripture 1s not commended 
i the bare mention. The Devil's Maxim of 
Job 2: 4. Shun fer Skin, &C. is ſet down, but not for our_ 
— Imitation. iI grant this Verſe of Menander IS} 


Moral, and Sententious : J And without doubt 
1 St. Fall 


, 
Ly 
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St. Paul cited it to put the Chriſtians upon their 


Guard, and that they might be aſham'd to. fall 


ſhort of the Inſtructions of the Heathens. But 
to infer that St. Paul approved all. that 24- 
zander had written, and that the Apoſtle re- 
commended Plays to the Corinthians : To con- 
clude all this from one fingle Line of Quotati- 
on, is Prodigious conſequence. This Latitude 
would juſtifie the 'Srage to purpoſe, and make the 
Lewdeſt Authors paſs Muſter. There being 


few Books ſo entirely Vitious as not to afford 


an inoffenſive and ſignificant period.I don't ſpeak 
this with application to denander, for as Plu- 


trarch obſerves, he was with reſpect to Ar:ſ#o- 


phanes, a very Modeſt Poet. Belides this very 
quotation that evil communication corrupts good 
Aſanners, diflerves the purpoſe *twas brought 
for. »*Tis a ſharp Rebuke of the Licentiouſneſs 


of our Stage, and a plain Diſcountenance of {o_ 


{candalous a Diverſion. . 

To proceed with the Objection. I affirm 
that Plays are plainly condemned In Scripture 
upon two Eccounts. I ſay they are clearly con- 
demned, tho not by expreſs Prohibition ; yet by 
Principle and Conſequence, which is the ſame 


thing. 


Idolatry ;, They were parts of Pagan \Worſhip, 
and under that notion unlawful to Chriſtians. 
But this 'Reaſon expiring 1n a great meaſure 
with the Heathen Religion, I ſhall in{iſt on it no 
farther. However it proves thus much, that 
the Unlawfulneſs of every Liberty is not par- 
ticularly Mark'd in Scripture, For in the Apo- 


ftles time, Mr. Dennis allows Plays were Idola- , 


3 trous 


I. They are :condemned op the ſcore of 
0 


A 
ys 


2, 
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trous and unlawful ; and yet we ſee the Holy Text 
does not declare againſt the Theater by Name. 
2. The Stage, (particularly the Engliſh one) 
is condemned 1n Scripture upon the ſcore of Smut 
and Profaneneſs ; upon the Account of the Dar- 
&+. Mars. LT and Indecency of ſuch Liberties. We are 
James 5. 1trictly commanded in Scripture not to Swear at 
Ephef. 5. all, ro put away all Blaſphemy and filthy Communi- 
Col'ol. 3. cation ont of our Mouth, To ſerve God with Re- 
we "© werence, to be Sober and Vigilant. To paſs the time 
i Per. s. of our ſojourning here in fear, and abſtain from all 
x Thel. 5. appearance of Evil. And ina word, To have no 
Rom. 1.32 pleaſure in Scandalous Praftices, no fellowſhip with 
EPM- 5-11: the unfruitful works of Darkneſs, but rather reprove 
them. Here's Evidence enough 1n all reaſon, 
theſe Admonitions are full againſt our Sage. Not 
one Play in forty can ſtand the Te## of fo much 
as one ſingle Text. Bring the Theater but to 
r $212-5.2- the Bible, and the Idol is preſently diſcovered, 
and falls like Dagorn before the Ark. 
This Argumeftt from the ſilence of our Sav:- 
er and his Apoſtles is anſwered at large by the 
Brſhop of Adearx in his late Book againſt the 
Stage. Which being ſo much to thEPurpoſz, I 
ſhall Tranſlate it for the Reader. Ry 
: _ © Thoſe (fays he) who would draw any Ad- 
= -—3a * yantage from this Silence may by the ſame 
ions for © Teaſon defend the Barbarities of the Gladiators, 
Ja Come- ** and other abominable Spettacles, which are all 
die. P. 71, © nnmentioned in Scriprure, no leſs than Plays. 
SAT * The Holy Fathers who have dealt with this 
*© Objection, will furniſh us with Matter for a 
© Reply, we ſay then, That all engaging Repre- 
** ſentations which excite,-and fortific unlawful 
_ * Defires, are condemned in Scripriere, ner 
WIR 
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© with the Vices they tend to. For the purpoſe, 
«Lewd Pictures are cenſured by all thoſe Paſ- 
« {ages which declare in general againſt Im- 
I * modeſty ; And the ſame may be ſaid of Dra- 

© matick Repreſentations. St. Fohn has compre- 
 <hended the whole of this Subje& in the fol- 
30 lowing Injunction. Love not the world, neither 
the things that are in the world : If any man love 
the world. the love of the Father 1s not in him. For 
all that is in the world, is the Luſt of the fleſh, and 
the luft of the eyes, and the pride of Life, which Luſt 


or Concupiſcence, # not of the Father, but of the 


World. © Now if theſe Things, and Inclina- 

is are not of G od, the moving Repreſenta- 

** tions, and Charming Images of them, are not 

« of Him: neither, but of the Worl, Ad. and by 

** conſequence Chriſtians have nothing tov do 
*© with them. 

« St. Paul likewiſe has ſumm'd up the Argu- 

* ment in theſe words. Finally my Brethren, what- 

FS. things are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, 

whatſoever things are juſt , whatſoever th: 795 are" 

pare, (or accor rding to the Greek whatſoever i things 

are cha#) whatſoever things are lovely, whatſocucr 

things are of good he 99s > tf there be aw wvirtite, or 

if there be any praiſe, rbinken theſe things, © As it 

e had ſaid, whatever hinders yon from think- 

* Ing on theſe things, and poſſeſſes you with 

©- Contrary Amulements, ought not to Þe en- 

' tertained as a Pleaſure, but ſuſpected as uan- 

. Zerous. In this beautiful colle&ion of Thoughts 


* which St. Payl recommends. to a Chriltian, | 


. there” s NO finding a Place for the Modern Them 
" ater, how much ſoever it may be in the favour 
* of ſ ome Secular People. | 
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«Farther, The Silence of our Saviour upon 
« the Argument of Plays, puts me in mind that 
© he had no occaſion to mention them to the 
* Houſe of Iſrael, to which he was ſent, theſe Di- 
© yerſions being never admitted in that Nation. ' 
© The Jews had no Shews to entertain them but 
© their Feaſts, their Sacrifices, and their Holy 
© Ceremonies. They were form'd by their Con- 
* ſtitution to a plain and natural way of Living ; 
** They knew nothing of theſe Fancies and Inven- 
* tions of Greece - So that to the praiſes which 
** Balaan gives them, that there is vo Enchantment | 
*©:n Jacob, nor Divination in Iſrael, We may like- 
"* wiſe addy \there was no Theater among them; 


* nothing of theſe dangerous Amuſements to be 


"** met with. This innocent undebauch'd People, 
*© took their Recreations at Home,and made their 
** Children their Diverſion. Thus after their 
* Labours in the Fields, and the Fatigues of their 
** Domeſtick Afairs; they reliev'd their Spirits, 
** as their Patriarchs had done before them. In- 
** deed if we conſider the matter rightly, there's 
** no need of making a Buſineſs of Pleaſure: Na- 
"ture 1s eaſily refreſh'd without this Expence and 
* Curioſity. 

** The Apoſtle's ſaying nothing expreſly on 


* this Subjeft may poſſibly be reſoly'd into the 


" reaſon abovemention'd. Theſe Holy Men be- 
112 bred to the plain Guſt of their Forefathers, 
# in 1ht not think themſelves concern'd to write 
© directly againſt thoſe practices with which 


£<C - ” S ; . , 4 
their Nation was unacquainted : "I was ſuſhct- 


* ent for them to lay down Principles by which 

*ſuch Liberties were diſcountenanced : The 

* Chriſtians were well ſatisfied their Religion 
oC 

* Was 
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&« was founded on the Jewiſh, and that the Church 
©-never allow'd of thoſe Diverſions which were 

&* baniſh'd the Synagogue. But let the matter be 

© how it will, this Precedent of the Jews reaches - 
© home to the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity. It be- 
«ing a Shame that the Sp:rirual Iſrael ſhould in- 

* dulge their Senſes in thoſe Pleaſures, which the 

* Carnal People knew nothing of 

Before I diſmiſs the Reader, Tle juſt give him 
a taſte of Mr. Dems Skill and Modeſty in an- 
ſwering a Teſtimony.” | 

I cited Plutarch to ſhew the Opinion of the 
Athenians concerning Plays : This People ( ſays Plur. de 
*© he ) thought Comedy s unreputable a perfor- Glo. "pq 
* mance, that they made a Law that no Judge of 7. 
© the Areopagus ſhould make one. Here Mr. p. ,,5. 
Dennss replies very roundly, Thes Citation is abſo- Dennis P 
lwtely falſe. Right ! *Tis falſe in the Lat, but g. * * 
"tis true in the Greek. 7jy uly napwdorelay wTws 
a,01,y04 nyEvTo & GoeTtu2y, we vouCt my undue Tons 
nope aptoratyityy. De Glor. Athen. p. 348. 

Beſides, the Latin mgkes more againſt him. = 
For by that the Law ſays, That ne Mz» whatſoever Dennis, p. 
ſhould write any Comedys ;, which 1s a higher Cen- ivy 
ſure than the other. I hope, for the future Mr. 

Dennrs won't confide fo much in a Tranſlation ; 
eſpecially when it ſits harder than the Original. 

His Remark from Ariſtotle's Treatiſe of Poetry 
1s another Miſtake ; and I think not at all to his 
Advantage : But to ſet him in his way , this 
Philoſopher does not ſay ' that Comedy was very 
much dijcourag'd at firſt, nor very little neither. 

This point was not argued : He only affirms, a,;q 1:1, 
That it was a oreat while before the Chorus was fir- ge Poe::* 
iſ out by the Government. CaP. 5. 
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Tſhovld now.go on with Mr. De#,and ſhew his 
Attempt on my other Authorities as unſucceſs- 
ful as this upon Plurarch ;, but having ſome Buli- 
neſs at preſeat, 1 ſhall wave it till a' farther Op- 


portunity. 
One word with the Yindicator of the Stage, and 


[ I have done. 


 Vindic. 

P. 22,23. 
| View,t7:. 

P. 250» 


Schotr. p. 


TIT. 


11 {cb. 1 
__ Ciron. 


This Gentleman appear 'd early in the Cauſe, 
and has given me very little trouble, and there- 
fore 'twould hardly be Civil rjot to diſpatch him 
at the firſt Hearing. 

He pretends I miſtake in_ Tranſlating S$ ecularia 
Spettacula, Stage Plays. 

To this I Anſwer, Firſt, That I only affirm 'd 
the Stage was manifeſtly comprehended under 
Secularia Spetacula: And that it is ſo, will follow 


from his own Aſſertion. For if the Ludi Sacu- 


lares, and Secularia Speftacula were the lame, 'tis 

well known that Stage Plays were part of the Ludi 
Seculares ; all the Theaters being frequented at 
thoſe publick Solemnities. 


Secondly, The third Council of. Carthage by 


me cited, can't poſſibly mean the Secular Plays by 
Seculdria Spettacula : For this Council was held 
anno 397. fourſcore years.and better after the 
Converſion of Constantine. Now theſe Lud: Se- 
calares were Idolatrous, both in the Practice and 
Inſtitution, and never celebrated after the Em- 
pIre became Chriſtian: The laſt time we hear 
of them was in the Reign of the Emperor Philip, 
ano 248. which was 149 years before the con- 
vening of this Council. 

Thirdly, Secuium and Szcularis, in the Cln- 


ua ge of the Fathers, relates to the unconverted 
World, 


Su ack. 


Typhus Sacularis 
Heathen Pi idos 


Pagan E I. b pr 
V indicato r could cite th words and miſtake the 
his Author may have farther,rec uiring 
ion, he may find in my Reply to Mr. 
he Kelapſer, and thither I refer 


Az 


Short View of the Profaneneſs and 


Immorality of the Engliſh Stagc, ec. 
fays upon ſeveral Moral Subjg 


Both by Mr. Celller. 
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